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Elsie, baptized March 8th. Welcome little one!
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From the Pastor’s Desk

This is the day, this is the day that the Lord has
made! I will rejoice and be glad in it!

--from my favorite 1970’s Sunday School song by Natalie
Sleeth

Today was a day that the Lord has made! Today I got to
witness the Kingdom of God in action. Well, to clarify, it’s
not just today--1I feel like I witness God’s kingdom many
days around here, but for whatever reason today just felt a
little shinier, a little more lovely, and to be perfectly hon-
est, I do not even know why. Not because I do not love this
place. On the contrary, things are amazing here. It's just
been me. I have been a bit more...draggy lately. As it is for
many, there’s a lot going on and a lot to do and so lately
I've found myself not really noticing much.

Until today happened.

The morning started with a beautiful sunrise over the recent snow. The kind that you cannot
ignore no matter how grumpy you may be feeling. Light that held the promise of more light
in these longer spring days when the sun is now just going to bed at 7pm. And then we had
our Lenten soup lunch and service at church. Nancy sang and played guitar, folks'.came in,
there were babies, even. At the end of the service while more music was happening, I found
myself just sitting and listening and observing, allowing myself to just look around and take
it all in. No thoughts, no worries, just a moment of presence, and what I saw was beauty.
People were listening to the music, some with eyes closed. A baby was being fed; we’d just
celebrated Virgil turning 90. Our scripture just prior to this had led us to conversation about
what “little delights” were present for us in these longer days precluded by harder talk
about why we sometimes only like to believe God loves the ones who are like us. People had
talked and pondered and listened to one another. It all felt so peaceful, and our bellies were
full of hearty homemade soup and bread with a bit of chocolate at the end just for goodness.

Now maybe for some this doesn’t sound that exciting or beautiful. Just a normal day and a
regular moment in time. But for me it felt like a foretaste of the feast to come. And so, at the
end of it all as folks were packing up to go, I leaned over to Nancy and said, “Look at these
beautiful people. How lucky are we? Here we are in this little place, and it is beautiful.” And I
meant it.

And she smiled like Nancy does sometimes--in that conspiratorial way--and nodded yes. We
are lucky.

In these Lenten days as we prepare for Holy Week and Easter, I pray that you are finding
some Holy moments. Moments that perhaps for anyone else might not seem that big a deal,
but to you they are rest, revival, or pure beauty. This isn't always easy, but as I am remind-
ed time and time again, God is near in so many ways in so many places. Sometimes it's just
about taking a moment to take it all in.

Blessings to you friends in these days and in all that is and in all the ways that you are part
of God’s kingdom. ’

Your friend in Christ,

Pastor Christie (March 19th 2025)
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES
March 20, 2025

Present: Pastor Christie Manisto, President
Brian Briggs, Secretary Diane McCarthy,
Treasurer Megan Whelchel, Service/Outreach
Brenda Bertilson, Discipleship Betty Jeanne
Henrickson

Absent: Vice-President Kris Jackson, Fellow-
ship Cynthia Warren, Building & Grounds Em-
mitt Olsen, Worship and Music Lynn Salo,
Youth Members McKenna Whelchel and Nick
Schultz

Call to Order at 5:00 pm by President Brian
Briggs

Opening Devotion/Prayer by Brenda Bertilson
was a reading on John 16:33. Pastor Christie
will do devotions for April.

There were no Additions to the Agenda
Secretary’s Report: '
We plan to have the minutes from both Feb-
ruary and March in the April Voice. Nancy will
need them by Saturday. Diane will send out
Thursday night. Any additions or corrections
need to be sent to her by Saturday, March 22
at noon.

Motion to approve Minutes from Feb 2025
was made by Brian and seconded by Brenda.
Approved

Pastor Christie’s report Feb 21-March 20
Pastoral acts

O Led worship/preached at Zion Fort Frances
and First Lutheran

[0 Ash Wed. visits to 50 households w/
communion and ashes both sides of border.
0 Ash Wednesday worship with Zion FF as-
sisting

J Lenten noon and 6pm services at First and
Zion

O Premarital meetings with three couples
who plan to marry this summer

0 Two baptisms on March 8th

Community

0 Kooch board of aging board meeting

O Lunch buddies (Wednesdays from 12-1 at
Falls Elementary) This is discontinued for
pastor until after Lent.

O Planning a community organ recital to
“rededicate the organ” on April 27
Youth/intergenerational activities

] Confirmation classes on Wed. nights (now
Lenten worship services)

O Planning meeting for summer day camp
program with Zion this summer

[J Planning a youth led worship service with

Bettyleanne and other leaders for April 27
[0 Taking 3 high school students to the synod
EcoFaith summit in Duluth on April 5th
Synod

[0 Mental Health team meeting via zoom

O Text Study via zoom

0 Generous together team planning meeting
with Rachel Berry

Admin

[0 Committee meetings: finance, building &
grounds, worship, care corps...

