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2020 confirmation class braves cold 
 

     An unseasonably cold  October didn’t stop Shay Mannausau, 
Nick Bernath, and Bailey Herberg from affirming their baptism in 
the rite of Confirmation on Sunday, October 25. 
     During a drive-in worship service, the three confirmands con-
fessed their faith before the congregation who sat in their relatively 
warm cars for the service, officiated by Pastor Erin Coutts. 
     Each of the confirmands received a quilt crafted for them by 
Darlene Fittje, following a tradition established several years ago by 
the First Lutheran Women. 

Consider a leadership position  
on the FLC church council in 2021 
      
     The nominating committee may be contacting you in the 
near future about serving on the church council.  
     Four two-year positions are open and will be filled at the an-
nual meeting in January:  President, Vice-president, Disciple-
ship and Fellowship. 
     Please consider serving in one of these positions. A descrip-
tion of what each office entails is found on page 11. 



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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Cold temperatures, bare trees, and constant threats of snowfall… winter is definitely 
on its way. As shack season and hunting arrive, I’ve been thinking a lot about what it 
means to have a home. A place of comfort and safety, surrounded by things and peo-
ple we love is usually how I think of a home.  
 
For 40 years, the Israelites did not have a home. After they escaped from slavery in 
Egypt and were given the law at Mount Sinai, they wandered in the wilderness for 40 
long years. They were people on the move, sustained by the bread that God provided 
and quail. There was so much uncertainty out in the wilderness. Although they knew 
where they would be at the end of the journey, they did not know the way. They fol-
lowed where God led them. God was with them throughout their time in the wilder-
ness, appearing as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. 
 
But it was not all sunshine and roses. The story we find in the Bible shows that there 
was a lot of grumbling by the Israelites during those 40 years. They wanted the sta-
bility of having a home and a homeland. They worried about the future and what it 
might hold for them and their families. And throughout all of it, God was with them. 
God does not abandon God’s people, especially when the going gets tough. 
 
Throughout the Bible, the wilderness is a place of danger and uncertainty. It’s where 
the Israelites wandered, where the prophets fled when the people in power threat-
ened to kill them, where Jesus was tempted. And it’s also where God meets us, 
where God accompanies us on the journey.  
 
Whether we feel cozy and content in our homes, or if life feels more like wandering in 
the wilderness without knowing where we are going, God is with us. These days, God 
does not usually appear to us in a pillar of fire or smoke. Instead, God is often found 
in those quiet, still moments of peace, in a phone call from a neighbor or friend, in 
the ways we love one another.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 
 

 

A humorous take 
on the well-known 
“Footprints” poem.  
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

September 24, 2020 

 

Members Present:  Pastor Erin Coutts, Brenda Bertilson, Nan-
cy Johnson, Lloyd Skogstad, Nancy McBride, Ardel Henrickson 
Members Absent:  Fred Wilson, Brenda Sullivan, BettyJeanne 
Henrickson, Ronna MacKay 
 

Opening Prayer:  For Church Workers 
 

Pastor’s Report: 
*Worship  
     -Feedback has been good for drive in services 
     -Drive in services - Oct. 4th & 25th 

      -October 11th online service:  Native American Sunday ser-
vice from Together Here 
*Pastoral Care  
       -Pastoral visits happening over phone calls and a few in 
person visits 
      - Two funerals:  Adele Strandberg and Todd Bergh 
*Education/Formation  
      - Oct. 7th confirmation begins via Zoom – two groups 
       -Release Time faith formation boxes will be distributed 
next week 
       -Zoom Book Group starting “Caste” in October 
*Other 
      -Fall Theological Conference virtual on Monday 
     - Continuing Ed Evolving Faith Conference the rest of the 
week.   
      -Will be in the office on Tuesday 
“Motion to approve August 27, 2020 minutes with changes 
from “parking lot” service to “drive in” service 
 Motion by:  Brenda Bertilson Second by:  Nancy Johnson 
 

