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Hi alll This month I am handing over my article space to one of our high school council
members! Nick Schultz went on a service trip to the city of Boston in July. He went with the
youth group from one of our NE MN synod churches, Gethsemane Lutheran Church in Virgin-
ia, Minnesota. Nick met their youth group at the National Youth Gathering last summer, and
well of course, they liked him right away, so much they soon dubbed him their “number

11”7 (or was it number 12?). Anyway! They are all awesome kids and Gethsemane is a great
church in our synod, a good friend to our churches, and is now served by their brand new
pastor, Rev. Rebecca LeMenager!

I was just remarking to our office staff the other day how much I love summer in our Luther-
an Churches. At least for our youth it is a time to live their faith in a new way! They show up
to be sent out all over the place to learn and do some amazing, challenging, and life affirm-
ing things. Whether that is a service trip like Nick’s, heading to the BWCA, spending time at
camp, volunteering at day camp, or even taking part in a music workshop or “"Broadway on
the Border”, faith is on the move and I am so grateful for all the ways that our youth are able
to live their faith in new ways. I am even more grateful when they come back and tell us
about it! We can learn a lot from them!

Ok with that, let’s hear from Nick Schultz!

Hi Pastor Christie! I had a wonderful opportunity to join Gethsemane church in
Virginia for a trip to Boston this last July. The experience I gained while cooking
over 1000 meals each day at My Brother’s Table was very eye-opening. The
time spent meeting the amazing people who work there, and other volunteers
was something I'll never forget. We also had fun spending time with an organi-
zation called The Ark. The Ark is a group of people with intellectual disabilities.
We played yard games together and made some memories that will last forev-
er. The last two days we spent scraping and repainting local apartments. I could
really tell this positively affected the lives of the people living in them by the
way they reacted after we finished up the project. I wouldn’t trade this experi-
ence for anything in the world and am forever thankful I got to be a part of it.
Thank you! -Nick Schultz

Sy 4 LR &

For those of you curious about My Brother’s Table, they are a nonprofit organization whose
mission is to “nourish our community every day through hospitality, free meals and uncondi-
tional love.” Check them out at: www.mybrotherstable.org

The Ark of Massachusetts is a disability advocacy organization “that promotes inclusion, and
engaging the community, and creates tangible changes in the community and in the lives of
people with disabilities.” Check them out at thearcofmass.org
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Minutes

Thursday, August 21, 2025

Attendance: Pastor Christie Manisto, Presi-
dent Brian Briggs, Vice-President Kris Jack-
son, Secretary Diane McCarthy, Treasurer Me-
gan Whelchel, Service/Outreach Brenda Ber-
tilson, Discipleship Bettyleanne Henrickson,
Fellowship Cynthia Warren, and Guest Rachel
Hasbargen-Glowack

Absent: Building and Grounds Emmitt Olsen,
Worship and Music Lynn Salo, Youth Members
McKenna Whelchel and Nick Schultz

Meeting was called to order at 4:00pm
Opening Devotion/Prayer - Pastor Christie
read a passage from “Paddle Whispers” by
Doug Woods. Lynn Salo has volunteered for
next month.

There were no additions to the agenda.
Secretary’s Report: June minutes were ap-
proved via email.

Financial reports from June & July 2025
Megan noted that we received one offering for
the year of $7,000. We are $6,000 in the red
but we are positive on year to date by $660.
Diane made a motion to approve the financial
reports. Seconded by Cynthia. Passed.
Rachel Glowack Report

Rachel presented information regarding differ-
ent classes that she would like to teach re-
garding Mental Health. Each class should last
about an hour. Agreed that she can hold the
classes after church during coffee hour. We
will treat these as an Adult Sunday School
starting September 14™. She has 3 classes
that she can do, once a month through No-
vember. Free will offerings at coffee will go to
Rachel. There is a fourth class regarding sui-
cide prevention for which she would need ad-
vance commitment from participants in order
to plan appropriately. She can gauge the in-
terest for this during her first 3 classes.

