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plane, train, automobile, and boat to get to Holden

| Village for a retreat from the rest of the world. No cell
| phones or wifi seems like retreat enough for some,

but they also sang, laughed, ate, relaxed, and learned

| more about God, about each other, and about them-

selves. A good time was, indeed, had by all. See more

| pictures on page 6, and make plans for hext time.
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Fromw the Pastor’s Desk

“"We pray for the big things and forget to give thanks for the ordinary, small
(and yet really not small) gifts.” — Dietrich Bonhoeffer

Hello July!

Although we may wonder how it is already July because it feels like sum-
mer has just begun, these summer days have already been full to bursting
with goodness, community and love. Some things have been hard. We have
sadly said goodbye to some dear and beloved ones, gathering for funerals to
pray and grieve and hold each other close. Some things have been happy--we
celebrated two weddings (so far), one offsite and one at our church. New love
and longtime rediscovered love brought stories, friends and family together.
Some things have been adventurous! Seventeen people from our church and
synod headed out to Holden Village for a week of learning, laughter and wor-
ship. All brought back stories that we will share later this month in a special
worship service. We also spent a week with Voyagers Lutheran Ministry staff
who came to put on a joined Day Camp with First and Zion Lutheran churches.
For anyone who has tried to lead 20 K-6th graders in games, worship, bible
study and crafts you know the word “adventure” doesn’t even cut it! We also
said hello to some old friends, welcoming Bishop Emeritus Tom Aitken back in-
to the fold (also always a wonderful adventure) for two worship services so
that 1 could be on some of those adventures.

More than a recounting of what we have “gotten done” or “been up to”
this summer, this for me is a short diary of all the ways we have come togeth-
er in an intentional way. To grieve to laugh to experience new things to meet
new friends. Living out in the most heartfelt ways our calling from Christ, to be
community. And while it is always notable that we gather for events, those big
times together that I mentioned at the beginning of this article, let’s not forget
that it is the day to day in between, the “ordinary and the small” gifts to quote
Bonhoeffer, where we also intentionally encounter one another. Be it through
hugs and hellos, through check ins and coffee, through helping hands or just a
shoulder to lean on that Christ also resides. . —

Things we may not even notice as important, to !
the contrary, they are absolutely worthy of our
gratitude for through them we are sustained in
our journey of life.

Happy summer friends. While I am praying
for a “quieter” July, I am grateful for whatever
comes. Most of all I am simply grateful for this
community and all of you. May you find ways
notice the gifts you are to one another as we
continue in community in these summer days
and beyond.

Your friend in Christ,
Pastor Christie
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting
June 19, 2025

First Evangelical Lutheran Church Council
Minutes for Thursday, June 19, 2025
Attendance: Pastor Christie Manisto, Presi-
dent Brian Briggs, VP Kris Jackson, Building &
Grounds Emmitt Olson, Worship & Music Lynn
Salo, Youth Member Nick Schultz

Absent: Secretary Diane McCarthy, Treasurer
Megan Wheichel, Service/Outreach Brenda
Bertilson, Fellowship Cynthia Warren,
Discipleship Betty Jeanne Henrickson, Youth
Member McKenna Whelchel

Call to Order by President Brian Briggs at 5
pm.

Opening Devotion/Prayer was led by Pastor
Christie. She read from “A Rhythm of Prayer”
by Amela Brown.

August Devotion will be led by Lynn.
Secretary’s Report: May Minutes were ap-
proved via email on May 21.

Financial Report for May 31, 2025 was re-
viewed with highlight from PC regarding
Bremer Bank returning her paycheck due to
computer glitch. She appreciated the help of
the Finance Committee in resolving the issue.
Lynn made a motion to accept the financial
report and Emmitt seconded it.

Pastoral Report

Pastoral acts

e Led worship/preached at Zion Fort Frances
and First Lutheran

e Council retreat at Camp Vermilion

¢ 2 funerals (Karen Hedke and Marlene Wag-
ner)

e 3 premarital appointments

e Care center visits

e Holden Village journey!

Community
» Kooch board of aging board meeting
e Last lunch buddies’ meetings

Youth/intergenerational activities

e Summer Day camp program planning/
advertising

e Prep meeting for Canoe trip in July

* Working to sign up students for camp
(including leadership camp)

Synod

e Mental Health team meeting via zoom
e Beloved You closing retreat

¢ VLM board meeting

Admin

e Committee meetings (finance, building and
grounds, worship, care corps etc.)

