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First Lutheran celebrated two baptisms this past
month. Welcome to the family, little ones.
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What's Up, Youth? God’s Work; Our Hands: Bill Mio (left) and

Page 8 Chris Scofield (right) work on concrete and
tree trimming to beautify our church home.




2 The VOICE October 2025

- " From the Pastor’s Desﬁt':wm'wmj

= —e— = ==

Generous Together Stewardshlp Program

Hi friends! Our Generous Together Stewardship Program is officially underway for Fall!
As you are reading this, we will have already shared in the fun of session three both
in church and at coffee hour! This is a synod-wide project we as a finance committee
and council took on last year to help us all learn about being good stewards of the
gifts God gives us! This project will continue through December 14th when we will
have a culminating celebration and lunch at church. You can expect two more ses-
sions on October 12th and November 9th as well as a letter that will come in the mail
in late November.

Why “"Generous Together”?

Generosity has always been alive in our congregations, even if we haven't always
known how to name it or express it. “Generous Together” is designed to help us rec-
ognize and celebrate the abundant ways God is already at work among us. By nurtur-
ing an environment where our stories and experiences of giving can be shared and
heard, we create space for something truly transformative.

This initiative stands out from other stewardship programs because we won't just be
talking about generosity - we'll be immersed in it! By using The Generosity Project
(TGP) curriculum, we will have the opportunity to experience first-hand what it feels
like to live generously.

Imagine using all your senses to tell God’s story in your life and witnessing the impact
of generosity on our faith community!

Come Experience the Generosity of Community

“Generous Together” is more than a program—it’s an invitation to experience gener-
osity as a way of life. We believe that God’s generous spirit is already within each of
us, and we’re excited to bring that spirit to life through this interactive and engaging
|n|t|at|ve We invite you to join us for our remaining monthly interactive Sundays
where we will gather to learn, share, and experl- cp .

ence the joy of being “Generous Together Come
with open hearts and curious minds, ready to ex-
plore how your unique gifts can contribute to our
shared story of faith and generosity.

Let’'s embark on this journey together, discovering
how generosity can not only transform our con-
gregation but also deepen our connections with
one another. Your presence makes a difference—
let’s be “"Generous Together”!

Peace to you all in this season of generosity! If
you have any questions, please reach out!
Your friend in Christ,

Pastor Christie
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting
Thursday, Sept 18, 2025

Attendance: Pastor Christie Manisto, President
Brian Briggs, Vice-President Kris Jackson, Secre-
tary Diane McCarthy, Treasurer Megan Whelchel,
Service/Outreach Brenda Bertilson, Worship and
Music Lynn Salo

Absent: Betty Jeanne Henrickson, Cynthia Warren,
Emmitt Olsen, Youth Members McKenna Whelchel
and Nick Schultz

Meeting was called to order by President Brian
Briggs at 5:00pm

Lynn Salo led the Opening Devotion & Prayer with
a reading by Mary Anne Williamson. Brian volun-
teered for next month’s devotion.

Additions to the Agenda - Pastor added Contin-
uing Education Funds to New Business. Agenda
was also adjusted to allow Megan to discuss the
finance report & new business at beginning of
meeting.

Financial Reports from August 2025 - Megan
Whelchel

Operating is down by only $1800 due to generous
giving. Usually down much more at this point in
year. Committee is hoping Generous Together
program will help level off our finances.

Diane made motion to approve August financial
reports. Seconded by Brian. Passed.

Finance Committee had a good meeting. The

signers on the bank accounts have been changed.
Brad’s name will remain on the account for the CD
at Border Bank but we have sent a letter stating
he does not have the authority to change any-
thing. Brian & Megan have full signing ability and
Pastor Christie has limited access. Megan is check-
ing on the safety deposit box and should know
more next week. She is completing the work on
changing the credit card signers. Apple Square
has been ordered but has not yet arrived.
New Business
Budget meeting with Zion Fort Frances to up-
date contract
Need to have representatives meet with Zion
council members regarding their contract and
updating pastor’s salary. Brian & Megan vol-
unteered. Pastor will arrange meeting.
Finance Committee Laptop: The current laptop
will not accept Windows 11. Windows 10 be-
comes obsolete at end of October. Need to
purchase new laptop. Megan will work with
the bookkeepers as to what they prefer.
Brenda made motion to approve purchasing a
new laptop. Amended motion to approve

spending up to $1,000. Lynn seconded. Mo-
tion Passed.

