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the miracles they
had seen...

A Bible Story About Deborah
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From the Pastor’s Desk

St. Patrick's Day was always a big deal in my family when I was growing
up. We would be decked out in green to go to school (which happened to be
one of our school colors) and my grandma would get my brother and I clover-
shaped cookies from the bakery in town, and we would hear the story of St.
Patrick.

Patrick lived in Britain during Roman times and was taken as a slave to Ire-
land. After years he escaped and became a Christian. Patrick felt God calling
him back to Ireland to share God's love and grace with the people who had
once been his captors. Legend says that Patrick used a three leaf clover to ex-
plain the Trinity to the Irish people-- that each leaf was distinct, but also part
of the whole clover.

My favorite story about Patrick (which is completely made up, but still de-
lightful) is that he banished all the snakes from Ireland. But there was one
snake that Patrick couldn't get rid of, so he tricked it into getting into a box,
and Patrick promised to open the box when it was "tomorrow." Of course, the
box was dark and the snake couldn't tell how much time had passed, so the
snake would ask every so often "Is it tomorrow?" to which Patrick replied, "No,
it's today." Because, of course, today is always today.

St. Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland, so immigrants to the United States
from Ireland held onto that piece of their homeland, leading to big St. Patrick's
Day celebrations across the country. St. Patrick's Day celebrates the strength
and faith of someone who went to love and minister to the people he should
have hated. Patrick's story shows how powerful the love of God can be, when
we allow it to move and change us.

Peace,
Pastor Erin

W./
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, January 21, 2021

Present: Pastor Erin Coutts, Fred Wilson,
Brenda Bertilson, Lloyd Skogstad, Nancy
McBride, Ardel Henrickson

Absent: Bettyleanne Henrickson, Ronna
MacKay, Nancy Johnson

Devotional: Bonhoeffer sermon excerpt

Pastor’s Report
*Worship

-Feb. 7: Laurentian Conference worship
service

-Ash Wednesday: online

-Midweek Lenten services: ecumenical ser-
vices coming together
*Pastoral Care

-visits continue via phone calls

-Carter Herberg funeral
*Education/Formation

-Zoom Book Group: reading “Caste”

-Confirmation via Zoom

-Release time faith formation boxes forth-
coming
*Other

-Pastor Erin’s housing allowance for 2021

is $13,050

Approve Minutes

“Motion to approve minutes from Decem-

ber 17, 2020
Motion by Nancy McBride
Second by: Brenda Bertilson

Finance:

Approve Financials from December, 2020
“Motion to approve financials from De-
cember 2020”

Motion by: Lloyd Skogstad

Second by: Pastor Erin Coutts

*$8,000 less received giving than last year
""Motion to move $405.00 from Memorial
Hall fund to the quilters fund”Motion by:
Lloyd Skogstad

Second by: Pastor Erin Coutts
*Everything has been completed for the end
of the year

Old Business:
*Annual Meeting

-Pass budget and vote on new council
members

-Congregation will vote using red and
green cards that will be passed out before
worship

-Fred will go to cars for comments/

questions
-Fred will state or ask for motion

New Business:
*Round 2 of PPP will be available soon.
Application is being worked on. If ac-
cepted the church could receive around
$19,000

“Motion to apply for PPP funds”

Motion by: Nancy McBride
Second by: Lloyd Skogstad

Outreach/Service:
*Valentines will be mailed out to shut-ins
*Talked about putting them in bulletins

Discipleship:
*Nancy Johnson has recruited more volun-
teers

(Council Minutes continued on page 6)

Pastor: Erin Coutts
(218)506-8072

Office Administrator:
Aimee Droba
Office Hours:
Monday—Friday
9 a.m. to noon
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com

Music Ministers:
FLC Choir Director:
Nancy McBride
FLC Organist: Elaine Beach
FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt




The VOICE

March 2021

Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in March

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “"Services” on
our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook
page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.

WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
the keeper of the covenant,

the source of steadfast love,

our rock and our redeemer.

Amen.

God hears us when we cry, and draws us
close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the
one who is full of compassion.

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world
you so love.

Amen.

Beloved, God’s word never fails.

The promise rests on grace:

by the saving love of Jesus Christ,

the wisdom and power of God,

your sins are forgiven, and God remem-
bers them no more.

Journey in the way of Jesus.

Amen.

GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
READINGS & SERMON

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only

Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the
Father,

and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with:
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN & DISMISSAL
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day
for March Worship Services

March worship services will be a mix of drive-in and online services. Drive-in
services are live-streamed on our Facebook page and available afterwards on
our website. If you would like to help with worship, please contact Pastor Erin.

