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Confirmation 2025: Left to right: Instructor
Nancy McBride, Ava Gilbertson, Grace Weisz,
Pastor Christie Manisto. Three other students
were confirmed at Zion I Falls. Congratulations!
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From the Pagtor's Desé

Hello Friends,

The month of November is often associated with gratitude and generosity. Noting
this, we will continue to embark on our own journey into those wonderful things. Part of
that journey is the Generous Together program that we started last January.

Time has flown and the final sessions in our Generous Together program will be hap-
pening this month, with a celebration in December. As an integral part of these last ses-
sions, later this month you will be receiving a letter in the mail from our team with a “giving
intent” card tucked inside. This is something that we haven't done at First Lutheran in a
very long time and so we will see how it goes! We feel this is an excellent teaching and
learning tool. Specifically, we are interested in receiving some data around what is shared
regarding time, talent, and treasure, and, when we see that data, we may see where we
can challenge ourselves to grow in our generosity. _ -

Please do read that letter and fill out the card! We re-
ally appreciate it. And speaking of being generous, at our
session in October those who attended shared many ways
that this church is already so generous throughout not just
First Lutheran, but our community, synod, and even our
world. Please check out that article later in this publication.
Exciting things are happening, and I am, and continue to
be, so grateful for all of you.

First Lutheran is an amazing congregation with such a
vibrant ministry. Let’s keep going!

Your friend in Christ, Pastor Christie
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting
October 23, 2025

Attendance: Pastor Christie Manisto, Presi- + Attended Zion Lutheran (I Falls) hot
dent- Brian Briggs, Vice-President Kris Jack- dish dinner fundraiser

son, Treasurer Megan Whelchel, Service/ - Jury duty on 10/21 and 10/23
Outreach Brenda Bertilson, Discipleship Betty - Attended Pastor Appreciation Lunch at
Jeanne Henrickson, Building & Grounds Em- Good Sam

mitt Olson, Youth Member Nick Schultz Youth/mterqeneratlonal activities

Absent: Secretary Diane McCarthy, Worship Started confirmation at First and Zion
and Music - Lynn Salo, Fellowship Cynthia (Wednesdays 7pm at First; 2 Saturdays
Warren, Youth Members McKenna Whelchel at Zion)

Call to Order was at 5:20 pm - Working on signing up students for all

youth gathering (17 signed up!)
Working toward a hiking trip with HS
youth next summer

Opening Devotion/Prayer - Brian read
Psalm 46. Brenda Bertilson volunteered for

next month. . Confirmation of 2 students on Oct 26th
There were no Additions to the Agenda. at First.
Secretary’s Report: September minutes Synod .

: : - One conference text study in Cook, MN
MIEFE] agproved ial emailkon Sepk 22 2025 + Attended the Laurentian Conference
Approve financial reports from Septem- WELCA gathering in Mt. Iron
ber 2025 Admin
Megan reported that we are down $5000 cur- - Committee meetings (finance, building
rently. Giving for the month of September and grounds, worship, care corps etc.)
was down. We are hoping this is related to - Assisting FLC finance committee picking
the warm weather in September. Our goal is up paychecks when ready

to rebound and turn that trend around. A
mailing will be going out in November and we
will conclude the Generous Together pro-

Generous together programming
(planning and implementation)

gram. Zion Fort Frances
o Confirmation Service on Sunday Oct 26
We are currently at 75% of our budget. Our Upcoming

expenses are flat or in some cases down so
spending is on track.
Kris moved; Brenda second. No discussion.

All approved. (Council page 4)
Pastoral Report
Pastoral acts

Led worship/preached at Zion Fort
Frances and First Lutheran

All Saints Sunday (reading of names
and service of healing) (11/2)

1 graveside service (Gary Rasmussen) Rev. Christie Manisto,
1 premarital appointment (wedding pastor

2/22/26)

Pastoral Care visits Monday—Thursday

Two baptisms (Fort Frances)

Began Bonhoeffer study at FF (41 in at- 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

tendance!) Friday
New member class and installed 6 new 9 a.m. to noon
members at First at the end of Sept 218-283-2208
) www.firstlutheranifalls.org
M : : firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com

Attended High school swim meet at FHS
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Council (continued from page 3)

Lay leader network event 11/6 6:30-
8:00 PM First Lutheran

Bonhoeffer study continues October
28th in Fort Frances

All youth gathering Nov 22-23 at Cra-
gun’s in Brainerd

Joanna Lee funeral Saturday Oct 24th
First Lutheran

Personal

Steve and I had a wonderful time in NYC visit-
ing our daughter.