O Prep for Holden Village, Day Camp, youth
programming and summer canoe trip

Zion Fort Frances

O Visits for Ash Wednesday

O Report written for their Annual General
Meeting on March 23rd

Fellowship (Pastor Christie on behalf of Cyn-
thia)

[0 Generous Together worship and presenta-
tion March 23 ,

[0 Wednesday, April 2, we will be doing the
Lenten Soup Supper at Zion, I Falls.
Upcoming

[J VLM board retreat March 28-29 (Fri-Sat)
O EcoFaith summit in Duluth April 5 (Sat
9am-4pm)

[0 Holy Week April 14-18; Easter April 20

O Youth Led Service April 27; also, baptism
of Wade Howe during that service; organ
concert following

Council, continued on page 4

Office Hours:
Monday—Thursday
10 a.m.to 2 p.m.
Friday—9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council minutes (continued from page 3)

Financial reports from Feb 2025

Megan noted that per the contract with Zion
Fort Frances, they pay First Lutheran every 3
months so our income looks higher in those
months. Also looks like we're ahead with the
Offering Envelopes, but that is one time line
item. Motion to approve the Feb Financial Re-
port by Bettyleanne and Seconded by Diane.
Motion passed.

Committee Reports

President Brian Briggs: Brian made note that
he will not be here in April but that VP Kris
Jackson should be back then. Brian welcomed
the new members to the council. He made
note that he is encouraged by the youth
attending services, both the teenagers coming
to church and the 3 babies that were here on
Sunday. Noted that the Wednesday lunches
were also well attended.

Vice-President Kris Jackson was absent.
Service/Outreach - Brenda Bertilson

[0 5 prayer chains, no cards

[0 March meeting will be sending out Easter
cards to shut-ins and taking donations to the
Food Shelf.

[0 Koochiching Food Access has provided their
statistics for 2024 and it has been posted in
Narthex. .

1 FELW - 5 women will be attending the Lau-
rentian Conference in Hibbing on March 27

[0 We will be preparing New Born Kits for the
June Conference.

Discipleship BettyJeanne Henrickson

[0 Firming up Bible school plans for the 3rd
week in June.

0 Lent going well with 11 youth participating.
O Suggestion that next year we budget for
the church to pay pastor’s expenses related to
youth events and travel.

Youth Report from Nick Schultz (absent)

[0 Spring break wrapped last week, which
ended up being a 9-day mini

vacation this year with the school giving us a
full week off.

[0 Prom is coming up the first weekend in
April. Grand March is on April 5th 7pm @ the
high school.

[0 The boy’s baseball and girls’ softball teams
are holding. bingo fundraisers at Boondocks.
Softball bingo is on March 30th, doors open
@ 11AM the games start @ 2PM. Baseball
Bingo is April 6th, doors open @ 11AM and
the games start @ 1PM.

[T The figure skating club has their annual Ice
Show taking place in the Bronco Arena on
Saturday March 22nd @ 6:30PM and Sunday
March 23rd @ 1PM.

[0 The school is considering a 4-day school
week. Three Informational meetings will be
held on March 27th @ 5:15PM, April 7th @
7:30 PM, and April 15th @ 6PM.

Discussion regarding the 4-day school week:
Littlefork’s school board just approved the 4-
day school week. After the 3 informational
meetings, the International Falls School Board
must make a decision at its April 21st meet-
ing. If they decide to go this next year, First
Lutheran would cancel the Wednesday Re-
lease Time. Committee is looking at recom-
mendations for Friday. Pastor will be going to
the Informational Meetings (Steve is the mod-
erator). If it passes, she willchange her Day
Off to accommodate.

Worship and Music presented by Pastor Chris-
tie as Lynn was unavailable.

O March 23rd service will be short followed
by a lunch and “Generous Together” gather-
ing. Other Generous Together gatherings will
be in April & September.

Holy Week:

[0 Palm Sunday will be a Readers Theatre

0 Maundy Thursday will again be a family -
style potluck held downstairs.

Nancy will provide music.

O Good Friday - Passion of John in the form
of a Readers Theatre.

[0 Easter — Braedon, a young student from
Bemidji, will be playing trumpet.

Future:

[0 April 27 th — Youth Led Service with James
Waldrup helping with music, shortened ser-
vice and coffee hour followed by organ con-
cert at approximately 12:30. This will be a re-
dedication of the organ to celebrate the organ
and pipes being cleaned.

O Mother’s Day will also be Senior Sunday.
Finance Committee did not meet due to lack
of quorum.

There were no reports from Building and
Grounds as Emmitt was absent.

Old Business - none

(Continued on page 9)
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April FLW meeting scheduled for the 8th at noon

Minutes from March 11, 2025

Meeting opened with a reading from “Mornings with Jesus™.

