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Many thanks to those who helped share the joy in
the Christmas parade! It was a bit chilly, but we"
Book recommendation || had a good time spreading cheer and candy canes
page 9. with the many brave people lining Main Street.
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From the Pastor’s Desk

Happy New Year! 2025! What will it hold for us? The new year is like a beautiful sheet of
blank journal page just waiting to be written on. By next December this now blank slate will
hopefully be full of doodles, erase marks, cross outs, thoughts, dreams, checklists (maybe
even with things checked off!) plans and so much more. As we turn the page on this new
year I pray for this page to also include peace, hope and for God’s love to be evident to each

and every one of us.

With that in mind, I lift up these words by Jan Richardson. They are a gift to each of us in
this new season. Written for the Epiphany, may this blessing fortify us all for the journey
ahead, whatever it may look like for each of us.

Your Friend in Christ, and with gratitude to be on this journey with you,

Pastor Christie

The Map You Make Yourself by Jan Richardson

You have looked

at so many doors

with longing,

wondering if your life

lay on the other side.

For today,

choose the door

that opens

to the inside.

Travel the most ancient way
of all:

the path that leads you

to the center

of your life,

No map

but the one

you make yourself.

No provision

but what you already carry
and the grace that comes
to those who walk

the pilgrim’s way.

Speak this blessing

as you set out

and watch how

your rhythm slows,

the cadence of the road
drawing you into the pace
that is your own.

Eat when hungry.
Rest when tired.
Listen to your dreaming.
Welcome detours

as doors deeper in.
Pray for protection.
Ask for the guidance you need.
Offer gladness

for the gifts that come
and then

let them go.

Do not expect

to return

by the same road.
Home is always

by another way

and you will know it
not by the light

that waits for you

but by the star

that blazes inside you
telling you

where you are

is holy

and you are welcome
here.
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FIRST EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 21, 2024

Present: President Brian Briggs, Secretary
Carol Bass, Pastor Christie Manisto, Treasurer
Brad Ettestad, Fellowship Cynthia Warren,
Vice-President Kris Jackson, Building &
Grounds Lloyd Skogstad, Outreach Brenda
Bertilson, Worship & Music Lynn Salo, Disci-
pleship Bettyleanne Henrickson

Meeting called to order by President Brian
Briggs at 5:00 PM

Opening Devotional: Kris Jackson, “Clutter”
from Cup of Our Life.

Next Month: Pastor Christie

Additions to Agenda: None

Motion: To approve the minutes of October
2024 as presented.

‘Made by: Cynthia Warren

Seconded by: Pastor Christie

Passed

Approve Financial Reports of October 2024.
Short for the month $2,178 and $24,319 for
the year.

Motion: to accept financial reports as present-
ed for October 2024.

Made by: Betty Henrickson

Seconded by: Kris Jackson

Passed

Pastoral Report:

Pastor included info sheet on *Why Church
Marketing Won't Work with Generation X",
Eleven youths attended at gathering at
Craguns. A $50 deposit for the Holden Village
retreat is due by Jan. 3 to get discount. Cur-
rently 15 interested people.

Pastor Christie’s report October 18-Nov 21

Pastoral acts:

e Led worship at Zion Fort Frances and First
Lutheran

e Celebrated All Saints Sunday with reading of
the names of those who have died this past
year.

e Visitation and pastoral care phone calls,
meetings and cards with members

Community

¢ 2 meetings for the Kooch Board on services
for the aging.

¢ Lunch buddies visit at Falls Elementary

Youth/intergenerational activities

o Confirmation classes

¢ Heading to All youth gathering tomorrow
(Nov 22)—11 students+3 adults

* Friday 29 Nov we will march in the Falls
Christmas parade

Synod
¢ Rev. Taryn here for her Generosity project
training on Nov. 10th

e 1 VLM executive board committee meeting
¢ 1 Beloved you check in—will meet with co-
hort in Duluth on Sunday Nov 24

Admin

o Committee meetings (finance, building and
grounds, worship, care corps, etc.)

* Hasbargen first Lutheran shop a fun suc-
cess. Store will remain through the 8th

e Holden Village info meeting (we have 15 in-
terested! Collecting deposits for the trip June

8-14th)

¢ Met with Jim Yount and council members re:
costs for our. computer system

Zion Fort Frances

e Gazette article came out and it was really

great. Bishop Jason is sharing it with the wid-

er ELCIC

+ Working to get their youth involved over
here!

(Council on page 4)

Rev. Christie Manisto,
pastor

Monday -Friday
10a.m. -2 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Council from page 3

o They will host a bazaar and Santa Lucia din-
ner. All are invited

Personal

¢ I am taking Wednesday Nov 27th off (in ex-
change for working thru this weekend) to go
to the cities early for Thanksgiving. Will be
back on Friday the 29th for the parade.

Upcoming

e Falls Parade Nov 29th (meet at church at
5:00 pm to walk with us!)