Committee Reports

President - Brian Briggs no report

Vice-President — Kris Jackson no report

Service/Outreach — Brenda Bertilson

3 prayer chains this month; 2 cards sent.
Food drive has started; donations are coming
in well. This is wonderful because the food
shelf is struggling right now due to increased
use.

We are hoping to add a line item for food shelf
at $100 a month ($50 to KCFA and $50 to the
college food shelf). There are a lot of people
needing help right now. Ruby’s pantry is shut-
ting down; SNAP benefits will not be paid in a
few weeks. Betty shared that she feels it is the
right thing to do. She has spoken with the
staff at River North College (Amy Amundson
who is in charge of this program) and the
need is great there as well.

Brian made motion that $100 a month go to
help the food shelves. Megan Seconded.

All approved the motion. This will be a condi-
tional line item for now. It will be a proposed
line item for the 2026 budget pending congre-
gational approval.

Discipleship- Betty Henrickson

Confirmation is going very well. We may lose
a couple of students to Littlefork Lutheran who
are moving to a 1 Sunday a month confirma-
tion program. (We have spoken to Pastor
Andy) We will still have 18 students if all are
in attendance.

November 2025

Youth Report ~ Nick Schuitz, (McKenna
Whelchel, absent)

Fall sports are coming to a close; football lost
last Tuesday night; volleyball lost last night;
girls swimming is going to sections date: TBD

Veterans Day Nov 11--school is off the 10th

Hockey girls/boys practice starting; basketball
girls/boys practice starting; swimming boys
practice starting. New wrestling program
starting for high school

Scholarship season is starting

Cragun’s all youth gathering 3rd weekend in
Nov.

Fellowship — submitted by Cynthia Warren

Fellowship served a light lunch for Give Gener-
ously presentation after church service on
Sept 28, Rachel Berry was the presenter.
Ham and cheese sliders, egg salad sandwich-
es, Jello salads, brownies, rhubarb cake and
other sides were served. A very good turnout
of about 50.

Fellowship served an assortment of home-
made muffins, breads and coffee for another
presentation of Give Generously by Rachael
Barry after church service on October 12th. A
turn-out of 40+ enjoyed this time.

There will be another Give Generously in Nov
and Fellowship will provide lunch.

We will be hosting a potluck dinner on Christ-
mas eve again after the evening service.

Building and Grounds ~ Emmitt Olson/Betty-
Jeanne Henrickson

Reviewed ‘26 Budget. Made changes for in-
surance, janitorial services and licenses

Bill & Emmitt set timers for outside lights. 1
light is burned out

Bill will finish lights in secretary’s office.

Bill will check out weatherstripping on out-
side office door. :
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October 14, 2025, Minutes

Brenda Bertilson opened the meeting by reading an
article titled “Dust If You Must.”

Mission and Purpose statements were read.

Minutes from previous meeting were read and ap-
proved.

Correspondence was reviewed.

No Treasurer’s report this month.

Motion was made and seconded to send $100.00 to-
wards expenses incurred by the 2020’s Triannual. Car-
ried.

Christmas Bazaar: Dena Bergstrom and a friend have
volunteered to chair crafts; Cynthia Warren will serve

coffee and goodies; Kris Jackson will lead a lefsa-
making session; Maureen Jackson is making meatballs.
Brenda Bertilson is in charge of baked goods, jams, and
candies. A painting donated by Henry Carey will be raf-
fled off.

Outreach is sponsormg a food drive October 15" to
November 15™ for the Koochiching County Food Ac-
cess. Their shelves are quite empty.

New tablecloths for basement dining room discussed.
More information is needed before making a decision.

Next meeting is November 11, 2025, at 5 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Sandy Harju, Secretary

ChfIStmaS

First Lutheran’s
Annual Bazaar
and Craft Sale

is scheduled for
December 6th

with lefse,
meatballs,
and more.

Graftsanﬂ Treats

Get out your
knitting needles
and scroll saws,

paint brushes,
and sewing
machines.
Let’s make this
' the best one evers!!
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Council (continued from page 4)

Taylor Plumbing replaced valves in 2 bath-
rooms. Advised that will need to replace
the toilets if have more problems due to
age & unavailability of parts.

One air conditioner motor needs replace-
ment. Shannons will replace it in spring.

No date yet for washing carpets.

Small spruce trees planted. Small berm will
be added around butterfly garden in
spring.

Still considering camera for security at of-
fice entrance.

Dates have been set for Memorial Hall car-
pet replacement in early January.

Will continue discussions on woman’s up-
stairs bathroom.

Finances - Megan Whelchel

All budget sheets are due. Finance computer
came in and went to small town tech to get
updated and is finished.

Worship and Music - Lynn Salo, absent/no re-
port

Next worship and music meeting (and altar
guild) will be October 30 at 5pm.