Pastoral Report

Pastoral acts
eLed worship at First and Zion FF (two
“special” services on Holden Village and the
Canoe Trip)
oVisitation and pastoral care phone calls,
meetings and cards. (several trips to Du-
luth to see members in the hospital there)

oChopper McBride Funeral
oBud Blake Graveside service
«3 wedding rehearsals and 3 weddings

ePremarital counseling for 3 couples (6
weeks each)

Community
»2 meetings Koochiching board of aging.
sVolunteer luncheon with United Way for
Reading Buddies.
eAttended Elks’ corn feed, 4th of July pa-
rade and Bronco fish fry.
eAttended Northern Lights (Servants of
Shelter) open house.

Youth/intergenerational activities
eMet with planning team for confirmation/
youth programing 2025-26
*VBS program June 22-26
eHolden Village June 7-14
eCanoe trip with youth July 20-25

eSunday school and confirmation prep for
Zion FF in the works

Synod
3 VLM board meetings

«2 synod mental health team meetings

Admin
«Committee meetings (June and Aug)

eMet with worship and music committee to
plan music for next three months

eMet with Care Corps

Council continued on page 4

Rev. Christie Manisto,
pastor

Monday—Thursday
10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council from page 3

Personal

eHad a wonderful vacation Aug 11-14th on
the North Shore

My two-year anniversary at First Lutheran
is Aug 20th! (that’s the day you voted to
call me here!)

Upcoming

1 baptism; one baptismal remembrance
Aug 24th (during worship)

eAway for a doctor’s appointment in Minne-
apolis Aug 29

eBarb Bergh funeral Aug 30 at 11am

o1 baptism after church Aug 31 3pm
eCanoe day trip sept 6th (all invited!)

eFall theological conference in Grand Rap-
ids, MN Sept 14-16™ (following church)
«Confirmation begins Sept 24" (parents
and students)

eNew member meeting Sept 21; new
member installation Sept 28

eAway to see my daughter Sunday perform
in NYC October 15-19 (Nancy preaching on
the 19th)

Pastor noted that both of Voyageur Lutheran
Ministry’s camps have lost their cooks. Look-
ing for cooks to work 1 or more weekends in
Sept and October. Please contact her if you
know of anyone; it is a paid position.

ELCA has adopted Social Statement on Faith &
Civic Life. The statement includes language
which says the church should not endorse po-
litical parties or candidates. If anyone would
like to read the statement, it is available in
the church office.

Committee Reports

President- Brian Briggs

Congratulations to Cynthia for planning the
church picnic. Great time; served approxi-
mately 50.

Shout Out to Griffin Offerdahl! Really appreci-
ate everything he does here.

Vice-President — Kris Jackson

A lightning strike next door knocked out our
TVs. Lloyd, Ryan, and Brad will be working on
it next week.

Service/Outreach — Brenda Bertilson
God’s Work, Our Hands will be Sept. 7 and we
will be having a Red, White & Blue Day to
honor veterans. There will be a lunch follow-
ing church and the committee will have cards
for people to sign which will be taken to the

September 2025

Veteran’s Lodge. That week members of the
church will be hosts at the Veteran’s Lodge.
The lodge is open 10am to 2pm Monday -
Thursday. Everyone is encouraged to stop by
to say Thank You to our vets.

There are currently 8 individuals on the prayer
chain.

oA few cards were sent this month.

eLunch at Backus has been going well and is
very fun. Only one more day to go.

oThere will be a Food Drive mid-October to
mid-November.

eBettyleanne has started keeping a couple
bags in the office which include dry goods for
one meal. Office staff can give out as there
have been several instances of families look-
ing for help. Anyone who wants to donate is
welcome.

Discipleship - pastor

Pastor met with Joe at Zion regarding confir-
mation schedule. The All-Youth Gathering will
be Sat & Sun November 22nd & 23rd. Not go-
ing on Friday this year. Confirmation will start
on September 24 with info night for both
parents and youth. Nancy will teach the 8%
graders. Planning on a sleigh ride again and a
winter retreat.