¢ Advent begins Dec 1st

e Christmas Bazaar Dec 7th

Committee Reports:

President - Executive Committee will do an-
nual review of Pastor Christie. Zion Ft Frances
is pleased with things as they are and would
be willing to meet with full council or Execu-
tive Committee to review terms of covenant.
(This probably won’t be until January).
Vice-President - Executive Committee and
Pastor met with Jim Yount and one of his
staff. They are fine with us having our own
tech person as long as the person is capable
and will not download anything that might
compromise the system.

See more under Old Business.
Service/Outreach - 2 cards sent; 2 prayer
chains initiated.

Thanksgiving cards sent out to shut-ins and
Christmas cards are ready to go. Items col-
lected for Food Shelf delivered. Two prayer
request trees will be set up. One at the little
library by our pollinator planters, the other in
church.

Discipleship- Bettyleanne reported youth ac-
tivities doing well with 16 youth attending.
Confirmation going well. Planned participation
in the after Thanksgiving Parade.
Fellowship - Cynthia reported that the Gen-
erosity workshop went well and was fun. The
cantata will be performed here on Decl5th.
There are 60 participants including several
from First. Refreshments to be served after,
so will need servers. There will be a potluck
dinner after Christmas Eve services. Because
Pastor is doing the 4:00 PM service in Ft
Frances, our service will be at 5:00 with pot-
luck to follow.

Building & Grounds - Carpet replacement
scheduled for January. We have a pigeon

problem with them roosting up in the peak.
Suggestions to discourage them? Spray water
on them? Possibly getting fake owls to post
nearby.

Building and Grounds met on November 12.
2024 with Pastor Christie, BettyJeanne Hen-
rickson, Bill Mio and Lloyd Skogstad present.
BettyJeanne gave an update on the carpet
plans for the office and possibly all Memorial
Hall. Office to be completed in January with
hall later in 2025. Timing is not exact, but we
will need volunteers to move everything out of
the office for the carpet work. Bill Mio had an
update on sidewalk repairs which will be done
next summer as weather permits. Our 2025
budget was reviewed and will duplicate 2024
budget. Had a discussion around new Building
and Grounds committee chair as Lloyd’s term
is up in January.

Thank you for your support.

Lioyd Skogstad

Finance - Brad needs everyone'’s proposed
budget ASAP by Dec 4th at latest so he can
prepare for the next council meeting.
Worship & Music - Lynn reported that Ad-
vent plans have been made. The choir will be
singing a couple of Sundays. Christmas Eve
service at 5:00 PM with potluck after. Blue
Christmas service for those having losses the
past year will be on Dec. 19th at Faith United.
We will be doing the all-congregation Christ-
mas program again this year.

Lynn will be our organist from late Dec. on
until our pianist, Sue returns from her winter
home.

Old Business:

Emergency plan Meeting with Superintendent
Beth Shermoen who provided a copy of the
school emergency plan.

She would like an emergency team formed at
First Lutheran who would help with coordinat-
ing the evacuation to our church. All local first
responders will also be trained in this proce-
dure so it should go smoothly.

Small Town Tech — met with Jim Yount and
his tech staff. We asked him what he thought
of us having our own tech person and just
having our anti-virus with them and he was
okay with this. Anti-virus would be $145 a
month. If we were to use their tech services
that would be from $120-$150 an hour and

(Council page 7)
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The 2024 Christmas Bazaar was another success with the sale of lefse,
meatballs, baked goods, and crafts. Many thanks to those who worked
so hard to bring it all together.
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Many voices from both sides of the river participated in a cantata on
December 15th directed by Diane Maxey from Zion in Ft. Frances.
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Council from page 4

our person would save us a good deal. Jim
asked that we have a liaison person who
would communicate to them as needed. Kris
Jackson will be that person.

Brad added that because of some changes on
Facebook, (change in authorization for copy-.
ing programs). We have been asked to pro-
vide our Facebook password to continue hav-
ing services broadcast on Facebook. Brad
contacted Small Town Tech and asked if there
was a way around this and they helped set
this up, so we do not need to share pass-
words. Brad said they would bill us for this,
but it was only about a half an hour. Another
item - for $99 we can purchase a box which
will end audio lag on the tv in Memorial Hall.
Unsure if this would limit use of mic in hall, so
will check with our tech person before pur-
chase. The tv remote is not working properly,
either.

New Business:

a. Coffee Time - There have been requests to
consider moving coffee time to after church,

at least for the winter. Council is asked

to poll people to see what the majority would
like. If we don't change it, we will need to de-
cide how the coffee crew can get in the
church if they wish to do so before 9:00.

b. Bridge Tourney - we have been asked to
allow a bridge tourney here in January as part
of Ice Box Days. It would be Jan. 19th. It was
run last year and there were no problems. A
member of the congregation will be responsi-
ble for cleanup and ensuring the church

is locked up after. Council agreed to allow
this.

Pastor did the closing devotion

Meeting adjourned

Respectfully submitted by: Carol Bass, Secre-
tary

Next Meeting will be the Annual. Please make
sure to get your end of the year reports in as
soon as possible (by Jan. 3rd at the latest) so
the office may print up packets.

