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Pastor suggests a 
thought-provoking 
book on page 9. 

Drive-in style worship 
planned for First Lutheran, 
Sunday, September 6th 
 

     We are still not ready to go back to regular in-person worship in 
the sanctuary, but plans have been made for a drive-in style wor-
ship at 10:30 a.m. on Sept. 6th at First Lutheran.   
     With the help of a borrowed radio transmitter, members and 
guests will be able to attend a live worship service from the rela-
tive safety of their vehicle. 
     The service will be broadcast on a specific frequency on our  
radios.  Parking spaces will be marked for social distancing, and 
we will be able to sing and speak inside our own vehicles, sepa-
rate, but together, for the first time since spring.  Please wear a 
mask so you can visit safely, through your open window, with the 
people in the next vehicle.  Members of the congregation are asked 
to remain in their vehicles for the entire service. 
     Please plan to arrive by 10:20, before the service begins, so 
your vehicle can be ushered to an appropriate spot. 
     We will also be having communion, so each group riding to-
gether will be responsible for some sort of “grape” liquid and a 
small plate to receive the communion wafers, which Pastor Erin 
will distribute prior to the service. 
     In addition to directing traffic, ushers will hand out bulletins, 
which worshipers will take with them.  
     A team has been 
formed to work on 
getting us back into 
the sanctuary for wor-
ship, but until that 
time, at least we can 
worship together in 
relative safety. 
     For more infor-
mation, please call the 
church office at 283-
2208. 
 

Back-to-school  
blessing on page 6. 



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Some friends and I formed a book club at the beginning of the year-- a 
chance to get together over the internet and catch up and compare notes 
about a book. The book for August was Midnight in Chernobyl, an account of 
the nuclear explosion in 1986. I had learned about it, but this book goes into 
great detail about the people and events that led up to the disaster, as well 
as the aftermath and the clean-up efforts. The explosion itself happened so 
quickly, but the initial clean-up took months and several hundreds of thou-
sands of people. 

While it's not the most cheerful or uplifting reading, I was (and am) in 
awe of all the people who put themselves in danger, knowingly or unknow-
ingly, to prevent another, even more devastating explosion. The miners who 
dug underneath the reactor, the liquidators that buried thousands of trees 
and contaminated topsoil, the men who cleared the roof of extremely dan-
gerous debris. All because, in the words of one worker, "Someone had to do 
it." 

It can seem natural to step up and do what needs to be done in times 
of acute disaster-- the Chernobyl explosion, Hurricane Katrina, flooding. But 
when a disaster is slow and unseen, like climate change or the pandemic, it 
can be easy to get tired and restless, to want everything to go back to nor-
mal because there aren't many physical reminders of the disaster. The frus-
tration and the grief of everything we have lost piles up and we direct that 
anger anywhere we can.  

As Christians, we are called to take the long view, to see how our ac-
tions and our world affects not just us and not just today, but everyone 
around us and the world we continue to build. We remember the words of 
Martin Luther, that "a Christian is perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A 
Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of all, subject to all." We 
were made to be free, and that freedom is a freedom to work for the good of 
the neighbor, in every circumstance. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

July 23, 2020 

Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

Firstlutheranifalls @gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 

Members Present:  Nancy McBride, Lloyd Skogstad, Fred Wilson, Brenda Bertilson, Nancy Johnson, BettyJeanne Henrickson, 
Ronna MacKay, Ardel Henrickson 
Members Absent:  Brenda Sullivan 
Opening Prayer:  Ephesians, Chapter 3 
Pastor’s Report: 
 *Online services continue 
 *August 16th 50-40-10 celebration 
 *Continue to hold pastoral visits by phone 
 *Virtual Book Club will be reading Pastrix by Nadia Boles-Weber 
 *Youth gathering moved to 2022 
 *Community Care – Zoom Coffee Hour 
 *August 10 – 16 going on vacation 
 *Masks will need to be worn by anyone entering the church 
Minutes: 
 “Motion to approve the minutes from June 25, 2020” 
  Motion by:  Nancy Johnson   Second by:  Nancy McBride 
Old Business: 
 *Lloyd will look into and order HEPA filters for the furnace 
 *Memorial Hall renovation 
  -will set up a dedicated fund for the project 
 *Lloyd will look into changing the plumbing from the sink 
“Motion to set up a dedicated fund account under Buildings and Grounds for the Memorial Hall remodeling project: 
  Motion by:  Lloyd Skogstad   Second by:  Nancy McBride 
New Business: 

*Council was given a copy of the Personnel Policy to look over for discussion at the August meeting. 
President’s Report: 
 *Looking into price of low watt transmitter 

*Pastor Erin is willing to talk to Pastor Andy from Littlefork about using  
their transmitter for outdoor services 

Outreach: 
 *Met and talked about staying connected with others 

*Backus would like the churches to start helping at the Community  
Café again.  First Lutheran will start the first week in August.  Need to  
be there at 4:30 to start bagging meals.  Let Barb or Brenda know if  
you can help. 