. Budget Sheets for 2026: Budget sheets
were handed out and need to be completed
next month.

° Contract for Printer: Current printer con-
tract is with Marco. Finance committee rec-
ommended and Megan made motion to re-
new the contract for 60 months with unlim-
ited color and black & white, 65 pages per
minute, rate of $708.97/month. Contract
should include a new printer with warranty
and help desk. Pastor seconded the motion.
Passed.

Secretary’s Report

August minutes were approved via email on Au-

gust 23, 2025.

Diane would like to thank everyone who offered

their support during her recent surgery & recov-

ery.

Pastoral Report

Pastoral acts

e Led worship/preached at Zion Fort Frances
and First Lutheran

e 1 funeral (Barb Bergh)

e 1 premarital appointment (wedding
2/22/26)

e Pastoral Care visits

e God’s work our hands Sunday

Community

e Kooch board of aging board meeting

+ Bronco open house (gave pencils and stick-
ers to all students!)

(Continued on page 3)

Rev. Christie Manisto,
pastor

Monday to Thursday
10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council (continued from page 3)

e Attended 2 welcome events for Rainy River
students
Youth/intergenerational activities
e Summer 2026 high school trip - planning
on backpacking in Montana. Griffin has al-
ready committed to going.
e Backpack blessing at both churches - well
attended
e All Youth Gathering
Synod
¢ Mental Health team meeting via zoom
e VLM board meeting
e Attended fall theological conference
Admin
e Committee meetings (finance, building and
grounds, worship, care corps etc.)
e Mailing to all youth about upcoming activi-
ties and programs.
e Planning for upcoming Bonhoeffer (book)
study
Zion Fort Frances
¢ Confirmation planning - 10 students. This
will be their first confirmation class in 3
years.
¢ Ministerial meeting with June
e Rainy Crest worship service
Upcoming
e Confirmation begins 9/24 at First Lutheran
(and 9/20 & 27 at Zion FF)
e Lay leader network event 9/30 6:30-8:00
PM First Lutheran
e Bonhoeffer study begins on October 7th in
Fort Frances
Personal
Pastor will be away from the afternoon of October
15-October 20th to visit Sunday in NYC. Nancy
McBride will preach on October 19th
Committee Reports
President Brian Briggs Very pleased with all the
new faces during recent services.
Vice-President Kris Jackson
Ryan did some work on systems due to lightning
strike. Needed to purchase and install new trans-
mitter. We owe him $109. The sound system in
memorial hall needs a unit which will cost $100.
Kris made motion to pay Ryan for the transmitter
and the sound system unit. Lynn seconded. Mo-
tion passed.
Kris has started yoga again. Join her on Tuesdays.
Service/Outreach - Brenda Bertilson
Gods Work, Our Hands Sunday went very well.
Extra food went to Servants of Shelter. The lunch-
eon raised $181. First Lutheran Women added
$319 so we have $500 to give to Veterans Ser-
vices. Thank you cards will also be distributed by
Veterans Service. Hosting at Vet’'s Lodge was a
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very positive experience. It's a great resource that
is not well utilized; feel we need more vets to
know about it. Kris will see if we can add a link to
our website.

Food Drive will be October 15 to November 15.
Confirmation class will be working with the food
shelf at the college.

First Lutheran Women

Fall Gathering is October 1 in Mount Iron. At least
6 women will be attending.

