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Loads of Holiday
Cheer photos inside!

“Mary Said Yes” was the Christmas pageant this
year. The actors were puppets nearly controlled
by Addy Zub, Pastor Christie, and Nancy McBride
See more photos on page 8.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Happy New Year everyone!

As we turn the page on 2026 what are you looking forward to? What do you hope for?
Are there goals that you hope to achieve? Hurts that you plan to leave in 20257 May-
be new challenges that you are excited to take on?

As we do not know what the new year may bring, my prayer for all of you is for peace
and goodness, courage and joy, and that God’s love and comfort are with you in what-
ever is on the horizon.

In my end of the year devotions, I came across a well-known poem by Howard Thur-
man that has spoken to me anew in my own “turning the page” hopes as we move
from 2025 to 2026. It is a poem that references lighting candles in the liminal time af-
ter Christmas, a time we find ourselves in now, in these last days of Christmas
(remember Christmas officially ends on January 6th on the day of Epiphany).

It reminds me that this is not a passive time but one of action--even as we reflect. As
we anticipate and hope for the new year ahead, we remember the “work” that is to be
done as people of faith: to keep the faith in the days ahead, to remember that all year
long, we are a people of Christmas. A people loved and given the everlasting gift of
salvation through Christ. A gift that we are called not to hoard but to share with all of
humanity. Especially with those who are too often the last and the least. And so, I of-
fer Thurman’s words to us all in these days and the days ahead as both carrying
something to look forward to and a reminder of Christ’s light and love for all of us and
this world. May you light candles this Christmas season and beyond...

I will light Candles this Christmas;

Candles of joy despite all sadness;

Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present;
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among others,

To make music in the heart. --Howard Thurman

Your friend in Christ, Pastor Christie.
(p.s. Feel free to take some time to light real candles this
week as you read this poem out loud!)
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, December 16, 2025

Attendance: Pastor Christie Manisto, President
Brian Briggs, Vice-President Kris Jackson, Secre-
tary Diane McCarthy, Treasurer Megan Whelchel,
Service/Outreach Brenda Bertilson, Discipleship
Bettyleanne Henrickson, Fellowship Cynthia War-
ren, and Worship and Music Lynn Salo

Absent: Building and Grounds Emmitt Olson,
Youth Members McKenna Whelchel and

Nick Schultz

Meeting was called to order at 5:10 pm.

Opening Devotion/Prayer: Pastor Christie read a
devotion on Luke 1:38 and Cynthia read an addi-
tional prayer. Cynthia volunteered for January’s
meeting.

There were no Additions to the Agenda
Secretary’s Report: November minutes were ap-
proved via email on Nov. 24, 2025.

Financial Reports from November 2025
November’s Income exceeded both our expenses
and the budget. However, Year to

Date Income to Expenses is still down by
$10,845. We are hoping that the generous
together and year-end giving will cover the cur-
rent deficit.

Motion to accept the November financial report
was made by Diane and seconded by

Lynn. Passed.

Pastoral Report

Pastoral acts

e Led worship/preached at Zion Fort Frances and
First Lutheran

e Last premarital appointment (wedding 2/22/26)
e Pastoral Care visits (also doing pre-Christmas
visits on 12/22)

e Jim Miggins memorial service (private service)
e Charlotte Anderson graveside service

e Attended the FELW Christmas potluck
Community

e International Falls Christmas parade with Nancy
McBride and company

e Brought coats to Rainy River College for stu-
dents with BettyJeanne on 11/20 and

treats for finals (thanks to Betty and Kathi) on
12/14

e Elks Meat Raffle

e Seuss Christmas Carol at Backus
Youth/intergenerational activities

e Confirmation classes (ongoing--last day before
winter break Wed 12/17)

e 9 now registered for Montana hiking trip in July
e Planning a winter retreat at camp vermilion end
of Feb (info out soon)

Synod

e Conference meeting in Virginia MN

e Beloved You cohort meeting (for young adults in

discernment) in Duluth

¢ VLM executive committee meeting

Admin

e Committee meetings (finance, building &amp;
grounds, worship, health, care corps etc.)

e Generous Together program finale with Rev.
Taryn from the synod, Brad and team

Zion Fort Frances

e Bulletin creation

e Assisted in leading worship at the Santa Lucia
service and dinner

e Attended the Cross Border Cantata in I Falls!
Upcoming

¢ Blue Christmas service 12/18 at Faith United

e Christmas Carols at the care center 12/21

e Visiting Servants of Shelter with gifts from con-
firmation students on 12/22

e Christmas Eve services: 3pm at Zion FF; 5pm
First Lutheran

e Christmas eve potluck dinner Dec 24th at 6pm
e First Lutheran Annual meeting January 25, 2025
Personal

o I will be on vacation Dec. 25th -- Jan. 3rd to
spend time with family for Christmas.

e Region 3 “Called to One Another Leadership
Summit” Jan 11-Jan 14th

e Attending the NEMN synod border event in Tex-
as/Mexico Feb 6-13th

Committee Reports

Finances - Megan Whelchel

First Lutheran has $1,377.16 from Thrivent Choice
Dollars which needs to be allocated

(Council on page 4)

Rev. Christie Manisto,
pastor

Monday -Friday
10 a.m. -2 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstiutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council from page 3

to a Capital Project. Megan made a motion to allo-
cate all Thrivent Choice dollars to the roof project.
Clarified that if we should receive any additional
funds before the end of the year that they should
also be allocated to roof project. Betty Jeanne se-
conded and the motion passed.

