
 

 

A Congregation of the  

Northeastern  

Minnesota Synod, ELCA 
 

 

Voice 
The 

 Voice 
 

May 2021 

Pastor recommends… 
page 9 

 

Work continues in Memorial Hall 

Henry Carey installs drywall behind the newly enlarged sink 
area in Memorial Hall. The remodeled area will include new 
flooring and a refrigerator. 

     High “positivity rate” numbers kept the congregation out of the sanc-
tuary in April, but we are hopeful that we will be able to return to the 
building for worship soon. 
     The Smart Team, which consists of Pastor Erin, Ardel Henrickson, 
and Nancy McBride, has been meeting for about ten months keeping an 
eye on numbers and discussing best practices to keep our members safe 
during this pandemic.  
     The decision at the time of this writing is to wait until the “positivity 
rate” is at five percent or below.  You can check the numbers yourself at 
covidactnow.org.  
     Keep an eye on our Facebook page for information about returning to 
worship in the sanctuary. More information can be found on page 6. 

Covid numbers delay sanctuary worship 

Pastor recommends 
the music of the Taize 
Community choir.  
See page 9. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

     I've been thinking a lot about rest lately. During winter, so much around us rests for a 
whole season-- bears hibernating, grass and trees taking a break, flower bulbs biding their 
time in the dirt. And now everything is waking up. The snow will stop falling (eventually), the 
grass is greening up, and flowers are starting to bloom. 
     Most of us don't have the luxury of hibernating for a whole season-- life goes on. Wheth-
er it's busy with family activities, kids' sports and extracurriculars or the busyness of projects 
and hobbies, spending time with loved ones and friends, many of us are often busier than 
we'd like. And others of us spend time slowly, quietly, marking the days passing and wishing 
we had more to do. 
     In ancient Israel, Sabbath was the great equalizer. No one was supposed to work for that 
24-hour period. Even animals were given time to rest, and traditions developed to make sure 
no one ended up doing too much. With the ongoing pandemic, it can feel like we're doing 
everything and nothing at the same time. Do we remember what it feels like to rest, to really 
take time to intentionally stop? Whether our lives feel overwhelming or empty, do we take 
time to stop our normal routines? 
     In the Ten Commandments, when God introduces the idea of Sabbath (from the Hebrew 
word for "to stop"), there are two different reasons given. First, even God rested after the six 
days of creation, and we are made in the image of God, so we, too, should rest. Second, the 
Hebrews were slaves in Egypt, where they were not allowed to rest. They knew what a gift 
the ability to stop and rest was, and God does not want us to forget that shared history.  
     What does rest look, feel, smell like to you? Some days, for me, it's a cup of coffee and a 
good book, with a wood wick candle crackling in the background. Other days, it's a long walk 
in the sunshine with a podcast playing.  
     What is it that brings peace to your soul? That helps your jaw unclench and your shoul-
ders drift down from your ears? In the midst of everything that is happening in our commu-
nity, our state, and our world, rest is important. Resting reminds us that we are limited, fi-
nite beings; that we are worthy and deserving of resting and not hustling to prove our worth 
all day every day; that there are others who can carry on while we sit for a minute. 
     I hope and pray that each of us finds time to rest this month, even if it's just for ten 
minutes at a time. God is here in the rest and in the work. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 
 



 

 

Present:  Rev. Erin Coutts, Steve Lindberg, 
Kathi Henrickson, Nancy McBride, Brenda Ber-
tilson, Brad Ettestad, Huntz Wagner, Ardel 
Henrickson 
“Motion to approve the agenda” 
 Motion by:  Kathi Henrickson 
 Second by:  Nancy McBride 
 Carried 
Opening prayer:  “For Weary Ones: from 
Speak it Plain by Meta Herrick Carlson 
Pastor’s Report: 
 *Worship 
   -Midweek Lenten Services:  virtual 
ecumenical services 
   -Drive in services both Palm Sunday 
and Easter 
 *Pastoral Care 
   -Pastoral visits happening over phone 
calls.   
Nicer weather will allow scheduling outdoor 
visits 
 *Education/Formation 
   -Zoom Book Group finished, will start 
Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer after 
Easter 
   -Confirmation via Zoom finished   
   -Spring Release Time Faith Formation 
packets are out 
 *On vacation April 5 - 12 
“Motion to approve the February 18, 
2021 minutes with change in Pastor’s 
Report to read “may not respond right 
away” 
 Motion by:  Nancy McBride  
 Second by:  Brenda Bertilson 
 Carried 
“Motion to approve the February 2021 Fi-
nancial Report” 
 Motion by:  Nancy McBride  
 Second by:  Huntz Wagner 
 Carried 
President’s Report: 
 *Will look at starting to plan events 
Service/Outreach: 
 *Cards are being sent out/contacts 
made 
 *Nancy Johnson is lead caller 