Youth Report -~ Megan & Pastor on behalf
of McKenna Whelchel/Nick Schultz

The canoe trip was amazing. Very thankful for
everyone that helped with it.

Looking forward to Winter Retreat at Camp
Vermillion.

Would like to do another canoe trip next year.
There will be a day trip on Sept 6.

School starts Sept 2™

There will be no release time this year.
Fellowship — Cynthia Warren

Picnic went well. Thanks to everyone who
helped or brought food.

Cynthia will be helping with God’s Work, Our
Hands lunch on Sept. 7

Thinking of doing a Potluck and a movie on a
Sunday after church. Maybe in October.
Megan noted that Halloween is on a Friday
and was wondering about doing something for
the youth who don’t Trick or Treat. Pastor vol-
unteered to do event at her house.

Building and Grounds — Emmitt Olsen/
BettyJeanne

ePat Jaksa & Bill Mio finished repair on side-
walks. Looks good. Thank you to be sent.
«Converting Nursery to Parish Nurse Office:
tables and chairs went to Falls Ed. Glider &
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Women of the ELCA July 1, 2025
Minutes

Devotion was based on Zechariah 4:6. Mission &
Purpose statements were read. Minutes from previous
meeting were read and approved.

Correspondence: A thank you card & donation was
received from Ward & Judy Merrill.

No Treasurer’s report.

Comments were given by those at the meeting that
had attended the Synod WELCA summer conference
held in Grand Rapids.

Soups are needed for the Helping Hands drawer of the
Memorial Hall refrigerator.

These meals are given to those in need.

A motion was made and seconded to give Pastor
Christie 10 gift cards to be given out as needed. The
amounts are 5 cards at $25 each for Super One and 5
cards at $20 each at the Dollar Tree. Motion carried.

Henry Carey has donated two wildlife pictures. One
will be used for the July Bake Sale & the second will be

used at the Christmas Bake Sale. .
Next meeting is August 12 at 5:00 at Maureen Jack- The AUQUSt meeti ng was a

son’s home, 132 Riverview. Come enjoy a potluck & pOtI uck dinner hosted by
bring a friend. Maureen Jackson. Watch for

the September meeting date.

Respectfully submitted, Sandy Harju, Secretary.

Calling all Thrivent Members!

Did you know that your Thrivent Membership enables you to apply for two $250 grants per
year? These grants can be used on a plethora of projects that help the church! For example,
they have been applied for and used in the following ways here at First: last year’s soup
suppers, fundraising for the National Youth Gathering, getting ready for Holden village, help-
ing secure food for the food shelf, the VLM bikeathon and more!
As shared on the Thrivent page:
How do Thrivent Action Teams work?
Gather a volunteer team of friends, family or neighbors to put on a fundraiser, educa-
tional event or service activity—like organizing a school supply drive or hosting a car
wash fundraiser. We'll provide the resources you need to get started, including up to
$250 in seed money. To apply for a Thrivent Action Team, you must be a Thrivent cli-
ent with membership. Not sure if that’s you? Visit our Membership page for details.

If you are a Thrivent member and are interested in applying for these grants we have pro-
jects that could use this kind of funding! Check with Pastor Christie or at the First Lutheran
office for more information!!!

Thank You!
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GALLING ALL STH-12TH

GRADE YOUTH ANP ADULTS !
WE ARE GOING ON A

CANOE D

AY TRIP!
SAT SEPT 6TH!

8:30 AM-3:00 PMm

MEET AT FIRST

LUTHERAN CHURCH!

BRING A BAG LUNCH!
PADDLES PFD’S AND

CANOES PROVIDED!

(From page 9) tor Christie and the Parish
Health Advisory Board. Description of Health
Advisory Team Member was distributed. Dis-
cussed that board will develop plans to help
set policy regarding hours, appointments,
separation of duties/times when Kathi is act-
ing as secretary vs parish nurse, funding, and
providing equipment. The board will also
oversee Mental Health programs. Members of
the board will be pastor, Betty Jeanne, Diane,
and Tony Whelchel.