Old Business: 
*Office hours changed – will be open 9 – 12 starting 
Oct. 5th.  Pastor Erin will be available by phone 
*Talked about Treasurer’s positon 

New Business: 
 *Talked about suggestions for nominating committee 
 *Pastor/Council Performance Review 
       -Council will complete Pastor Erin’s Performance 
Review and bring it to next meeting 
 *Continue to monitor worship scheduling 
 *Discussed Ch. 2 & 3 in How Your Church Family 
Works.  Will discuss Ch. 4 & 5 at next meeting 
 

President’s Report:  No Report 
 

Outreach/Service: 
 *Cards sent to shut-ins 

 

Discipleship: 
 *Faith bags are ready 
 

Fellowship:  No Report 
 

Building and Grounds: 
 *Will talk to Steve to see what he has heard about 
roof 
 *Kantor is working on putting power in shed 
 *Donnie Belanger will put up the railing this fall 
 *Lloyd is working on getting broken window replaced.  
Replacement was cut incorrectly 
 *Elevator was inspected and okay 
 

Finance: 
       “Motion to approve August 31, 2020 financial report” 
 Motion by:  Ardel Henrickson  
 Second by:  Nancy Johnson 
 
Worship & Music: 
 *Drive in services are going well 
 *Going to try service without the trailer.  Pastor 
Coutts will stand closer to the building. 
 

Next Meeting Date:  October 22, 2020  at 4:30 

 
Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 
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Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in November 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on 

our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook 

page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all 
of creation. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 
and of one another. 
Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we 
are captive to sin and cannot free our-
selves. 
We turn from your loving embrace and 
go our own ways. We pass judgment on 
one another before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of 
our neighbors. We keep your gift of sal-
vation to ourselves. Make us humble, 
cast away our transgressions, and turn 
us again to life in you through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
God hears the cries of all who call out in 
need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth 
that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy 
Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 
God’s work in the world. Amen. 
 
GREETING 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
      (found on the next page) 
READINGS  
SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father  
almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, 
our Lord, 
 
 
 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was  
buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the  
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
       Lord, in your mercy 
                Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN 
DISMISSAL 
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day  
for November Worship 

November worship services will be a mix of drive-in and online services. Drive-in  
services are recorded and available afterward on our website and Facebook page.  
If you would like to help with worship, please contact Pastor Erin. 
 
November 1, 2020: Online Worship for All Saints Day 

•Hymns: Canticle of the Turning; Christ Be Our Light 

•Readings: Micah 3:5-12, Matthew 23:1-12 

•Prayer of the Day: O God, generous and supreme, your loving Son lived among 
us, instructing us in the ways of humility and justice. Continue to ease our bur-
dens, and lead us to serve alongside of him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
November 8, 2020: Drive-In Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: Will You Come and Follow Me; Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 

•Readings: Amos 5:18-24, Matthew 25:1-13 

•Prayer of the Day: O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life 
with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the 
needs of others, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
November 15, 2020: Online Worship 

•Hymns: Praise to the Lord; When Peace Like a River 

•Readings: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-30 

•Prayer of the Day: Righteous God, our merciful master, you own the earth and 
all its peoples, and you give us all that we have. Inspire us to serve you with jus-
tice and wisdom, and prepare us for the joy of the day of your coming, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
November 22, 2020: Drive-In Worship with Communion for Christ the King 
Sunday 

•Hymns: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say; What Feast of Love 

•Readings: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Matthew 25:31-46 

•Prayer of the Day: O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of 
service, and in him we inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to 
know what is right and the strength to serve the world you have made, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
November 29, 2020: Online Worship for the 1st Sunday in Advent 

•Hymns: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; The King Shall Come 

•Readings: Isaiah 64:1-9; Mark 13:24-37 

•Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful 
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blame-
less until the coming of your new day, for you live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

 

6                                                                                                       The VOICE                                                                           November 2020              

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL CARE 
KIT : 
ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” x 40” 
and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended TWO or three 
bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, 
in original wrapping  
ONE adult-size toothbrush in its original packaging  
ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging  
ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove 
packaging.  
   As with the school kits, care kits can be brought to 
the church office for  delivery by the FLW.  Thank you. 