Health & Wellness - Pastor

Kathi and Diane attended the Walking togeth-
er event in Grand Rapids which included a
workshop on Parish Nursing. Team will be
meeting on November 3™ at 1:00pm.

November 2024

Old Business - Zion Fort Frances

Zion would like to keep the pastor’s hours the
same for this next year. They are aware of
her annual increases due to guidelines and
are fine with this.

We are now doing their bulletins, and they re-
ally love it. This work is covered within the
time and payment they provide.

New Business
Barb Bergh's memorial fund, $640

Pastor Christie made a motion that $238 of
Barb’s fund go toward paying for Bibles which
were already purchased. The bibles are for
our 6th grade confirmation youth (as is the
tradition here) and for an adult lay person
who requested one. The remaining funds
should go to the youth. Kris Seconded. All
voted in favor.

Christmas - We will take our Christmas photo
on Monday Nov 3rd at 5:30 PM

Alyce Training = Griffin has offered to give a
class on Active Shooters. Pastor Christie will
schedule,

Confirmation = sign cards for our 2 confirm-
ands

Banking--The transition to Old National and
getting our online access to our accounts has
been very difficult due to circumstances be-
yond our control. Megan, Brian, and Pastor
Christie will be meeting at the branch to deal
with this. We need to put Megan as treasurer
on all accounts overseen by First Lutheran per
Old National Policy in order to get online ac-
cess to our accounts. Motion by Bettyleanne
and second by Kris. All voted in favor.

Adjournment 5:45 pm

Next Executive Meeting: November 18,
2025

Next Council Meeting: November 20,
2025
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PARADE

First and Zion members and all
Meet at First Lutheran at 5:00 PM
on Friday November 28th!
We will put on the bling and be ready
to walk in the parade!

A

o)



First Lutheran Youth: What's Up?

i THE NEMN SYNOD

ALL YOUTH GATHERING
GRADES 6-12

NOVEMBER 22-23, 2025
CRAGUN'S RESORT, BRAINERD

All youth in grades 6-12 and their adult

leaders are invited for a weekend retreat to

grow in faith, build relationships, laugh and

play, and worship with hundreds of youth

from across the synod! We plan to gather
M once again at Cragun’s Resort near Brain-

. erd, Saturday night through Sunday noon.

s The All Youth Gathering will include large

:1 )"Li'_l.f; E.a’_‘}l;: L F A “‘#I‘HF s

uE; wdeiss _ group sessions for the entire group, learn-
All Youth Gathering ing opportunities by age group, hotel life,
Peatag e TG Aevmscls Syvesd . games, worship, and more! This eventis
et 31,31 3 : planned and led by the LYO Leadership
Team.

¢

¥,

Confirmadcion has begun
for grades 6-8

most Wednesdays from
1'8 pomo

Please attend worship and classes
—— to prepare for your affirmation of baptism.

We are planning for the future?!

Backpacking in Montana Hay rides in the snow
Canoe day trips on the river Snowshoeing in the Park
Bowling Games Food Fun
Christmas Parade Service Projects

2027 Youth Gathering in Minneapolis
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Do you Know?!
Paul shared in his letter to the Corinthian churches about the
generosity within the church communities of Macedonia to
inspire the Corinthians and encourage them to live generous-
ly too for the sake of Christ and the neighbor! (2 Corinthians
8:1-9)
Telling stories of generosity inspires others and shows how
God’s love and grace is in our midst!
Thus, when we look at our own time and context, do you
know the amazing acts of generosity that are happening in
our households, our community and schools, our congrega-
tion, our NE MN Synod, and around the ELCA and Global
Partners?
Look at the stories of generosity that were lifted on Sunday,
October 12" at First Lutheran!
HOUSEHOLDS - Generous Acts!

o My neighbors plow for me.
Mow grass/lawn for a neighbor
Plow snow
Share household chores
Donating money for poor families
Helping hand to neighbor
Empty the garbage
All kinds of chores

o 0O 0 0 0O ©O

COMMUNITY AND SCHOOL - Generous Acts!
o Made hat for college kid that came from warm area

Vet’s lodge

Falls Alumni Foundation

Blood donation this past week

Donate good items for those who don’t have
Coaches Time to build teams

o 0 0 0o o

Warm clothes for weather (cold) drive for Rainy River stu-
dents

Community volunteer

Monetary Donations

Help at food shelf

Take people places

Attend school events

Garden sharing

Recruit for a blood drive

Referendum for the school (remodel)

Help with college and other church community projects
Food shelf

0 0O 0o 0O 0O 0 0 O 0 0

CONGREGATION - Generous Acts!
o Muffins today for coffee hour

The VOICE

Help with building maintenance
Extending welcome

Quilting

Bazaars

Volunteering

Tell others about my church
Support the pastor

Donate to church

Ride to church

Women'’s club

0O 0O 0O 0 0O 0O 0 0 0 0o o

Our WELCA supports many local programs like food shelf,
SOS, Veterans, and also Synod issues such as the scholar-
ships for pastors.