*”God’s Work, Our Hands” is the official 
slogan of the ELCA.  Brainstorming ide-
as on how to work toward that slogan 
 

*Started roster review 
*Talked about what to do with quilts.  
What organizations/groups could use 
them 

Discipleship: 
 *VLM will be holding bible camp at half 
capacity 
   -get information out to parents and 
kids 
 *Pastor Mark from Zion is interested in 
helping with Release Time 
Fellowship: 

*Huntz talked about what fellowship 
means to him.  He has been talking to 
members as he sees them to create 
that feeling of fellowship. He has creat-
ed a gift/handout that he intends to 
give to people on Palm Sunday 

Building & Grounds: 
 *Received one bid from Pelland and 
Swenson to repair the roof. 

*Memorial Hall redesign – need building 
permit, down payment made, do not 
need a licensed contractor.  Paul Man-
nausau will be doing some of the work 
*Entryways have been painted  

 
(Council minutes continued on page 8) 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, March 18, 2021 
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Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 
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Sunday Worship Services in May 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services in person, or any time by going to 

“Services” on our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, going to YouTube, or by 

watching the livestream on our Facebook page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we 
share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to 
joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when 
we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and for-
giveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forev-
er. Amen. 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS & SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN  
DISMISSAL 
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Hymns, Readings, & Prayers of the Day for May Worship Services 
In May, we will be worshiping in person every week. If the percent positivity rate for 
the county is above 5%, our worship service will be drive-in style in the parking lot. 

All services are live-streamed and available afterwards on our Facebook page, 
YouTube channel, and website. If you have questions or need help accessing our ser-

vices, contact the church office. 
May 2: Fifth Sunday of Easter 

•Hymns:  Crashing Waters at Creation; Amazing Grace 

•Readings: Acts 8:26-40 and John 15:1-8 

•Prayer of the Day: O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 
cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear the fruit of love 
and know the fullness of your joy, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
May 9: Sixth Sunday of Easter 

•Hymns: Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee; This is My Father’s World 

•Readings: Acts 10:44-48 and John 15:9-17 

•Prayer of the Day: O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys be-
yond understanding. Pour into our hearts such love for you that, loving you above 
all things, we may obtain your promises, which exceed all we can desire; through 
Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
May 16: Seventh Sunday of Easter 

•Hymns: Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing; Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

•Readings: Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 and John 17:6-19 

•Prayer of the Day: Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, 
and by the powerful name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit trans-
form us and your beloved world, that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
May 23: Pentecost 

•Hymns: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind; The Canticle of the Turning 

•Readings: Acts 2:1-21 and John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15 

•Prayer of the Day: Mighty God, you breathe life into our bones, and your Spirit 
brings truth to the world. Send us this Spirit, transform us by your truth, and give 
us language to proclaim your gospel, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
May 30: Holy Trinity Sunday 

•Hymns: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty; Come Join the Dance of Trinity 

•Readings: Isaiah 6:1-8 and John 3:1-17 

•Prayer of the Day: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, 
eternal Three-in-One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us 
steadfast in this faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your pres-
ence, where you live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
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The following procedures and precautions will be in place for  

in-person worship in the sanctuary: 

Those interested in attending in-person worship are asked to contact the church office so 

preparations can be made to ensure social distancing protocols can be in place for the correct 

number of people.   The office number is 283-2208. 