¢ Final details for Holden Village

Zion Fort Frances

e Sunday School planning meeting with Den-
ise

» Pastoral care calls

Upcoming

e Chopper McBride funeral 6/20

e Luettjohann wedding rehearsal 6/20
(offsite)

e Luettjohann Wedding 6/21(offsite)

e Ward/Judy wedding rehearsal 6/21

e Ward/Judy wedding 6/22 (2pm at church)
e 6/28 graveside service for Bud Blake
Personal

I will be away from the afternoon of 6/28-
Monday 6/30 for my niece’s graduation party
in Minneapolis.

Committee Reports

President Brian enjoyed speaking with Bishop
Tom on Sunday.

VP Kris said Ryan Skogstad has installed the
splitter box in Memorial Hall to sync the au-
dio/visual and has been reimbursed by the
church for the cost he incurred.
Service/Outreach Brenda provided the follow-
ing report by text to Kris:

Council, continued on page 4

Reverend Christie Manisto

Office Hours:

Monday—Thursday
10a.m. -2 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council (continued from page 3)

Service/Outreach: Prayer chains are still
busy. Our first time volunteering at the Back-
us
summer lunch program went well. We are
working on the details for Red, White and
Blue Sunday. Also planning a pre-holiday food
drive mid -October through mid-November.
FLW: Four ladies attended the WELCA synod
convention. Kris Jackson has volunteered to
share a summary on some Sunday. Plans are
progressing for the summer bake sale on July
22nd. Donations of baked goods, plants,
crafts or produce are greatly appreciated.
Discipleship Betty Jeanne—not present
PC said VBS will begin on Monday, June 23-27
from 9 am to 3 pm at Zion, I Falls. Registra-
tion begins Monday morning, sack lunch is
required. Thursday will be water day, wear a
swimsuit.
Youth Report-Nick
Summer Arts program with dance and one act
plays at Backus July 7-19.
Summer Agility Camp at the field behind the
high school for Grades 4-12 on Monday and
Wednesday evenings.
Nick has been invited to attend a working
with youth event July 20-26 in Boston. Three
churches will be attending. Nick has agreed to
share his experience with the church on a fu-
ture Sunday.
Fellowship Cynthia-not present
President Brian will contact Cynthia regarding
a BBQ date for one Sunday.
Building & Grounds-Emmitt Olson
Memorial Hall carpet will be installed in July,
bathrooms will be renovated and kids’ room in
lower level will be re-painted.
Finances Megan-not present

- PC said Megan is working on an updated fu-

neral/event expense policy and will present in
August. Discussion of a Square/Point of

Sale device will continue for easier donation
collection at the church.

Worship & Music—Lynn

Worship & Music committee will meet again in
August. PC enjoyed the “All Creation Sings”
from Holden Village and has purchased a
copy of it to use at FLC. Lynn is interested in
attending “Peace of the Prairie” conference for
church musicians held in Windom, MN on
Sept 11-13. Lynn purchased two copies of
“Modern Worship Hits” arranged by Carol
Tornquist and has left one copy in the office
for church use.

Kris made a motion to approve Lynn attend-
ing the conference and Brian seconded it.

Old Business:

New Business:

Retreat action items will be discussed in Au-
gust.

Motion was made by Nick that half of Marlene
Wagner memorial funds go to the youth and
half to building & grounds. Lynn seconded

it.

Motion was made by Kris that the $174 col-
lected at Rachel Hasbargen-Glowack’s Music
for Mental Health event go to worship and
music, Emmitt seconded it.

Motion was made by PC that $150 go to Back-
us for the yearly membership fee. Nick se-
conded it.

President Brian adjourned the meeting at
5:35 pm.

Next Executive Meeting: August 19, 2025
Next Council Meeting: August 21, 2025
Respectfully submitted by Kris Jackson

Dear God, Let us revel i summer. Let us
youkwmea—wgoLagsm.oLWmm Moy

Ma@t
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Minutes from June 10,2025

Set up for the July 22nd bake sale will be 10 to

Brenda opened the meeting with devotions 2 on July 21. The sale will run from 10-1. Helpers
based on James 1:19. The mission and purpose  are asked to arrive at 9.
statements were read. The minutes from the pre- Thirty school kits were boxed for the summer
vious meeting were read and approved. convention.

There was no correspondence and no treasurer’s  July’s meeting is July 1 at 5 p.m. Notice the
report. date change.

Four of our members will attend the summer Respectfully submitted,
convention in Grand Rapids, June 16 and 17. Sandy Harju, secretary

Tk t

See if you can spot a few familiar faces at the NE MN Synodical Women’s Or-
ganization 2025 Summer Convention, at Zion Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids!

