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     The Smart Team and church 
council have met to make some 
positive changes in First’s wor-
ship services. 
     People are now allowed back 
in the sanctuary practicing social 
distancing, but the wearing of 
masks is now optional, and 
unison speaking during worship 
will resume.  Congregational 
singing remains on the horizon. 
     For those who don’t feel 
comfortable in the sanctuary 
quite yet, alternative methods of 
worship will continue to be pro-

vided through radio, and other 
technology. 
     The church council has de-
cided on a guiding principle of 
personal responsibility with an 
eye toward the care of the whole 
church community. 
     A closer look at the new 
guidelines can be found on the 
reverse side of the calendar in 
this publication. For more infor-
mation, or if you have questions 
or concerns, please call the of-
fice at 283-2208.    
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

We've arrived back in Ordinary Time. The never-ending season of green banners and 
paraments that will last well into the fall. The joy and hype of Easter, the bright red of Pente-
cost are over, and we settle into a new routine with summer and (hopefully) good weather. 
Ordinary time is just... so ordinary. There's no anticipation like Advent leading up to Christ-
mas, no somber reflection like during Lent. Ordinary time just IS. 

Sometime in elementary school, we had a test on the different colors the church uses 
and what they mean (this is the kind of thing you learn during religion class at a Catholic 
school). We use green for ordinary time because it is a season of growth and new life. Just 
as the grass has greened and the leaves have slowly appeared on the trees, so ordinary 
time is an opportunity for us to flourish. To be present here and now, to see what gifts there 
are for us today without worrying too much about the future or the past. 

This is a spiritual discipline, and one many of us aren't very good at. Everything be-
comes clearer once it is in the rearview mirror, and the future can feel like endless oppor-
tunity, while today can feel so empty or too full, depending on the season of our lives.  

What if we saw this season of ordinary time as a chance to take a long look at every-
thing we already have? The relationships we tend to take for granted because they are so 
solid and present, the gift of a sunny day and a good cup of coffee, the objects around us 
that tell the story of our lives and those who came before us? Being grounded in the present 
moment can help us see ourselves and our lives more clearly, both what we love and what 
we hope for. 

What might the Holy Spirit be calling you toward in this season of ordinary time? What 
might the Spirit be calling you away from? The season of ordinary time is long, so there is 
plenty of time to sit with these questions, to wonder with God where the Spirit may be lead-
ing, and to see everything we have. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 
 



 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 22, 2021 
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Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 

Members present:  Rev. Erin Coutts, Brad 
Ettestad, Steve Lindberg, Nancy McBride, 
Brenda Bertilson, Huntz Wagner, Lloyd 
Skogstad, Kathi Henrickson, Ardel Henrickson 
 
“Motion to approve the agenda” 
 Motion by:  Brenda Bertilson 
 Second by:  Nancy McBride 
 Carried 
 
Opening Prayer:  Psalm 23 
Pastor’s Report: 
 *Worship 
    1.  Percent positivity is 6.5% 
    2.  Drive-in services going well.  A few 
have said they will be staying outside even 
when we   return to worshipping in sanctuary 
    3.  Bethany is amending their Smart Plan 
for reopening.  
 *Pastoral Care 
      1.  A few funerals are pending – Pastor 
Erin is staying in touch with families 
 *Education/Formation 
    1.  Zoom Book Group began Life Together 
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
    2.  Spoke to Pastor Mark about combining 
Release Time and Confirmation efforts. 
 *Other 
    1.  Synod Assembly is virtual again this 
year: April 30 and May 1 
    2.  Pastor Erin is a board member for Rota-
ry Club and Servants of Shelter.  She is also 
on the Candidacy Committee for the synod. 

 
“Motion to approve minutes from March 
18, 2021 with changes to “Our Hands” 
not “Out Hands” and “Nancy Johnson is 
lead caller for Chain 3”” 
 Motion by:  Nancy McBride  
 Second by:  Lloyd Skogstad 
 Carried    
 
“Motion to approve financial report from 
March 31, 2021” 
 Motion by:  Ardel Henrickson 
 Second by:  Kathi Henrickson 
 
President’s Report:  No Report 
 
 
 

Service/Outreach: 
 *Worked on roster 
 *Two cards mailed and one meal deliv-
ered 
 *Two members of committee are 
checking on a senior member of the congre-
gation 
 *Helped deliver quilts 

*Request from Backus for volunteers to 
help in Community Café one night a 
month starting May   6th.   
*Endowment Committee 
    1.  Granted five $500 scholarships  
*FLW 
    1.  Canceled Christmas in July 

 
Discipleship:  No Report 
 
Fellowship: 

*Huntz reported some members still 
don’t feel comfortable returning to wor-
ship in the sanctuary.  They are very 
satisfied with the drive-in services and 
will continue to attend them. 

 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Sunday Worship Services in June 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services in person, or any time by going to 

“Services” on our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, going to YouTube, or by 

watching the livestream on our Facebook page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we 
share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to 
joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when 
we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and for-
giveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forev-
er. Amen. 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS & SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN  
DISMISSAL 
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Progress continues on the Memorial Hall renovation 

A new space has 
been created, 
plumbed and 
wired for an     

expanded sink 
and storage area. 