First Lutheran also has undesignated Memorial
Funds. Kris made motion that all undesignated
memorial funds, including any received by end of
year, shall be allocated to the roof project. Motion
seconded by Bettyleanne. Motion Passed.
Christmas gifts for staff usually come out of the
Council Budget. In 2024 the council gave mone-
tary gifts to Pastor, Nancy, Kathi, Ardel, Lynn and
Sue Hewitt. Megan made a motion that we give
gifts in the same amount and to same staff as in
2024. Brenda seconded and the motion passed.
Service/Outreach - Brenda Bertilson

e Prayer Chain for 5

e 1 card sent

e Christmas cards sent to shut-ins

e Pew checks completed before the holidays

e Feb. 15 will be the Soup & Chili Challenge

e First Lutheran Women made a $3,000 donation
to go toward the church deficit

e FLW planning on a sale sometime in March.
Items will include some of the popular foods re-
quested at the Bazaar. Proceeds will again go to-
ward the deficit.

Discipleship- Betty Jeanne Henrickson

There are 38 quilts ready to deliver to Servants of
Shelter

Youth Report - Nick Schultz/McKenna Wheichel
absent

Pastor reported that things are wrapping up and
everyone is looking forward to Christmas break.
Fellowship - Cynthia Warren

Saturday 12-6-2025: The Christmas Bazaar went
well. The baked goods flew off the tables and the
crafts and raffles did well also. We served coffee,
tea, and sweets to our guests. It was a success.
Sunday 12-7-2025: A buffet of treats and hors d’
oeuvres was served after the Cantata performed
to a packed church. Bettyleanne had quite an ar-
ray of delicious foods. Kathi, Ardel and Cynthia
helped Betty serve.

Sunday 12-14-2025: Generous Together had their
last gathering at church. Chili and cornbread were
served along with treats and homemade caramel
corn, and coffee. Kathi H. was the helper extraor-
dinaire.

On Christmas Eve, Pastor and her family will be
having a potluck dinner after the service. Fellow-
ship committee will help with set up, serving and
wherever they are needed.

Building and Grounds - Emmitt Olson absent
Bettyleanne reported that their meeting was the
following day. Big project will be the carpet in Me-
morial Hall. In order to install the carpet, Christ-

mas trees will be taken

down a week earlier than normal. Decorations in
sanctuary will remain as usual.

Worship and Music - Lynn Salo

Continuing to work on Christmas. We'll miss Sue
in the New Year.

Lynn attended the Cantata in Fort Frances, which
all agreed was fabulous!

Health Advisory Team - Diane McCarthy

Health Team finalized the survey and decided to
put it in the January Voice and the

Sunday bulletin on January 4 th . The team has
discussed first few months of the year.

In January we are still hoping to have a blood
drive. Kathi will be starting a Health

Corner in The Voice and plans to focus on Glauco-
ma Awareness. Joy Hansel will be

here on January 18 th to give a presentation on
Alcohol Awareness for Dry January.

For February we will focus on Heart Health and
Cancer Prevention. We haven't set a

date but we will also sponsor one or more work-
shops regarding end of life, funerals,

and Health Care Directives.

Old Business

Website - Ryan has information regarding owner-
ship so we should be able to start

making updates ourselves.

Budget for 2026

Proposed 2026 Budget includes $30,000 for the
Pastor&#39;s 2026 housing allowance. Due

to the method of salary distribution, the allowance
exceeds 30% of salary and needs to

be approved separately from the budget. Motion
to approve pastor’s housing

allowance of $30,000 for 2026 as presented in the
budget was made by Megan and

seconded by Kris. Passed

At previous meeting, we had asked where the in-
terest from the CD was going. Megan

clarified that the interest from our CD was never
allocated (because it wasn’t needed)

so the interest was allowed to rollover into new
CD. In February we will have the option

to pull it out and allocate it to expenses.

In order to balance the budget, the committee in-
creased the projected income by

$17,790 over what we took in this year. The fi-
nance committee did not find anything in

the budget that they could trim. We need to bring
up at the Annual Meeting the need

for increasing our income. If every member
household gave an extra $9/month, it

would meet our needs.

Diane made motion to approve the budget as
drafted. Cynthia seconded. Motion

passed.

(Council page 7)
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Above: Kitty and Diane reported- ticket sales were brisk at the bazaar.
Below: Voices from both sides of the border participated in a cantata
directed by Diane Maxey from Zion in Ft. Frances.
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Generous Together

We received only 17 pledge sheets. Deadline has
been extended to January 4th.

Pastor pointed out that we haven’t had steward-
ship in a long time. The Generous Together team

will continue working on articles and temple talks.