Quilting Project - Ladies have been working on
completing quilts to be sold. One of the autumn
themed quilts will be raffled this fall. Others will
be sold at Tour of Trees. They will be working on
the quilts Wed. Sept 24th and after church on
Sept 28. Contact Kris or Maureen for other dates
if you would like to help.

Worship and Music - Lynn Salo

Lynn attended a music themed retreat last week-
end which was very inspiring. Thanked the council
for sending her. "Peace on the Prairie” Retreat
gave her ideas of how to incorporate new music
into services. She was able to bring back lots of
music as well as free resources for other music to
use. Also did Mandala rock painting which is a
great destressing activity that may be good for
the youth.

Health Advisory Team - Pastor Christie

Room is ready for Kathi to start using as Parish
Nurse.

Some team members are planning on attending
the NE Synod Walking Together event in Grand
Rapids on October 11. There will be sessions on
Faith Community Nursing and How to Develop a
Congregational Mental Health and Wellness Team.
A recent donation of $100 will be used to pay for
registration. Pastor Christie has applied for a
$1,000 Walking Together grant to be used for the
Parish Nurse Program.

Health Advisory Team is now pastor, Diane
McCarthy, Tony Welchel, and Mikala Hansen.Kathi
prepared and distributed information packets to
committee members.

Building and Grounds - not present, submit-
ted by BettyJeanne

e Phil Hart has been contacted to silicone the file
cabinet for fire proofing.

Bill Mio working on office lights

Parish Nurse office — Service Master has been
called to clean carpets. Thank you to Tony
Holenko for his work.
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Women of the ELCA
September 9, 2025 Minutes

Brenda Bertilson opened the meeting with  and seconded to make it a $500.00 total dona-
devotions based on Matthew 5:16. tion. The motion carried.

Mission and Purpose statements were read. The Laurentian Fall Gathering is October
The August 12th potluck at Maureen Jackson’s 1st, 2025 in Mountain Iron. Several of our
home was attended by 12 women. Good food = members

and good company. plan to attend. Join us for a great day.
Treasurer’s report was reviewed. The next meeting is scheduled for October
The Helping Hands food in the Memorial 14,2025 at 5:00 p.m.

Hall freezer is well re-stocked. Respectfully submitted,

The sloppy joe fundraiser for veterans’ medi- Sandy Harju, Secretary.
cal travel raised $181.00. A motion was made

KCFA is the primary organization working
to end food insecurity and hunger in
Koochiching County. They provide food, free of
cost, to anyone struggling to meet their food
needs.

We believe all people in our community
should have reliable access to affordable food
with as few barriers as possible. As grocery
prices continue to soar, KCFA can provide food
support for you and your household.

A food drive is planned for October 15-
November 15, 2025, to help the KCFA food
shelf meet the increasing needs in our com-
munity during winter and the upcoming holi-
days.

Shelf stable foods, personal care items,
and cleaning supplies are all welcome dona-
tions.

Monetary donations are also appreciated
as they can be used to purchase foods from
the food bank at reduced prices.




Workshops

6:30-8:30 PM at First
Lutheran Church

Sept 30th 2025 Spiritual Direction

This two-hour exploratory workshop will center
on what spiritual direction is and trying out some
contemplative practices that make up spiritual
direction in Christian communities around the
globe. There will be an opportunity to learn about
joining a spiritual direction group, if desired. Dr.
Monica Bruning, NEMN Synod Communication
Director and intern at Christos Center for Spiritual
Formation will fead the session.

November 6, 2025 Bible and Pie

This is a two-hour introductory workshop of the
Bible from Genesis to Revelation highlighting
major themes and historical events. Come and
meet some new friends and enjoy some delicious
homemade pie. Taught by Pastor Mark Skinner.

January 8, 2026 Who is Marty Luther?