Discipleship:  No Report 
Fellowship:  No Report 
Building and Grounds: 
 *Tops All Roofing will look at shingles 
 *A new window for the entry has been ordered 
 *Kantor’s will look at electrical issues as they are available 
Finance: 
“Motion to accept the June 30, 2020 financial report:  
Motion by:  BettyJeanne Henrickson  Second by:  Brenda Bertilson 
Worship and Music: 
*Sue Hewitt is volunteering her time to record music for the online service 
Next Meeting:  August 27, 2020 



 

 

4                                                                                             The VOICE                                                                 September 2020 

Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in September 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on 

our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook 

page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 
of creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we 
are captive to sin and cannot free our-
selves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and 
go our own ways. We pass judgment on 
one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of 
our neighbors. We keep your gift of sal-
vation to ourselves. Make us humble, 
cast away our transgressions, and turn 
us again to life in you through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God hears the cries of all who call out in 
need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth 
that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy 
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 
God’s work in the world. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
      (found on the next page) 
READINGS  
SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father  
almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
 
 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was  
buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the  
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
       Lord, in your mercy 
                Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN 
DISMISSAL 
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day for September Worship 
Worship on September 6th will be a drive-in worship service. The service 
will be available online afterward. The other weeks in September will be 
Service of the Word online. If you would like to participate in the service, 
please contact Pastor Erin. 

 
September 6: Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: “Gather Us In” and “Abide With Me” 

•Readings: Ezekiel 33:7-11, Psalm 119:33-40, Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 
18:15-20 
•Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far from us 
everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives life and salva-
tion, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
September 13: 

•Hymns: “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy” and “Canticle of the Turning” 

•Readings: Genesis 50:15-21, Psalm 103, Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-
35 
•Prayer of the Day: O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible 
fountain of forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and 
adore you, that we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
September 20: 

•Hymns: “Great is Thy Faithfulness”, and “Amazing Grace” 

•Readings: Jonah 3:10--4:11, Psalm 145:1-8, Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 
20:1-16 
•Prayer of the Day: Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual loving-
kindness to us your servants. Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, 
grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the generosity of 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
September 27: 

•Hymns: “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” and “I Heard the Voice of Je-
sus Say” 
•Readings: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32, Psalm 25:1-9, Philippians 2:1-13, Mat-
thew 21:23-32 
•Prayer of the Day: God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and fail-
ings. Give us your grace to overcome them, keep us from those things that 
harm us, and guide us in the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord. Amen. 
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Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 
 

Virtual coffee hour 
Virtual Coffee Hour: Join us for virtual coffee hour on Zoom at 11 a.m. on Sundays in September. 
Being the church together while we’re physically apart can be hard, but the internet can help bring us 
together, so we will be hosting a virtual coffee hour to give us a chance to see one another and chat. 
Pastor Erin is available to help you figure out Zoom.  
The log-in information for the Zoom meeting is below: 
Meeting ID: 886 8115 0287 
Passcode: 609113 
 

Be a part of our online worship services! 

If you enjoy reading, singing, or playing an instrument, consider helping out with our online worship 

services. Pastor Erin puts together the service remotely, so contact her about doing a reading, pray-
ers, or some special music. Although we can’t worship together physically, worship is still something 
we do together as a community. 

God’s work; our hands 

On Sunday, Sept. 13, congregations will observe “God’s work. Our hands” Sunday. This year our 
church, and our world, are living through the COVID-19 pandemic. Physical distancing has changed 

the way we worship and serve. But the need is great, and God’s church is at work. Consider gather-
ing items for the food shelf, or items for health kits. Kits include two bath-size bars of soap and a 
toothbrush (both still in original packaging,) a nail clipper and a sturdy comb (both removed from 
original packaging,) and a bath towel, preferably a dark color.  These materials can be brought to the 

church office for storage.  Thank you. 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of July 31, 2020 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 10,723 16,700 (5,977)   94,608 116,902 (22,294) 

Operating Expense 15,188 16,700 1,513   95,130 116,902 21,772 

Operating Income Less 
Expense 

(4,465)   (4,465)   (522)  (522) 
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   The Buildings and Grounds Committee and First Lutheran Women have been working to-
ward remodeling the kitchen area in Memorial Hall.  This room is being used more for funer-
als, special events, fellowship and youth activities.  A needs assessment was done and the 
following areas were marked as high needs: storage, counter space, refrigeration, hard sur-
face flooring in the kitchen serving area.  The existing storage unit will have new doors and 
will be moved to the north wall and used for storage.  
 