We want to publicize different ways to donate.
Besides Simply Giving, there’s Thrivent Choice-
Dollars, estate planning, and charitable donations
of RMDs are tax-free. The square worked well for

the Bazaar but the committee wants to make sure

all the kinks are worked out before they start us-

ing it for offerings.
The pledge sheets were sent to members by

email blast. Realized that we need to clean up our

data. We will put a request in the Voice for mem-
bers to please update their email addresses with
the office.

New Business

First Lutheran has approximately 10 boxes of old
financial information which needs to

be shredded. Shred-N-Go has a monthly pickup
which costs $202.30 for 10 to 12 boxes. This fee
includes the fuel and environmental fees. Kris
made motion that we pay to have the boxes
shredded. Seconded by Megan. Passed.

Icebox Days Bridge Tournament

Cynthia made motion to again host the bridge
tournament for Icebox Days 2026.

Seconded by Diane. Passed.

Next Executive Meeting: January 13, 2026

Next Council Meeting: January 15, 2026
Meeting adjourned at approximately 6:30pm.
Thank you to Megan for hosting the

meeting and potluck.

Submitted by Diane McCarthy

the budget for 2026.
Did you know that a

Hi everyone! Welcome to our new feature in the Voice! Each month we will have
an article about generosity! Some facts, tidbits and information to assist us all as
we think about sharing what God has first given us! Our time, talent and treasure.
This month we are preparing for our Annual Meeting where we will be voting on

church budget is more than just numbers and line items? A
church budget is a faith statement that reflects the values and goals of a congre-
gation. It is a mission forward tool that shares how we plan to show up in the
community and the world. It reflects the trust we have in God, and
and is a testimony of that trust and faith.

The council and our finance team has put a lot of thought, prayer and care into
the budget forthcoming and so we look forward not only to discussing it, praying
about it and planning with it at the meeting but to partnering with you as

the budget is lived out real time in 2026. We hope to see you there!

Peace to you! Your Church Council and Generous Together team

one another
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Confirmation begins again on January 7.
Remember to sign up for worship assistant positions.
We need crucifers, acolytes, readers, and ushers.




January 2026 The VOICE 9

J Several members
took part in the
“Seussified

» Christmas Carol” at
). Backus Community
% Center in December.
« Who do you recog-
nize in this photo?
The Ghost of Christ-
mas Present was a

big hit!
Thanks to
all who
partici-
pated.
/) . —
7’ THRIVENT @,475, ga ﬁ"’?’“@
FINANCIAL®
Did you know... If you are a @
Thrivent member, you can contribute \
to First Lutheran Church through
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent OFRSTLUIERANC
Actions Teams.
Log into your Thrivent account online, ~
cail 1-800-847-4836 or speak with
your personal Thrivent representative FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
for more information. ELCA
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To those who helped in December by deco-
rating, singing, reading, ushering, acolyt-
ing, worshiping, baking, serving, shoveling,
salting, costuming, laughing, accompany-
ing, recording, participating, hugging, smil-
ing, sharing, and all the rest!

Thank you for sharing your time and talents
to make First Lutheran wonderful!

Be sure to sign up to help in January!

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when
they can be removed.

EX T Tt S e 2

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Terry Lucachick,
Lorraine Nelson, Barb (Strandberg) Wichner

Littiefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russel Millender

Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Henry Carey, Sharon Hedlund, Lynda Tilander,
Dorothy Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of November 30. 2025
Thank you for supporting First Evangelical Lutheran Ministries!

Curignt CHreqt . Year To Date | Year To Date .

Month Month Variance Actual Budeet Variance

Actual Budget g
Operating Income 17,434 16,606 828 171,114 182,665 (11,551)
Operating Expense 16,367 16,606 239 181,959 182,665 706
g::sr:tmg Income Less Ex- 1,067 0 1,067 (10,845) i Ao
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January Birtl'ldays

1/1

1/3
1/5

1/7

1/8
1/9

Brooks Besch Alexander Sobkowicz
Nina Cole-Smith 1/10 Dorothy Carey
Harvey Steinbach Alissa Jensen
Rick Anderson 1/13 Garret Froemke
Edward Bernath 1/14 Nancy McBride
Dale Roketa 1/17 Diane McCarthy
William Bright Joyce Rasmussen
Audrey Forrest 1/18 Steven Landmark
Marc Glowack Sharleen Mitchell
Merritt Meyer 1/20 Sharon Hedlund
Larry Mannausau 1/21 Dylan Streiff

Dave Amundsen 1/22 Shawn Shofner

1/23 Keith Boelk
1/24 Kelly Blair
1/25 Dean Boerger
Laurie Lindberg
Shailynn Shipley
1/26 Max Marcotte
1/27 Mary Ojala
Daryl Waller
1/28 Julie Schumacher
1/29 Kjersti Hansen
1/31 Sydney Anderson
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement

Sharing God'’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:
Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.
Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation
and the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website, YouTube, and Facebook
Sundays at 11 a.m.
Check out our Website
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.
OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Thurs., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9-noon
Office: 218-283-2208