Landscaping/Tree Trimming/Garden

Chris Scolfield will be trimming deciduous
trees. We're keeping the conifers and creat-
ing a berm around the garden. Betty Jeanne
will give courtesy call to the neighbors. Brian
volunteered use of his dump trailer. Planned
for September.

Adjournment Pastor Christie said a short
prayer and meeting adjourned at 5:15pm
Next Executive Meeting: Sept 16, 2025
Next Council Meeting: Sept 18, 2025
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FALL BOOK
STUDY

(I SRR
‘ S Five week study on_Life Together

and Discipleship by Dietrich
Bonhoeffer
f  Sign up in the church officel
Bl Books will be available for purchase
v or order your own!

Dates and Time:
October 7, 21 & 28 .
November 4 & 11 ;\
- F\
|

6:00-7:30 PM
First Lutheran Church Memorial Hall 1

|
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Confirmation classes for grades 6-8 are sched-
uled for Wednesday evenings beginning with a
parents’ information night Wednesday, Sep-
tember 24th.

Please watch for more information.

The Affirmation of Baptism, sometimes re-
ferred to as the Rite of Confirmation, is sched-
uled for Sunday, October 26th. This will be for
this year’s ninth grade confirmands.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

Canoe Day Trip
September 6

Synod All-Youth Gathering
November 22-23

High School retreat at Vermilion
December or January TBD

United cn Hope
Wontheast Minnesota Synod WU Youth Gathering
Nov 21-22 0 2ozs
@ Cragun’s Resort, Brainerd
for 6*-12" grades

This year’s All Youth Gathering highlights mental health and wellness,
and finding the hope of Christ in the challenges we face. We will explore
this together through large group gatherings, break-out sessions,
interactive experiences, and a good bit of humor and FUN. Join us!
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Council from page 4

slide went to Rug Rats Day Care at St. Thom-
as. Books and toys: kept some and others
went to Falls Elementary. Tony Holenko will
paint after the Bass Tournament.
«Still working on lights in office. Parts on or-
der.
eInstalled a change table in the men’s re-
stroom.
eCarpet for Memorial Hall is paid for and at
Wright Interiors. Contacting different install-
ers as to their availability -
Finances - Megan Whelchel
Committee met yesterday. See items under
New Business.
Worship and Music — submitted by Lynn
Salo
oCreated a schedule of songs for August, Sep-
tember, October, and November
eLiturgy will change September 21 from
Setting 4 to “God Give Us Life”
eMajority of songs will be from the main
ELW hymnal
elncorporate music learned while at Holden
Village
eA few songs from the new All Creations
Sings book
oA few books will be scattered within the
pews
eThese will be easy songs having a familiar
melody with new lyrics
oFor new songs, there will be song leaders up
front using guitar, piano, or a combination to
lead the congregation.
eDiscussed having occasional special instru-
mental music using piano, guitar, cello,
drums, etc. in any combination
+One service (All Saints Day) will utilize shak-
ers already available and/or egg shakers
(small instrument) to be purchased.
«Choir will resume Wednesday, September
17th.
*Will be including the Youth for special music
or to lead songs
eLynn will be attending “Peace of the Prairie”
at Shalom Hill Farm on September 11-13th to
bring back even more new music!!!
Old Business
File Cabinet — Lock mechanism is severely
damaged. Discussed that we do not need the
cabinet to lock but do need it to be fire proof.
Phil can seal it without the locking mecha-
nism. Kris made motion to have cabinet fire

proofed without a locking mechanism. Se-
conded by Megan. Passed.

New Business

Workshops & Education

First Lutheran will be a satellite site for the
Synod Lay Leader Workshops. There are 4
dates starting in September. There will be a
one hour zoom presentation followed by dis-
cussion. Members do not need to register.
Pastor Christie will be holding a book study in
November.

Bronco O!:Hven House:

August 27", First Lutheran will have tables at
both Falls Elementary and Falls High. Giving
out pencils and stickers. Budget of $200 was
approved via email.

Apple Square

Finance committee would like to purchase an
Apple Square. It would be available on Sun-
days for anyone who would like to make their .
offering using a credit card. It can also be
used for any of our fund-raising activities.
There is a fee associated with each transac-
tion and we will have the users pay that fee
(around 3.5%). The only cost to First Luther-
an would be the initial device purchase.