You spoke; we heard you!
Coffee hour is moving back to our previous schedule of
AFTER worship--beginning on SUNDAY January 5th.

We also really need a committee of folks willing to assist with this. Getting sign
ups, making sure things are cleaned up, and helping with all that goes into
coffee hour. If you feel called to this important ministry (because it really is

very important) please contact the church office! Thanks!
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First Lutheran Youth: What's Up?
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The confirmation kids had a great time caroling at Northwinds Assisted Living in
the Falls. We sang all the favorites while Joe Belanger accompanied on the pi-
ano. Several of the residents were on hand to sing along.

So many things!

We have a date chosen for our Holden Village trip! June 8-14th. If you and your family are
interested in attending please bring a $50 deposit to First Lutheran for each person who plans
to go. We will register on January 3rd with a meeting on the 12th to discuss further details!

Youth Leadership Camp for students in 9th-11th grade—Please contact Pastor Christie if inter-
ested. We will register in the new year! Youth Leadership Camp is about equipping youth
with leadership skills to live out their faith in their church, school, communities, and every-
where they go.

BOUNDARY WATERS CANOE TRIP ANYONE?

Confirmation begins again on January 8
Remember to sign up for worship assistant positions.
We need crucifers, acolytes, readers, and ushers.
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Reading recommendation

A private person by nature, Mary Oliver has given very
few interviews over the years. Instead, she prefers to let
her work speak for itself. And speak it has, for the past
five decades, to countless readers. The New York Times
recently acknowledged Mary Oliver as "far and away,
this country's best-selling poet.”

Oliver won the Pulitzer Prize for American Primitive.

The fifty poems in American Primitive make up a
body of luminous unity. Mary Oliver's visionary poems
enunciate the renewals of nature and the renewals of hu-
manity in love, in oneness with the natural, in union with
the things of this world. Lyrical and elegiac, Mary Oliver
celebrates the primitive things of America — the wilder-
ness that survives both within our bodies and outside —
"...the cords / of my body stretching / and singing in the /
heaven of appetite." - Publisher comments

Q;‘ THRIVENT| (7 [, fuendy
FINANCIAL®

Did you know... If you are a '@'

Thrivent member, you can contribute A

to First Lutheran Church through

Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent GFRSTEITHERANG
Actions Teams.

Log into your Thrivent account online,
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with
your personal Thrivent representative FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
for more information. ELCA
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To those who helped in December by deco-
rating, singing, reading, ushering, acolyt-
ing, worshiping, baking, serving, shoveling,
salting, costuming, laughing, accompany-
ing, recording, participating, hugging, smil-
ing, sharing, and all the rest!

Thank you for sharing your time and talents
to make First Lutheran wonderful!

Be sure to sign up to help in January!

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when

they can be removed.
T LT E T T T T R

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.
Good Samaritan: Jackie Christiansen, Margi Roeder, Ruby Radford, Lorraine Nelson,
Barb (Strandberg) Wichner

Littlefork Nursing Home: Dick Bergh, Russel Millender
Northwinds Assisted Living: Vicki Freeberg, Terry Lucachick, Henry Carey

General Fund Financial Information
As of November 30. 2024
Thank you for supporting First Evangelical Lutheran Ministries!

Current Current

Month Month Variance Yea/;;rtcl)];ate YeaBrUT('jo eDtate Variance

Actual Budget 8
Operating Income 14,837 15,891 (1,054) 146,531 174,801 (28,270)
Operating Expense 17,446 15,891 (1,555) 173,459 174,801 1,342
(p)é):sr:tlng income Less Ex- (2,609) 0 (2,609 (26,92) 0 (26.928)
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1/1

1/3
1/5

1/7

1/8
1/9

Brooks Besch
Nina Cole-Smith
Harvey Steinbach
Rick Anderson -
Edward Bernath
Dale Roketa
William Bright
Audrey Forrest
Marc Glowack
Merritt Meyer
Larry Mannausau
Dave Amundsen

The VOICE

Alexander Sobkowicz 1/23 Keith Boelk

1/10 Dorothy Carey
Alissa Jensen
1/13 Garret Froemke
1/14 Nancy McBride
1/17 Diane McCarthy
Joyce Rasmussen
1/18 Steven Landmark
Sharleen Mitchell
1/20 Sharon Hedlund
1/21 Dylan Streiff
1/22 Shawn Shofner

1/24 Kelly Blair
1/25 Dean Boerger
Laurie Lindberg
Shailynn Shipley
1/26 Max Marcotte
1/27 Mary Ojala
Daryl Waller
1/28 Julie Schumacher
1/29 Kjersti Hansen
1/31 Sydney Anderson
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First Lutheran Church, ELCA

WHEREVER YOU ARE ON YOUR JOURNEY, YOU ARE WELCOME HERE!

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement
Sharing God’s Grace

First Lutheran’s Vision Statement
First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:

Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.

Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.

Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.

Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.

Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation
and the community at large.

‘WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website, YouTube, and Facebook
Sundays at 11 a.m.

Check out our Website
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.
OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Thurs., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Friday 9-noon
Office: 218-283-2208