School kits supplies needed for World Relief

The First Lutheran Women are preparing school kits again this year. Please watch for sales on school
supplies in July and August for notebooks, crayons, scissors, rulers, and pencil sharpeners. The items
most needed are notebooks as there are four in each kit. These are distributed by Lutheran World Re-
lief in the U.S. and around the world.
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Sharing

2025-2026 NEMN Synod Youth Events

Nov 21-22 or 22-23, 2025
All Youth Gathering @ Cragun's Resort, Brainerd

Feb 13-15, 2026
Senior High LYO Retreat @ Camp Hiawatha, Grand Rapids

(open to all youth in the synod, led by LYO Leadership
Team & Onomia/VLM Camp Staff)
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Book Recommendation—
Inspired: Slaying Giants,
Walking on Water, and
Loving the Bible Again
by Rachel Held Evans

Evans knows firsthand how a relationship with
the Bible can be as real and as complicated as a
relationship with a family member or close
friend. In Inspired, Evans explores contradic-
tions and questions from her own experiences
with the Bible, including:

If the Bible was supposed to explain the myster-
ies of life, why does it leave the reader with so
many questions?

What does it mean to be chosen by God?

To what degree did the Holy Spirit guide the
preservation of these narratives, and is there
something sacred to be uncovered beneath all
these human fingerprints?

If the Bible has given voice to the oppressed,
why is it also used as justification by their op-
pressors?

Drawing on the best in biblical scholarship and
using her well-honed literary expertise, Evans
examines some of our favorite Bible stories and
possible interpretations, retelling them through
memoir, original poetry, short stories, and even

Jearisg \
BEIFT S108
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RACHEL BELD EVANS

a short screenplay.
Undaunted by the Bible's most difficult passages
and unafraid to ask the hard questions, Evans
wrestles through the process of doubting, imag-
ining, and debating the mysteries surrounding
Scripture. Discover alongside Evans that the Bi-
ble is not a static text, but a living, breathing,
captivating, and confounding book that can
equip us and inspire us to join God's loving and
redemptive work in the world.

~~Amazon Review

I ‘
, FINANCIAL®

Did you know... If you are a

Thrivent member, you can contribute

to First Lutheran Church through

Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent

Actions Teams.

Log into your Thrivent account online,

call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with

your personal Thrivent representative

for more information.

THRIVENT

CUs be {Sends
)

@FIRSTLUTHERANC

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ELCA
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To those who helped with worship in June, including: Tony
and Cody Whelchel, Sherri Mannausau, Ardel Henrickson,
Megan Boe, Steve Saari, Duayne and Nancy Johnson, Bri-
an-and Kallie Briggs, Diane McCarthy, Lynn Salo, Carol
Bass, Daryl and Teresa Waller, Bishop Tom Aitken.

To those who helped with fellowship.

To those who helped with music: Sue Hewitt, Lynn Salo,
and Kathy Thureen.

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when

they can be removed.
R L T T T T s

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Lorraine Nelson, Barb
(Strandberg) Wichner, Terry Lucachick,

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russel Millender

Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Henry Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of May 31, 2025
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!

Current Current

Month Month Variance Yea;c'l;zé)late YeaBru'Lo (Ie)tate Variance

Actual Budget 8
Operating Income 14,338 16,606 {2,268) 74,521 66,424 8,097
Operating Expense 16,493 16,606 113 63,384 66,424 3,040
g:ﬁ;:““g Income LessEx- | 5 155) 0 (2,155) 11,137 0 11,137
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Ju'y Birthclays

7/2
7/3
7/4

7/5
7/7
7/8
7/9

7/10
7/11
7/12

7/13
7/14
7/16

Lyam Pelland 7/17 Tyler Plasky 7/27 Kathryn Miggins
Andrew Boelk Korie Valentine Steve Shermoen
Harley Droba Jean Wood 7/28 Patricia Ettestad
Carson Luettjohann 7/18 Myles Mason Willard Johnson
Owen Jensen Camryn Rasmussen William Lyon
Harold Schumacher 7/19 Gladys Brown 7/29 Idella Franz
Darci Pelland 7/20 Henry Carey Tom Ollikkala
Cynthia Buller Kathryn Hughes Barrett Olson
Andrew Eide 7/21 Eric Earley 7/30 Calissa Treat
Donna Erickson Hailey Strand

Jeffrey Trask 7/22 Ryan Skogstad _

Eileen Johnson Cynthia Warren i

Tanya Anderson 7/23 Amy Amundsen

Mary Jo Fischer Aimee Droba

Rod Haanen Mitchell Kapla

Teresa Waller 7/25 Denise Franz

Jenny Herman Shay Mannausau

John Slatinski V 7/26 Irving Arnquist

Bunny Blaine Brooklyn Sobkowicz

Leah Boe Faye Whitbeck

Mindy Hraban

CONGRATULATIONS
NEWLYWEDS

e )
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First Evangelical Lutheran Church, ELCA

WHEREVER. YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement

Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.
Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation
and the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website
Sundays at 11 a.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Office: 218-283-2208

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.