The finance committee has been looking at
new ways to increase offerings. The Simply
Giving flyers resulted in only 1 new user of
the program. Committee feels that many peo-
ple don’t carry cash and pay everything with
debit/credit cards. This is a way to make it
easier for members & visitors to donate. En-
velopes will continue to be available.
Amazon lists the square between $240 to
$300. Cynthia made a motion that we pur-
chase an Apple Square with up to $400. Di-
ane seconded. Motion passed.

Money Counter

Brad Ettestad has volunteered to become our
money counter. He will need to be removed
from the credit card and bank authorizations.
Brenda made motion to make the change.
Seconded by Cynthia. Megan & Brian will take
care of changing the Business Sighature au-
thorization form.

Safety Deposit Box

Megan is updating form for the safety deposit
box. Confirmed that the president and treas-
urer should have access.

Parish Nurse & Health Advisory Team
Parish nurse position was previously ap-
proved. Job description was distributed indi-
cating that the parish nurse will report to Pas
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To those who helped with worship in August, includ-
ing: Ardel Henrickson, Leah Boe, Megan Boe, Connie
Wilson, Bill Mio, Skylar Kucera, Tony Whelchel, Steve
Saari, McKenna Whelchel, Linnaea Yount, Kjersti
Hanson, Kitty Sandstrom

1 To those who helped with fellowship, including: Bet-
4+ tyleanne, Kathi, and Ardel Henrickson, Brian Briggs,
Cynthia Warren, Maureen Jackson

To those who helped with music: Lynn Salo, Sue

- Hewitt, Brad Ettestad, and Kathy Thureen.

« To Bill Mio and Pat Jaksa for concrete work.

To those who keep our church grounds and flowers
looking great.

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when
they can be removed.

e T T P e S o Rk

Remember in vour prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Lorraine Nelson, Terry
Lucachick, Barb (Strandberg) Wichner

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russel Millender
Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Henry Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of July 31, 2025
Thank you for supporting First Evangelical Lutheran Ministries!

Current Current

Month Month Variance Yea/:;?];)late YeaBru'l('jo (le)tate Variance

Actual Budget g
Operating Income 10,357 16,606 (6,249) 116,724 116,241 483
Operating Expense 17,210 16,606 (604) 116,065 116,241 177
s:’gz““g Income Less Ex- | g g53) 0 (6,853) 660 0 660
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Scptcmbcr Blrl:hclays
9/1 Wyatt Amdahl 9/11 Owen Amundsen 9/21 Tammie Treat
Joshua Sobkowicz Kalsie Briggs 9/22 Tenneyson Amdahl
9/2 David VanBergen Jakob Eide Austin Valentine
9/3 Bill Bergstrom 9/12 Sophie Fredrickson 9/23 Riley Larson
Tony Jackson 9/13 Isaac Johnson 9/24 Amy Basaraba
Braeson Porter Glen Marcotte 9/25 Tara Tomczak
9/4 Wade Kennedy Kellie Swanson 9/26 Diane Raboin
9/5 Linda Martin 9/16 Maynard Nickelson 9/27 Brian Briggs
9/6 Macey Marcotte Gail Rasmussen Chanin Smith
9/7 Wendy Ness Charles Swanson William Wagner
9/8 Tamara Sjoblom 9/17 Mya Gilbertson 9/28 John Slatinski IV
Ryan Zub 9/18 Adalyn Zub 9/29 Zachary Wichner
9/9 Michelle Boelk 9/19 Kristine Jackson 9/30 Jonathan Froemke
9/10 Ron Gilbertson 9/20 Kyra Hasbargen Kelly Golnick
Luke Valentine

More Info & Donate

Ariel Smith
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WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR. JOURNEY, YOU ARE-WELCOME HERE!
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement

Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.
Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation
and the community at large.

‘WORSHIP SERVICE

Available on our website Sundays at 11 a.m.

Office: 218-283-2208

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.