Personal care kits are needed 

   The Buildings and Grounds Committee and First Lutheran Women have been working to-
ward remodeling the kitchen area in Memorial Hall.  This room is being used more for funer-
als, special events, fellowship and youth activities.  A needs assessment was done and the 
following areas were marked as high needs: storage, counter space, refrigeration, hard sur-
face flooring in the kitchen serving area.  The existing storage unit will have new doors and 
will be moved to the north wall and used for storage.  
 
Total Project Estimate   $24,250 
 
     This remodeled space will help in the ministry of the church by providing a welcoming 
atmosphere for those who are here for funerals and other activities in our church  
     We are looking forward to beginning work on this long-awaited project. Thank you for 
your generosity in this project. Please call Pastor Erin at 283-2208 or BettyJeanne Henrick-
son at 218-286-5507 with your concerns. 
 

Funds are coming in for planned serving area  

and storage remodel in Memorial Hall   

Service/Outreach requests donations for the RRCC Food Pantry 

    Service/Outreach will be having a 
food drive in November for the 
RRCC food pantry. People can drop 
food off during the drive-in services 
or during the week.  
    If you want to write a check, 
please write it to First Lutheran with 
RRCC food pantry on the memo line.  
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Drive-in Worship 
 
Join us for drive-in worship with communion on November 8th and 22nd at 10:30a.m.  
Please remember to bring a plate for your wafers and a grapey liquid of your choice so you 
can take part in communion in the safety of your vehicle. 
 

Be a part of our online worship services! 

If you enjoy reading, singing, or playing an instrument, consider helping with our online wor-
ship services. Pastor Erin puts together the service remotely, so contact her about doing a 
reading, prayers, or some special music. Alt-
hough we can’t worship together physically, 
worship is still something we can do together as 
a community. 

 
Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  
call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can 
be picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 
 

Fall Back 
 
Our clocks go back at 2 a.m. November 1st. 
 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of September, 2020 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 11,086 16,700 (5,614)   116,502 150,302 (33,801) 

Operating Expense 11,929 16,700 4,772   118,498 150,302 31,805 

Operating Income Less 
Expense 

(842)   (842)   (1,996)  (1,996) 
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FLW Minutes 
Sept. 21, 2020 
 
Brenda Bertilson read devotions from Psalm 25, 
and a poem, “Dust if you Must,” by Rose Milli-
gan.  
Purpose of the WELCA was read. 
Minutes of last meeting were read and approved. 
Correspondence was read. 
No treasurer’s report. 
Old business: Brenda brought 41 school kits to 
Falls Elementary. 
Discussion held on Memorial Hall remodel. 
New business: Tour of Trees: orders to be taken 
for pick – up for lefse, meatballs, pasties, quilts 
and porch pots. 
Next meeting is Oct. 12 at 5:30. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Harju, Secretary 
 
Sept. 23, 2020 
Per phone conversation, it was decided to post-
pone making lefse, meatballs, pasties, quilts and 
porch pots for the fundraiser due to Covid. 

FLW meeting 
Oct. 12, 2020 
 
Brenda Bertilson read devotions from Titus 12 
Purpose of the WELCA was read. 
Minutes from the Sept meeting were read and ap-
proved. 
Correspondence: Request from Voyageurs Lu-
theran Ministry for donation. Tabled. 
 
Treasurer’s report was reviewed. 
 
Old business: FLW monthly meetings will be the 
2nd Tuesday of each month in Memorial Hall.  
 
Next meeting is Nov. 10th at 5:30. Everyone is 
encouraged to attend. 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandy Harju, Secretary 
 
 

First Lutheran Women encourage meeting attendance 

The Purpose of the WELCA 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to 

discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit, we 
commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one an-

other in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote 

healing and wholeness in the church, society, and the world.  
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Pastor recommendations  

 
To Read: Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others  
by Barbara Brown Taylor.  
 