Mission and Purpose statements were read.

Correspondence and Than You cards were received from Friends Against Abuse and Koochiching
County Food Access for donations given in January.

Treasurer’s report was reviewed.

The Laurentian Conference is scheduled for March 27th at First Lutheran Church in Hibbing. Five
members from our church are planning to attend.

Eight more school kits were packed for Lutheran World Relief.

April’s WELCA meeting is Tuesday, April 8th at noon. All members are encouraged to attend.
Respectfully submitted,

Sandy Harju, Secretary

o,
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Help us help others this Lent as we stock the
International Falls food pantry shelves!
Bring non perishable food items and
personal care items to church!

MARCH 5 TO APRIL 6

123 Wayside Lane International Falls

@ 218-283-2208 www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Minnesota Food Share Campaign runs
through April 6th to help our neighbors

Your Service/Outreach committee is once again sponsoring a food drive for our
local KCFA food shelf during the month of March in coordination with Minnesota
FoodShare. The 2025 Minnesota FoodShare March Campaign will run from
March 1-April 6. The goal is to help keep 300 Minnesota food shelves statewide
stocked throughout the year. It is described as the largest food and fund drive
in Minnesota. Shelf-safe foods, personal care items, and cleaning products are
all welcome donations. Monetary donations are also great because the food
shelf can purchase food stock at a substantial savings from the food bank. This
is something that we can do to help our neighbors who may be struggling with
rising prices. Thank you!

Can we help? If you know of someone going through a tough time,
who may be in need of a quick and easy meal, consider reaching out
to “Helping Hands”. A ready-to-heat meal can be delivered to them.
Please contact the church office with information.
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April 2 — Noon lunch and worship at First
Soup supper and worship at I Falls Zion 6 p.m.
April 6— Worship at First 11 a.m.
April 9— Noon lunch and worship at First
Soup supper and worship at I Falls Zion 6 p.m.
April 13—Palm Sunday worship at First 11 a.m.
April 17—Maundy Thursday Potluck and Worship at First 6 p.m.
April 18—Good Friday Worship at First 7 p.m.
April 20—Easter Sunday Worship at First 11 a.m.
April 27—Youth-led Worship at First 11 a.m.
Organ rededication and music program
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First Lutheran Youth: What's Up?

BWCA adventure!
Come Canoeing with us!!
There is still time to sign up! Bring in your deposit of $100!
July 20-25th
$650 per person, includes all equipment, food, transportation
and a guide.
$100 deposit to secure your spot!
9th-12th grade students and adults are invited to this event!

Middle School and Confirmation students!

Thanks for helping by serving soup at Zion.

We will continue to do this through April 9th.
Check the calendar (sent home) for any other duties
you may be signed up to do.

Remember! This Wednesday night service is in place of the
regular confirmation class, so we hope to see you at Zion.

Have you signed up to help?

We have openings for acolyte and crucifer for the month of April.
Please check the sheet in the narthex and sign up today!

Vacation Bible School will be an all-day “camp” this year!
Counselors from Voyageurs Lutheran Ministry
will be leading songs, games, lessons, and fun
all at Zion Lutheran in the Falls!

June 22-26
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(Continued from page 4)

New Business

Allotment for sound system/live stream per-
son. Going forward we will be charging a fee
for having a sound person here for funerals.
We have requested that the funeral directors
allot the same honorarium for the sound sys-
tem staff as they do for the musicians.

Also discussed if we should be paying the
sound person on a weekly or monthly basis.
Brad has been volunteering and only request-
ed the fee for funerals. These services are a
big time commitment especially with so
many requesting live streams. If the church
started paying a stipend for our regular ser-
vices, it might encourage more volunteers.
This was tabled requesting information as to
what we pay the organists.

Use of Space Request Fellowship Hall

MaryJo Thureen and two others have been
working on a writing project.

They developed a script for a play and are re-
questing the use of Fellowship Hall in the
basement for a “table read” in either Sept or
Oct. It would be she and about 19 communi-
ty members (the authors, three actors and
invited audience). Thureen will give the
church a donation for use of the space.

They will be self-contained. Pastor Christie
plans to attend. Request was approved via
email earlier this month.

Holden Village

Pastor Christie has been planning the trip to
Holden Village. Still looking for at least 1
more person. As the organizer, her registra-
tion is half off. She will be paying her own
transportation and hotel fees to get to Holden
Village. Since this is a working trip for her,
she requests that the church pay the
registration fees which will be approximately
$225. Perhaps more if we do not get 15 peo-
ple.

Motion to pay Pastor Christie’s fee whatever it
comes to. Made by Brenda and seconded by
Megan. Approved.

Endowment Committee Appointment

The Endowment Committee needs a member
of the council. It was Brad Ettestad. Brian has
volunteered to be the council representative.
Much thanks Brian!