March 7: Online Worship Service
Hymns: The Canticle of the Turning; Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery

Readings: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25; John 2:13-22

Prayer of the Day: Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live
faithfully and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace,
and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever. Amen.

March 14: Drive-In Worship Service with Communion
Hymns: Great is Thy Faithfulness; When Peace Like a River

Readings: Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21

Prayer of the Day: O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you
lifted up this fallen world and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead
us into your light, that all our deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.

March 21: Online Worship Service
Hymns: Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise; Praise and Thanksgiving

Readings: Jeremiah 31:31-34; John 12:20-33

Prayer of the Day: O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in
Mmercy you receive our prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the
Spirit, that through life and death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

March 28th: Palm Sunday, Drive-In Worship Service with Communion
Hymns: All Glory, Laud, and Honor; Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery

Readings: Mark 11:1-11; Mark 15:1-41

Prayer of the Day: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race

you sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the
cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the
glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH
ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES
SUNDAY, JANUARY 31, 2021

President Fred Wilson called the meet-
ing to order and welcomed all present at the
drive-in Annual Meeting at First Lutheran
Church. Fred explained to the attendees how
voting will work, using red and green cards to
indicate yes or no votes.

Minutes were read from the January 26, 2020
Annual Meeting

“Motion to approve the minutes from the
January 26, 2020 Annual Meeting”
Motion by: Nancy Johnson
Second by: Cynthia Warren
Motion Carried

“Motion to approve and adopt the 2021
budget”
Motion by: Brenda Bertilson
Second by: Henry Carey
Motion Carried

“Motion to send two delegates to the
Synod Assembly”
Motion by: Lloyd Skogstad
Second by: Gary Coran
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Motion Carried
“Vote to appoint Laurie Lindberg to the
Endowment Committee”

Carried

“Motion to appoint Kathi Henrickson to
the Vice President position and Huntz
Wagner to the Fellowship position on the
council”

Motion by: Nancy Johnson

Second by: Dick Bergh

Motion Carried

“Motion to appoint Steve Lindberg to the
President position”

Motion by: Barb Bergh

Second by: Gary Coran

Motion Carried

Submitted by: Ardel Henrickson
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Join us for
Lenten Midweek Worship
Wednesdays at 7 p.m.
on Facebook
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Palm Sunday is March 28; Easter is April 4

We will -haveodshvp for Palm Sunday and Eals
Order your Easter flowers by March 19

I f you would I i ke a potted plant for Easte
availabl e, i ncluding lilies, kal anchoes, g
to Ai mee about your order . -i nl fwoyrosuhiapr,e ynooutr
delivered to you.

Drive-in Worship

Dr i-ivle communi on services are scheduled fory
Pl ease bring aflgremetyy bplgabeémandoa, and plla
early so we can get everyone situated befjo
Ecumenical midweek services on Facebook

Join us for our ecumeni cal mi dweek wor shilp
Rotary Blood Drive

Rotary i s sponsoring a blood drive at Baclk
a call to sign up for a spot

Quilters!

The quilters are invited to gather in the
and must follow COVID guidelines with mas|k
Be a part of our online worship services!

|l f you enjoy reading, singing, or playing
services. Pastor Erin puts together the s|e
ers, or some speci@al wousihcep Albgreohgegh wwpodyga
thing we do together as a community.
Community Café

Il f you are in need of €Cae@mumbiyty @Gaime waalds
picked up between 5 and 6 p. m.wilndedays aln
Youth Faith Packets are available

Faith Packets are available for our religli




8 The VOICE

March 2021

Council Minutes continued from page 3

*Midweek services with other churches

*Drive-in services on Palm Sunday and

Easter
Fellowship: No Report
services shutdown

Buildings and Grounds:
*Plans to get entryways painted are in

*March 14™ anniversary of in-church

*Choir will be doing something for Lent

18, 2021

the works

*Identified ten small projects to com- Next Executive Meeting: February 16,
plete 2021 at 5:15

*Add to Voice that Aaron Johnson isin Next Council Meeting: February
charge of shoveling and at 4:30