Current capacity with social distancing in the sanctuary is approximately 50 people. 

Social distancing and masking is required at all times. 

Pews will be marked off to ensure proper distancing. 

There will not be coffee time or socialization before or after the service inside the building. 

Ushers will seat people from the front of the sanctuary to the back and will dismiss from the 

back to the front immediately after service. 

Ushers will also make sure we have an accurate list of attendees, in case there is possible ex-

posure. 

Seating in pews will be indicated by bulletins placed before the sanctuary opens. 

Sanctuary doors will be kept open during the service. 

The service will not include passing the peace, passing the offering plate, or congregational 

singing or speaking. 

An offering plate will be placed in the narthex for people to leave their offerings on the way in 

or out of the sanctuary. 

Communion of one type (only wafers) will be served. Wafers in bags will be placed on pews 

along with bulletins before the service begins. Immediately after consuming the wafers, eve-

ryone will need to remask. 

Instrumental music from the piano/organ or pre-recorded music will be used. 

Special music can be provided by a single soloist spaced out in the balcony. 

Worship leaders will speak from pre-determined places: Reader speaks from pulpit (keep ex-

tra rows unused in front of pulpit); pastor speaks from behind the altar; liturgist/other wor-

ship leader speaks from other end of chancel using a wireless mic. 

Alternative ways of worshipping will continue to be provided. 

The service will be broadcast over the radio transmitter for those who do not feel comfortable 

in the church building but wish to attend worship. 

The service will be livestreamed and available on the church website. 

Pews will be emptied of hymnals and bibles, pew cards, and pew cushions. 

UV lights will be installed in the air system and will be on during the service. 

The sanctuary will be closed off for three days following the service. 

If the percent positivity rate for Koochiching County rises above 5%, the council 

will be informed and in-person worship in the sanctuary will be suspended. 

County metrics can be accessed here: covidactnow.org 
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Announcements 
Church Council position 
 

The church council is looking for a person to head the discipleship committee. The Discipleship 
Chair helps to coordinate Christian education including Release Time, Vacation Bible School, and 
Adult Education programming. 

 
Committee meetings 
 

Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings. If 
you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach, 
check the calendar for dates and times. 
 

First Lutheran Women 

The women of First Lutheran Church are meeting again every second Tuesday of the month at         
5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This month’s meeting will be May 11.  Please attend!  Remember to 
wear a mask. See you there! 
 

Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 

     “God’s work. Our hands” Sunday is September 12, 2021. This day is an opportunity to 
celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America – one church, freed in 
Christ to serve and love our neighbor. 
     Service activities offer an opportunity for us to explore one of our most basic convictions 
as Lutherans: that all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every daily calling, in 
every corner of life – flows freely from a living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 
     If you have an idea for a service project for this special Sunday, please contact the church 
office at 283-2208. 
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Council Minutes from page 3 ——————- 
 
Worship/Music: 

*New omnidirectional mics have been 
purchased for outside services.  Will 
make it much easier to hear the choir 
*Will continue to use the transmitter so 
people can remain in their cars to listen 
to service  
*Additional software needs to be pur-
chased to livestream to Facebook, web-
site and YouTube 

 
Old Business: 
 *Discipleship position 
 *2021 Congregational Goals 
 *Stewardship Discussion 

 
New Business: 
 *Smart Team Recommendation 
   -Return to in-person worship April 
18th, following proposed guidelines 

 
 -4 to 6 ushers will be needed 
 -Name tags 
 -Brad encouraged council to welcome 
and engage visitors 
 -We will meet prior to the 18th to en-
sure everything is in place 
 
“Motion to accept the recommendation 
of the Smart Team with modification that 
pews will be roped off, not taped” 
 Motion by:  Kathi Henrickson 
 Second by:  Brenda Bertilson 
 Carried 
 
Planning meeting for reopening:  April 15th at 
4:30 
 
Next Executive Meeting:  April 20th at 5:15 
Next Council Meeting:  April 22nd at 4:30 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ardel Henrickson, Secretary 

Henry Carey and Dwayne Mannausau at work remodeling Memorial Hall. 
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Pastor recommendations  

Did you know... If you are a 
Thrivent member, you can contribute 
to First Lutheran Church through 
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent 
Actions Teams.  
Log into your Thrivent account online, 
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with 
your personal Thrivent representative 
for more information.  