Proposal from Zion Lutheran International
Falls regarding Joint Confirmation Service

As Zion and First Lutheran have successfully
collaborated in holding confirmation classes
for grades 6, 7, and 8, Zion’s council propos-
es that we establish a joint special afternoon
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confirmation service. This service would alter-
nate annually between Zion and First Luther-
an, ensuring that both churches share equally
in hosting this significant spiritual milestone.
Benefits of a joint service include Unity in
Worship, Shared Resources, Enhanced Com-
munity Engagement, and Opportunities for
Fellowship. For 2025, the Confirmation Ser-
vice would be at Zion on October 26 at either
1:00 pm or 2:00 pm.

Discussion: Council members felt that an af-
ternoon service may be difficult for some
family members. Council discussed im-
portance of the Congregation being part of
the service and that Confirmation is about
joining the church. Noted that last year, most
of the confirmands were from First and the
one student from Zion chose to come to First
to be with her peers. This year there will be
only one student from First and the rest from
Zion. Discussed that this should be evaluated
from year to year as to what is best for that
particular class. General agreement that con-
firmands should be confirmed at their own
church during a regular service. Agreed we
will have a confirmation service for our con-
firmands at First.

First will continue to host confirmation classes
for both churches. Would welcome more vol-
unteers from Zion to assist with the classes.
Noted that this year Zion will provide volun-
teers for VBS.

Summer Lunch Program at Backus

We received a letter from Backus requesting
assistance for their Summer Lunch Program.
This program will provide sack lunches to
youth during summer. Program is Monday
through Thursday at noon running June 3
through August 29th . Backus is coordinating
the program with United Way of Northeastern
Minnesota. They are requesting assistance
with both funding and volunteers. This was
referred to the Outreach Committee.

Next Council Meeting: As April 17th is Maun-
dy Thursday, council will meet one week later
on Thursday, April 24 th at 5:00 pm.

Next Executive Meeting: Tuesday April 22nd
5:00 pm.

May meeting will be during the Council Re-
treat, May 17 & 18.

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane McCarthy

Approved via email on March 22, 2025



10

The VOICE April 2025

“Thank you to our worship assistants: Ward Merrill, Sandy
Harju, Connie Wilson, Megan Boe, Leah Boe, George Boe,
Carol Bass, Brenda Bertilson, Sue Mathews, Grace Weisz,
Courtney Youso, Skyler Kucera, Pat Ettestad, Cynthia
Warren, Diane McCarthy.

Thank you to those who helped with fellowship: Sherri
Mannausau, Tom Ollikkala, Brad Ettestad, Brenda Bertil-
son, Ardel Henrickson, Cynthia Warren, Bettyleanne Hen-
rickson, Megan Boe, Shar Schaak, Mikala Hansen, Sandy
Harju, Virgil Kluge, Elaine Johnson.

Thank you to all those who made and served soup for
Lenten noon and evening meals.

Prayer Chain

Please consider serving as a member of the Prayer Chain.

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, or
yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. Please call back when

they can be removed.

R T T T T L L

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.
Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Lorraine Nelson, Barb

(Strandberg) Wichner

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russel Millender
Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Terry Lucachick, Henry Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of February 28, 2025
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!

Current Current . Year To Date |Year To Date .

iMonth Month Variance Actual Budget Variance

Actual Budget :
Operating Income 12,823 16,606 (3,783) 48,863 33,212 15,651
Operating Expense 15,219 16,606 1,386 31,170 33,212 2,041
Operating Income

(2,396) 0 {(2,396) 17,692 0 17,692

Less Expense
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4/1 Carol Bass 4/10JoAnna Lee Cody Whelchel
Brenda Bertilson 4/11 Tammy Cook 4/22 William Mason
Dwayne Dougherty Pahtynn Glennie 4/24 Kathi Henrickson

4/2 Jordyn Forsythe 4/12 Ben Glowack Ian Rautio
Janice Klow 4/13 James Jackson 4/26 Bruce Bergstrom
Jaime Sjoblom Jodi Kapla Cade MacKay
Jett Tomczak 4/15 Ryar Pelland 4/27 Marty Wuollet

4/4 Don Nuthak 4/18 Donna Mae Nelson 4/28 Benjamin Shofner

4/5 William Awe 4/20 Karen Bergstrom = 4/29 Brien Christensen
Gordon Routier Becky Olson Aubrey Eide
Cameron Schulz Cohlton Schultz Robert Plasky

4/9 Wendy Dougherty  4/21 Mason Meyer 4/30 Valerie Larsen

* @

Great turnout for Lenten soup suppers at Zion I Falls. Thank you!!
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(CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED)

WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website, YouTube, and Facebook
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Thurs., 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement
Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28

-- to grow.
Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation

and the community at large.

Office: 218-283-2208
Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.