Donate crafts for fundraisers

Attend other churches

Tie quilts

Church offering

Give of my time and talents and give what money | can
Mow lawn to keep neighbor happy!

Babysit for someone

o 0 0o 0 0 0 o0 O

Prepare a meal unexpectedly

SYNOD - Generous Acts!
o Attend meetings

Donate money to continue our work
Thrivent

Mission support

Youth Gathering

WELCA is doing projects in Africa
Reconciling in Christ!

Emmaus Fund

Generous Together Project

o 0 0 0 0O 0 0 0 O

Raising up Pastors and Deacons

ELCA AND GLOBAL PARTNERS — Generous Acts!

o Lutheran World Relief
o Mission Work

o World Hunger

o ELCA Bible Camps!

o Seminaries

Now you know!!

When we share stories of generosity, we are telling the sto-
ries of God’s generosity in the world!

LIVE IT OUT!

Special thanks to and for Rachel Berry!




10

| |

)
'\

Il

/ /
I//’//w,f/f‘,f//

g ‘\

they can be removed.

‘ L/L"’\ /

The VOICE

November 2025

To those who helped with worship and fellowship in Octo-
ber, including: Leah Boe, Megan Boe, Carol Bass, Connie
Wilson, Cynthia Warren, Ardel Henrickson, Kathi Henrickson,
BettyJeanne Henrickson, Kitty Sandstrom, Brenda Bertilson,
Maureen Jackson, Sherri Mannausau, Brenda Sullivan, Sandy
Harju, Bill Mio, Skyler Kucera, Courtney Youso

To those who helped with music: Sue Hewitt, Brad Ettestad,
Lynn Salo, Kathy Thureen, Sunday and Steve Saari, and the

choir.

Thank you so much!!

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when

bk o R e Rk R e e e R ek ok

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Lorraine Nelson,
Barb (Strandberg) Wichner, Terry Lucachick,

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russell Millender

Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Henry Carey, Sharon Hedlund, Lynda Tilander

General Fund Financial Information

As of September 30. 2025

Thank you for supporting First Evangelical Lutheran Ministries!

Current Craent . Year To Date |Year To Date .
Month Month Variance Actual Budget Variance
Actual Budget &
Operating Income 10,673 16,606 {5,933) 142,237 149,453 (7,216)
Operating Expense 15,657 16,606 949 146,862 149,453 2,591
S:::j“"g Income Less Ex- |/ 954y 0 (4,984) (4,625) 0 (4,625)
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_ [\bvcmbcr Birthdays

Douglas Arason
Chev Arnold
Mary Christensen
Ward Merrill
Timothy Rousseau
Steven Schultz
Logan Weisz
Evan Amdahl
Derek Clark
Douglas Bertilson
Brooklyn Glennie
11/9 Doug Trappe
11/10 Nick Jackson
Hunter Osse
11/11 Michelle Hebner
Kristine Johnson
Parker Olson
Clara Palm
Barb Plasky
11/13 George McDonald
Sarah Valentine
11/14 Laura Besch

11/1

11/2
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/8

11/15 Kyle Sjoblom
Nora Christensen
11/16 Delphine Bernath
Erica Bertilson
Christy Earley
Summer Froemke
Kristine Lassila
Gust Lorenson
Trent Steinbach
11/17 Harper Amdahl
Jessica Bright
Jordan Cook
Riley Gilbertson
Karen Kawulia
Christie Manisto
11/20 Jeff Herberg
11/21 Jesse Besch
Dean Cowman
Pam Jenson
Barb Keeney
11/22 Carter Germain
11/24 Bill Germain

Grady Larsen
Nancy Shermoen
11/25 Becky Roeder
James Roeder
11/26 Shawn Mason
Vicky Steinbach
11/27 Ruth Herberg
Jerrad Holenko

11/28 Andrew Sobkowicz

11/29 Jack Bartlett
Erin Rousseau
Hannah Rousseau
Cindy Wichner

11/30 Amanda¢as€ila
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October 26th at
Zion in Fort
= Frances.

-l Congratulations

“4  on entering this

Five young people
were confirmed on

§ important part of
% your faith journey.
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WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

+ + +

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website
Sundays at 11 a.m.

Office: 218-283-2208

First Lutheran S Mlssmn Statement

Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.
Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation
and the community at large.

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.