Total Project Estimate   $24,250 
 
     This remodeled space will help in the ministry of the church by providing a welcoming 
atmosphere for those who are here for funerals and other activities in our church  
     We are looking forward to beginning work on this long-awaited project. Thank you for 
your generosity in this project. Please call Pastor Erin at 283-2208 or BettyJeanne Henrick-
son at 218-286-5507 with your concerns. 
 

Fundraising to continue for planned  

Memorial Hall serving area, storage remodel   

Staying home proves fruitful for some! Landon and 
Lauren Basaraba show their gardening skills with a 
huge carrot.   

Hard work pays off for gardeners 
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Pastor recommendations Shopping at Amazon can 

help First Lutheran 
       

     AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
     When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are 
prompted to select a charitable organization from over 
one million eligible organizations.  First Lutheran is 
now on that list. Sign in with your Amazon.com   

credentials to use.  For 
eligible purchases at Am-
azon Smile, the Amazon 
Smile Foundation will 
donate 0.5% of the pur-
chase price to the custom-
er’s selected charitable 
organization.  
 
     Happy shopping!   

 
To Read:  
     The Sunflower by 
Simon Wiesenthal. 
While imprisoned in a 
Nazi concentration 
camp, Simon was taken 
one day from his work 
detail to the bedside of 
a dying member of the 
SS, who wanted to con-
fess to-- and obtain ab-
solution from-- a Jew. 
After telling his story, 

Wiesenthal asked others what they would have 
done if they were in his place. This book is a 
collection of those responses from a wide varie-
ty of people.  

To Listen: The Evolving Faith podcast. This 
podcast, hosted by Jeff Chu and Sarah Bessey, 
presents speakers from the Evolving Faith confer-
ence, created by Sarah and Rachel Held Evans. 
Each episode features one of the speakers and a 
conversation about the presentation by Jeff and 
Sarah. It covers many different topics about faith 
and life, and 
gives us all per-
mission for our 
faith to change 
and grow as we 
do as well.  
 
If you are new 
to the idea of 
podcasts, you 
can find this 
podcast on your 
laptop or com-
puter with this 
link: 
https://evolvingfaith.com/podcast 

     The Discipleship Committee is 
making plans for our youth program 
this year.  
     Look for information coming soon 
on what church will look like for our 
youth during this most unusual year. 

"You can't go back and change the  

beginning, but you can start where  

you are and change the ending."  

                                   ~ C. S. Lewis 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/amazonsmile


 

 

Did you know... If you are a Thrivent  
member, you can contribute to First  
Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log  
into your Thrivent account online, call  
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your  
personal Thrivent representative for more 
information.  
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 

 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson  

To those who helped with worship in August:  Sue Hewitt, First  Lutheran Choir,  
BettyJeanne Henrickson, Ardel Henrickson, and Shelly Trappe; and to those who  
volunteered at the Community Café in August: Carol Bass, Laurie Lindberg, Ardel  

Henrickson, BethAnne Slatinski, Brenda Bertilson, Barb Bergh, Kris Jackson,  
Deb Nash and Ronna MacKay...  
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9/1  Wyatt Amdahl 
 Joshua Sobkowicz 
9/3 Bill Bergstrom 
 Tony Jackson 
 Braeson Porter 
9/4 Wade Kennedy 
9/5 Linda Torseth 
9/6 Macey Marcotte 
9/7 Wendy Ness 
9/8 Tamara Sjoblom 
 Ryan Zub 
9/9 Michelle Boelk 
9/10 Ron Gilbertson 
 Luke Valentine 
9/11 Owen Amundsen 
 Kalsie Briggs 
 Jakob Eide 
9/12  Sophie Fredrickson 
9/13 Isaac Johnson 
 Glen Marcotte 
 Kellie Swanson 
9/15 Paul Bergstrom 
9/16  Germaine Lindquist 
 Maynard Nickelson 
 Gail Rasmussen 
 Charles Swanson 

9/17 Mya Gilbertson 
9/18 Adalyn Zub 
9/19 Kristine Jackson 
9/20 Kyra Hasbargen 
 Ariel Smith 
 Kurt Sobcynski 
9/21 Tammie Treat 
9/22 Tenneyson Amdahl 
 Leone Katrin 
 Quinn McCarthy 
 Austin Valentine 
9/23 Riley Larson 
9/24 Tami Geving 
9/25 Tara Tomczak 
9/26 Tom Kaasa 
 Diane Raboin 
9/27 Brian Briggs 
 Chanin Smith 
 William Wagner 
9/28 Morgan Rasmussen 
 John Slatinski IV 
 Hoa Sobcynski 
9/29 Burke Bolstad 
 Zachary Wichner 
9/30 Jonathan Froemke 
 Kelly Golnick 

                                                 September Birthdays 
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