Barbara is an Episcopal priest and world religion professor. In this 
beautiful look back on teaching a college course on world religions, 
Barbara shows us how to honor other faiths and find deeper meaning 
in our own.  
 
In a world that so often wants to divide us by our differences, I found 
this book a wonderful exploration of the beauty in diversity. 

To Watch: The Good Place. This sitcom, 
which aired on NBC and is now available on 
Netflix, takes a humorous and profound look 
at what it means to be a “good person” in the 
world today. Through memorable characters, 
witty dialogue, and ridiculous situations, I 
have found this TV show to be that perfect 
mix of hilarious and deep.  
It also contains one of the funniest jokes I 
have ever heard. 

 
2020 

Confirmands 
Shay Mannausau 

Nick Bernath 
Bailey Herberg 



 

 

Did you know... If you are a Thrivent  
member, you can contribute to First  
Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log  
into your Thrivent account online, call  
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your  
personal Thrivent representative for more 
information.  
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 

 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson  

 
 
A big thank you to those who 
helped with worship in October:  
Sue Hewitt; First Lutheran 
Choir;  Lloyd Skogstad, Nancy 
McBride, and Dwayne Man-
nausau for drive-in worship 
help; Cynthia Warren, Kathy 
Awe, and Jack Bartlett for  
reading. 



 

 

11/1   Douglas Arason 
  Chev Arnold 
  Mary Christensen 
  Timothy Rousseau 
11/2  Steven Schultz 
11/5  Logan Weisz 
11/6  Evan Amdahl 
11/7  Amanda Bolstad 
  Sophie Bolstad 
  Christa Clark 
  Derek Clark 
11/8  Douglas Bertilson 
  Brooklyn Glennie 
11/10 Nick Jackson 
  Hunter Osse 
11/11 Michelle Hebner 
  Kristine Johnson 
  Parker Olson 
  Clara Palm 
  Barb Plasky 
11/13 Debra Landmark 
  George McDonald 
  Sarah Valentine 
11/15 Nora Christensen 
  Kyle Sjoblom 
11/16 Delphine Bernath 
  Erica Bertilson 
  Christy Earley 
  Summer Froemke 
  Kristine Lassila 
  Gust Lorenson 
  Trent Steinbach 
11/17 Harper Amdahl 
  Jessica Bright 
  Jordan Cook 
  Riley Gilbertson 

11/20 Jeff Herberg  
11/21 Jesse Besch 
  Dean Cowman 
  Barb Keeney 
11/22 Carter Germain 
11/24 Bill Germain 
  Grady Larsen 
  Nancy Shermoen 
11/25 Becky Roeder 
  James Roeder 
11/26 Shawn Mason 
  Vicky Steinbach 
11/27 Ruth Herberg 
  Jerrad Holenko 
  Olaf Lindquist 
11/28 Andrew Sobkowicz 
11/29 Jack Bartlett 
  Erin Rousseau 
  Hannah Rousseau 
  Cindy Wichner 
11/30 Amanda Lassila 
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                                    November Birthdays 

 

Happy  

Birthday 

To You!! 

Four two-year council positions will be filled in January 2021 

     The President and Vice-president serve as 
administrative staff.  Their job is to lead FLC in 
its vision, and to provide oversight and direc-
tion to all administrative responsibilities. They 
also supervise paid lay staff.  They attend coun-
cil meetings and executive board meetings. The 
executive board includes the secretary and the 
treasurer, all of whom meet with the pastor. 
     The Discipleship Chair helps to coordinate 

Christian education including Release Time, 
Vacation Bible School, and Adult Education 
programming. 
     The Fellowship Chair promotes connectivi-
ty through fellowship activities, including cof-
fee fellowship, special meal events, and small 
group activities. 
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