This is a two-hour introduction to Martin Luther,
his history and basic teachings for the church and
the world that God so dearly loves. This is a great
review for life-long Lutherans or for people that
are brand new to the Lutheran tradition

March 12, 2026 Paul as Leader

Paul as Leader taught by George Martin, a retired
Episcopal priest, church planner, and interim ministry
specialist. (Even a Lutheran pastor once!) Knowing so
many people in his pastoral ministry with their
guestions, doubts, and interest in Paul he wanted to
know more about Paul’s letters and his story. He will
share from his recent book: Paul Found in His Letters.
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Pastor Christie Manisto will be the
discussion host at First Lutheran in
International Falls.

$10 PER SESSION

or pay as you can
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Sparking Hope: In Re-Formation
Bishop Amy Odgren

Guiding Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17

So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:
everything old has passed away; see, everything
has become new!

The Why

In 1517, Luther initiated a reformation movement
by publishing his 95 theses against what he saw
as abuses of the Catholic Church, most notably,
indulgences. He wanted a deep reform of the
Church with the aim of correcting the practices.
He wanted to eradicate or modify all that was
against the teachings of the New Testament. Lu-
ther did not intend to establish a new church, but
the refusal of the Pope to listen to him, and the
ensuing excommunication led to the breach he
had not wished for. The rest, as they say, is histo-

ry.

God’s reforming power is a central theme in
Scripture. God not only transforms individuals,
but is also at work in reforming communities, and
nations. The New Testament reveals the ultimate
expression of God’s transformative power
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. In Christ, God provides the means for a
profound spiritual transformation available to all
who believe. And the transformative power of
God is also evident in the work of the Holy Spirit.
In the second chapter of the Book of Acts, the
coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost empowers
the disciples, transforming them from fearful fol-
lowers into bold proclaimers of the Gospel.

I think that it’s natural for people to love a good
story of reformation. Life is full of trials, hard-
ships, and challenges, but through faith and per-
severance, many have found a way to turn their
lives around and live for a higher purpose. Here
are just a few examples:

-
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Corrie ten Boom’s story is one of deep faith and
forgiveness. During World War II, she and her
family hid Jews in their home to protect them
from the Nazis, only to be arrested and sent to
concentration camps themselves. After losing her
father and sister, Corrie was released from the
camp and began a ministry focused on for-
giveness and reconciliation. Despite the horrors
she experienced, Corrie forgave her captors and
even came face to face with one of them who had
tormented her in the camp.

C.S. Lewis, renowned author, was once a staunch
atheist. After years of intellectual struggle and in-
fluence from Christian friends like J.R.R. Tol-
kien, Lewis surrendered his heart to Christ. He
went on to become one of the most influential
Christian thinkers and apologists of the 20th cen-
tury. His works, including “Mere Christianity”
and “The Problem of Pain,” continue to inspire
Christians around the world.

Mary Magdalene is one of the most well-known
figures in the New Testament, known for her
transformation from a troubled woman to a faith-
ful follower of Jesus. Mary’s story shows that no
matter how lost or broken someone may feel,
God’s healing power can bring about a complete
transformation.

St. Augustine of Hippo, one of the most influen-
tial Christian theologians in history, lived a wild
and wayward life in his youth. His mother, St.
Monica, prayed for him tirelessly, and eventually,
Augustine turned to Christ. He went on to write
“Confessions,” one of the most famous spiritual
autobiographies, and his theological works con-
tinue to shape Christian thought today.

These stories of transformation serve as a remind-
er that no matter how dim things may seem,
God’s love and grace can bring light and hope,
showing that it’s never too late to find a new di-
rection.
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P Flrst Lutheran Youth: What’s_ u'pv

Confirmation scheduled for Oct. 26th

The Affirmation of Baptism, sometimes referred to as the Rite of
Confirmation, is scheduled for Sunday, October 26th. This will be
for this year’s ninth grade confirmands.

Those planning to be confirmed this year are asked to attend two
meetings prior to October 26th to finish a project for the big day.
These will be on Wednesday evening during the regular class time
on October 1st and 8th.

Confirmation classes for grades 6-8 have begun. See the sched-
D et ule below for dates and times.

Confirmation schedule for October
All classes at 7 p.m.