To read:  
I’m Still Here by Austin Channing Brown.  
     This memoir by a phenomenal writer and 
speaker focuses on what it has meant for Aus-
tin to be a Black woman living in the world to-
day.  
     This short book is an eye-opening look at 
what it looks and feels like to navigate the 
world as a Black woman.  
 

 
To listen: “Songs of Taize” album by The 
Songs of Taize Session Singers.  
     This has become my go-to album when I’m 
feeling overwhelmed or afraid. Taize is an ecu-
menical community in France, and their singing 
style is short songs that are sung several times in a 
row in different languages.  
     This, and other albums of Taize-style music, 
are an integral part of my personal prayer life. 

 

 

Pentecost Sunday is May 23 
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 
 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson and Betty Steinbach,  

       

 
To those who helped with worship 
in April:  Sue Hewitt; First Luther-
an Choir; Lloyd Skogstad, Ardel 
Henrickson, and Henry Carey for 
help with drive-in worship.  
To Huntz Wagner, Cynthia Warren, 
Nancy McBride, and Kris Jackson 
for reading. 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  March 31, 2021 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 10,104 16,700 (6,596)   49,489 32,725 16,764 

Operating Expense 11,552 16,700 5,148   35,163 32,725 (2,439) 

Operating Income Less Ex-
pense 

(1,448)   (1,448)   14,325  14,325 



 

 

5/3  Dorothy Johnson 
 5/4 Kallie Briggs 
 Douglas Dault 
5/5 Colin Hebner 
5/6 Andrew Bergstrom 
 Neil Fittje 
 BettyJeanne Henrickson 
 Payten Rousseau 
 Darcie Schulz 
 Piper Tomczak 
5/7 Skylar Kucera-Schneider 
5/8 Darlene Fittje 
5/9 Dawn Kruger 
 Lilly Skoglund 
 Iris Steinbach 
5/10 Lloyd Skogstad 
 Emily Treat 
5/11 Elizabeth Blight 
 Gracie Froemke 
 Grace Weisz 
5/12 Wendy Hanson 
 Anna Jensen 
 Cammi Jensen 
 Soren Lindquist 
 Craig McKenzie 
5/13 Gary Coran 
5/14 Dwayne Mannausau 
5/15 Tim Bright 
 Thomas Sether 
 BethAnne Slatinski 
5/16 Savannah DeMars 
 JoAnn Wuollet 

5/17 Loni Bright 
 Alexander Rousseau 
5/18 Dena Bergstrom 
5/19 Melissa Voigt 
5/20 Allen Rasmussen 
5/22 Bailey Herberg 
5/23  Patrick Rein 
5/24 Walter Buller 
5/25 Lisa McKenzie 
5/26 Wilson Johnson 
5/27 Barb Craig 
 Sharla Eide 
 Marlene Wagner 
5/28 Mary Perala 
 Miranda Templeton 
5/29 Callen Short 
5/30 Irene Johnson 
 James Miggins 
5/31 Roger Luettjohann 
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                                    May Birthdays 

Happy Birthday! 

FLW Minutes — April 13, 2021 
Meeting called to order at 5:00 
Brenda read devotions based on Mark 4 and Philippians 
4. 
Purpose of the Women of the ELCA was read. 
Minutes of the March meeting were read and approved. 
A thank you letter from the Executive Director for the 
Women of the ELCA was received for the $200 donation 
sent to them. 
Treasurer's report was reviewed. 
Seventeen school kits were put together. Voted to donate 

kits to the Learning Tree sponsored by the Rotary next 
August. 
A Northeast Synod meeting will be held in Grand Rapids 
on Sept. 11 from 1:00 - 3:00. Anyone interested in going 
please contact Brenda Bertilson. 
Voted not to have Christmas in July Bazaar due to the 
pandemic. 
Next meeting is Tuesday, May 11 at 5 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Harju, Secretary  
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