Rick Rousseau is plowing

Worship & Music:
*Ash Wednesday - vials of ash will be
handed out

Minutes submitted by: Ardel Henrickson

Goal is realized for Memorial Hall remodeling

We are | ooking forwar d-atwoa ibteegdil hpa ol geyca a r| k
generosity in this project
Tot al Project$E4t2maanhds raised as of 2/ 11 ¢
This remodel ed space wil|l hel p i n the nji
mosphere for those who are here for funejr:
The Buildings and Grounds Committee an
ward remodeling the kitchen area i n Memolji
speci al events, fellowship and youth actl]
General Fund Financial Information
As of January 31, 2021
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!
Current Current
Month Month Variance Yea;'l:[oaDlate YeaBr'I('joeDtate Variance
Actual Budget ctu udg
Operating Income 17,179 16,700 479 17,179 16,362 816
Operating Expense 11,889 16,700 4,811 11,889 16,362 4,473
Operating Income Less 5289 5,289 5 289 5 289
Expense
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Pastor recommendations

A Collection of

Meditations for Renewal

Toread: A Rhyt hm of

Sarah Bessey.
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For families to read together:
A Fear |l ess by Rachel Spier
Weaver and Anna Haggard.

The Bible contains
people standing up i
Deborah (whose story
Judges) is a beauti f
This picture book t
and effective way wi
Il 1l ustrations.

+tFAPR

A Bible Story About Deborah

i ' RACHEL SPIER WEAVER ANNA HAGGARD -
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~ On March 14th, we
spring ahead into
Daylight Savings
Time.

It is also the anni-
versary of the pan-
demic shutdown in
our community.

Stay safe everyone.
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To those who helped with worship in
February: Sue Hewitt; First Lutheran Choir;
Lloyd Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, and Hen-
ry Carey for help with drive-in worship.

To Brenda Bertilson, Nancy McBride, and
Shelley Trappe for reading.

To Lloyd Skogstad for painting the sacristy,
and to Lloyd and Dwayne Mannausau for re-
placing the broken window.

To our snow-removal team — Aaron John-
son and Rick Rousseau. You are terrific!

Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active pr

or yourself, call e-220&@r oheBréardathMBe F2ZFH0c &YX
must have permission to put someone on the
To put someone on the list -2208 SundRegoplrea
for one week only, unl ess you ask that 1t
they can be removed.

* % % % %k % % % * % * * * % k% *x %k *x *

Remember in vour pravers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan: Denise Snare Romonowicz
Littlefork Nursing Home: Marlene Erickson, Betty Steinbach,
and Gary Rasmussen

U s goﬁwyu&/ Q;‘ THRIVENT

FINANCIAL®
l@' Did you know... If you are a Thrivent
' member, you can contribute to First
@xFIRSTLUTHERANC Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice

Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log
into your Thrivent account online, call
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your
personal Thrivent representative for more

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH information.
ELCA
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March Birthdays

3/2
3/3
3/4

Lee Hasbargen
Jenna Anderson
Gary Bergstrom
Maddie Fredrickson
Krysten Skogstad
Nathan Sobkowicz
Diana Bolstad
Jonathan McDonald
Bryan Wichner
Megan Boe
Zachery Eide
Marc Jackson
Brayden Hart-Osse
Janet Olson
Lachlan Reiners
3/11 Perry Eide

Angie Holenko

Paul Mannausau
3/13 Donna Parker
3/14 Ashley Larsen

Sydney Raboin
3/15 Kylynn Glennie
Presley Rousseau
Duane Sjoblom

3/6

3/7
3/8

3/9

|
|

3/18 Virgil Kluge
3/20 Steven Hanson
Kitty Sandstrom
3/21 Mara Pelland
3/22 Justin Kapla
Troy Rautio
3/24 Dwight Knuth
3/28 Monty Bokovoy
Ryan Dault
Ellie Rein
3/30 Dee Arason
John Golnick
Allen Johnson
Kipp Raboin
3/31 Rachel Roeder

B'R H Y

Shopping at Amazon can help First Lutheran Church

amazon

AmazonSmile is a simple
you to support your fawyo
every time you shop, at

When first visiting Apma
prompted to select a cha
over one million eligifgl
an is now on that |1ist.

For eligible purchases

zon Smile Foundation will
chase pricestocetlleceteuds t¢d
gani zation.

Sever al pari shioners ha
donation possibility and
Sign up today!

Happy shopping!
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First Lutheran Church, ELCA

wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here!

First Lutheran@ Mission Statement
{ KI NJX @3 DINZ PO S

First Lutheran@ Vision Statement

&EOOO , OOEAOAT #EOOAE xEI
OEAO OEDOKL®AAIAA AUdq

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28

-- to grow.
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and

the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE

Available on our website Check out our Website!
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. www.firstlutheranifalls.org
OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.

Office: 218-283-2208


http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