October 1st and 8th, no class on the 15th due to MEA break, 22nd, and
29th.

Confirmation students are requested to sign up for 5 worship leader-
ship slots throughout the year.

Each student is encouraged to turn in a minimum of 10 worship notes.
(You are welcome to do morel)

The Fall Youth Assembly is November 22-23
at Cragun’s Resort in Brainerd.
All young people grades 9-12 are invited!
Watch for more information!

The Chrlstmas K|ds Shop

The Christmas Kids Shop is looking for donations to help fill the tables for
shopping. Items such as knick-knacks, jewelry, and men’s gifts should be in
nearly new or good condition. If you would like to give a monetary dona-
tion, this will be used to purchase gifts and wrapping supplies.

Donations can be dropped off at Holy Trinity Episcopal Church in the
Falls. Please consider donating gifts or money to provide area children the op-
portunity to shop for Christmas gifts for their families. Kids can shop for their
adults. No money is needed to shop.

The “store” will be open on Sundays in October and November from 1 to 3.

Thank you for helping to make someone’s Christmas merry.
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(Continued from page 4)

¢ Butterfly Garden - Trees by have been cut. Plan
to plant small spruce trees. A berm for perenni-
als will be added in spring. Thank you to Chris
Scofield.

e Canoe trailer has new tires. Tie downs will be
added later. Thank you to Bill Mio.

e All manuals for appliances like hot water heater
will be filed in file cabinet.

¢ Nine Square - Bill is going to make storage
container to be kept in shed.

e Flat Roof Leak on south side in the same spot
as previously. Lloyd & Emmitt will look & possi-
bly call Range Roofing.

e Thank you sent to Pat Jaksa for repairing con-
crete sidewalks

e No sound on TV in Memorial Hall. Being re-
paired.

e Valve on urinal in men’s bathroom sticks. Betty
Jeanne will call plumber.

e Continuing to work on Memorial Hall carpet in-
stallation.

Fellowship - not present, submitted by Cyn-
thia Warren

For God's Work Our Hands, Fellowship made the
sloppy joes. It went very well.

The last weekend of Sept, the 28th Fellowship will
be putting together a light, Minnesota lunch for
Give Generously with Rachael following our church
service. Hoping we will have a good turnout.

Youth Report — Nick Schultz/McKenna
Whelchel not present

Happy Homecoming Week to our youth and con-
grats to HC King Emmitt Olsen

Old Business - Review Retreat Goals
Notes from the May Retreat were distributed and

discussed. Goals that we have been working on:

e Music: Worship Committee integrated the
“Song of the Month” this summer. We've been
doing a lot of new music. Church purchased egg
shakers which will be available to use during
one of our upcoming services.
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e Rainy River Community College: Pastor & other
members participated in the new student wel-
come event and spoke with the Resident Life
Instructor. Additionally, the Sunday before the
meetings, there was a lot of food left over after
coffee hour and it was left off at the dorms.
Suggested that we invite the students whenev-
er we plan another meal at the church.

e Youth: The canoe trip participants are eager to
remain active including attending the All Youth
Gathering and planning a backpacking trip to
Montana. Several high schoolers attended the
blessing of the backpacks. Hoping these stu-
dents will continue to become involved in other
church activities.

One action item that has not yet been acted on is

starting a Monthly Community Meal. This would

require a lot of work and commitment. We would
need to find funding and an appropriate venue for
meal preparation. In other communities, it has
been a free meal for everyone who wanted to at-
tend. We discussed that if there is an interest in
doing the Community Meal, we would need to
form a separate committee to be responsible for
planning and implementing.

New Business - Pastor’s Continuing Ed Funds
Pastor would like to attend an event next year in
February that will cost $600 plus air fare. While
the event and funds would apply to next fiscal
year, she needs to send in $350 deposit soon. The
event is an opportunity through the synod to go
learn about southern border issues. The synod will
be working with a church in El Paso, Texas. Coun-
cil approved paying the deposit now and applying
the cost to next year’s Continuing Education
Budget.

Next meeting: The third Thursday in October is
during MEA weekend. Pastor Christie and Megan
are unavailable. Decided to move the meetings to
the following week.

Executive Meeting: October 21, 2025

Council Meeting: October 23, 2025

Pastor led us in a prayer and meeting adjourned.
Submitted by Secretary Diane McCarthy.

Choir practice has begun!!
Join us on Wednesdays from 6 to 6:45
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Thanks for your help with worship and beyond!

Sklar Kucera, Brian Briggs, Bill Mio, Megan Boe, Leah
i} Boe, George Boe, McKenna Whelchel, Carol Bass, Pat
1780 Ettestad, Sherri Mannausau, Steve Saari, Diane
1 - McCarthy, Ardel Henrickson, Kris Jackson, Maureen &
N | Jim Jackson, Griffin Offerdahl, Lloyd Skogstad, Lynn
-' Salo, Sue Hewitt, Kathy Thureen, Emmitt Olson, Sue
Mathews, Brenda Bertilson, Kitty Sandstrom, Cynthia
| Warren, Rachel Hasbargen-Glowack, Pat Jaksa, Chris
4 Scofield,

And the CHOIR!!

Prayer Chain
First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list

for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when

they can be removed.
R T LT T P T T P R T e s

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Terry Lucachick,
Lorraine Nelson, Barb (Strandberg) Wichner

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russell Milender
Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Lynda Tilander, Henry Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of August 31, 2025
Thank you for supporting First Evangelical Lutheran Ministries!

Current Current

Month Month Variance Yea;;?j;ate YeaE;u'Lo le)tate Variance

Actual Budget 8
Operating Income 14,749 16,606 (1,857) 131,473 132,847 (1,374)
Operating Expense 15,140 16,606 1,466 131,205 132,847 1,643
0 t -

perating Income Less Ex (392) 0 (392) 2683 0 268

pense
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[ - October Birthdays__

10/2 Deborah Scofield 10/22 Cullen Rein
10/3 Annika Amdahl 10/23 Jayne Rein
Jack Cook Deacon Schultz
Erik Lassila 10/24 Eric Hebner
John Willmarth 10/26 Tony Whelchel
10/4 Denise Hall-Atchley 10/27 Michele Bergstrom
Michelle Willmarth 10/29 Aleisha Mason
10/6 Alyssa Bergstrom 10/30 Joshua Wuollet
Blake Museta

Taylor Wilson
10/7 Kathryn Thureen
10/10 Joseph Kapla
10/12 Bradley Ettestad
Ryan Jensen
10/14 Jake Froemke
Deb Nash
10/16 Susan Nickelson
10/17 Sue Mathews
10/19 Bob Smith
Isabella Willmarth
Landon Zub
10/20 Becca Schultz
10/21 John Boerger

“"God’'s Work, Our Hands” successful

Thank you to everyone who helped with, do-  tal donation toward veteran medical travel up to
nated to, or participated in the "Red, White, and  $500.00. Those funds and the thank you notes

Blue Day" honoring our veterans. will be delivered to the Veteran's Service Office.
There were $181.00 in donations received to- Hosting at the Veteran's Lodge went well. It

ward veteran's medical travel and many thank you is a comfortable, welcoming place, and we would

notes collected at the luncheon. encourage others to stop by the Backus facility.

The FLW is donating $319.00 to bring our to-

Things to mark on your calendar!

Bonhoeffer Book Study in Fort Frances begins October 7th
Generous Together gathering after church October 12th

Confirmation at First, Zion Ft. Frances, and Zion I Falls
is October 26th

All Saints Sunday is November 2nd
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First Evangellcal Lutheran Church ELCA

WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

S

First Lutheran S Mlssmn Statement

Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement
First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God'’s grace by:

Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.

Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.

Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.

Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28

Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregatlon
and the community at large.

Available on our website
Sundays at 11 a.m.

Office: 218-283-2208

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
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WORSHIP SERVICE

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.