The original 
storage  cup-

boards will be 
moved to the 
north wall to 

house the 
sound system 

and other   
materials. 
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Riley Larson Olivia Trask 

Maddy Lorenson 

Myles Mason 

Jake Slatinski 

Max Marcotte Cullen Rein 

Presenting 
our 2021   

FHS graduates 
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Announcements 
 

Paid position available — Church Organist 
 

The worship and music team is looking for a church organist to play hymns and liturgy when we get 
back to a conventional worship service that will include a sung liturgy.  If you, or someone you 
know, is interested in playing the organ for worship, please contact the church office at 283-2208.   
 
Church Council position 
 

The church council is looking for a person to head the discipleship committee. The Discipleship 
Chair helps to coordinate Christian education including Release Time, Vacation Bible School, and 
Adult Education programming. 

 
Committee meetings 
 

Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings. If 
you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach, 
check the calendar for dates and times. 
 

First Lutheran Women 

The women of First Lutheran Church are meeting again every second Tuesday of the month at         
5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This month’s meeting will be June 8th.  Please attend!  Remember to 

wear a mask. See you there! 
 

Community Café Volunteers 
 

The Community Café is once again asking for volunteers.  If you are able to volunteer one evening a 
month, please call the church office at 283-2208.   
If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 
 

Thank you!! 
Our  May Community Cafe volunteers were Kimberly Atchley, Carol Bass, Barb Bergh, Kris 
Jackson, Laurie Lindberg, Lloyd Skogstad, BethAnne Slatinski, and Brenda Bertilson. First Lutheran 
is volunteering the first Thursday of each month and 7-8 volunteers are needed.  Our next evening 
will be June 3rd. Anyone willing to volunteer can contact Brenda Bertilson at 283-2144.  
 

Bible Study  
 
You are invited to a Bible study with Bette Simon at 11 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month 
at her house.  The Bible study is from the Gather magazine. If anyone wants to participate but 
doesn't have a subscription to Gather, there are a few extra copies at the church that people can pick 
up and use.  For more information, please call the office at 283-2208. 
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(Continued from page 3) 
 
Building & Grounds: 
 *Memorial Hall project continues – pro-
gress has been inspected and approved 
   1.  Measured for new cabinets and 
they should arrive in June 
   2.  Need to decide how much hard 
surface is needed around cabinets 

  3.  Trees on south side of Memorial 
Hall were discussed.  Are they dying?  
Should they be   removed? 

 
Finance and Treasurer:  See attached fi-
nancial report 
 
Worship and Music: 
 *Continue to watch Covid numbers to 
determine when we can have services in 
sanctuary 
 *Ordered cable so we can continue 
broadcasting worship services outside 
 *Need to look for an organist 

 
Smart team:  Will look at numbers and meet 
to address changes 
 
Old Business: 
*Will discuss stewardship at next meeting 
*Discipleship position yet to be filled 
 
New Business: 
*Office hours – Aimee is not interested in 
working afternoons 
  1.  Will need to address needs as we come 
back to church 
  2.  Need to start looking for an organist 
 *Bethany 
  1.  Holding their annual meeting in June 
  2.  Discussed having joint council meeting to 
discuss needs and wants 
     
Next Meeting Dates: 
 
Executive Committee:  May 18, 2021 at 5:15 
Council:  May 20, 2021 at 4:30 
Submitted by Ardel Henrickson, Secretary 

     The past 14 months have been extremely difficult for all churches. 
With Covid restrictions, churches struggled to stay connected to mem-
bers of the congregation while following recommendations to help keep 
everyone safe and healthy. Tough decisions had to be made. Because 
of those difficult decisions, we are able to move forward safely and 
masks are now optional.  

     Please remember, this is a work in progress, and if CDC recommen-
dations change, we may need to adapt again.  Thank you to the smart 
team and the church council for the dedication and courage to make 
decisions which have helped lead us to reopening. Also, thank you First 
Lutheran congregation for your support, patience, and understanding. 

Thank you for your support and patience 

Steve Lindberg has resigned his position as president of  
First Lutheran Church. The church council has elected  

Kathi Henrickson to serve as president until the next annual meeting. 

*********************************
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Pastor recommendations  

Did you know... If you are a 
Thrivent member, you can contribute 
to First Lutheran Church through 
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent 
Actions Teams.  
Log into your Thrivent account online, 
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with 
your personal Thrivent representative 
for more information.  

Church Organist Needed 
Interested?  Please call the 
church office at 283-2208 
for more information. 

Everything Happens for a Reason: And 
Other Lies I’ve Loved by Kate Bowler.  
     Kate was diagnosed with Stage IV cancer when she was 
35. This memoir tells the story of the first year after her di-
agnosis and how she navigated the often well-meaning 
ways people tried to “help” or give her perspective.  
     Kate’s writing is beautiful and emotional, and I tore 
through this book in less than a day. 
 

Holy Mischief by Mandy Makant.  
     Mandy interviewed 85 pastors in the ELCA who are women 
and compiled her findings in this short book. Her research was 
focused on pastors in the South, and she also talked with bish-
ops and synod staff to understand the experience of pastors to-
day.  
     Last year the ELCA celebrated 50 years of ordaining wom-
en, and this book celebrates the gifts women bring to ministry 
without glossing over the work that still has to be done. 
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 
 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson and Betty Steinbach 

       

 
To those who helped with worship in May:  Sue Hewitt; 
First Lutheran Choir; Lloyd Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, 
Henry Carey, Kathi Henrickson, and Brenda Bertilson for 
ushering.  
To Brenda Bertilson (April), Huntz Wagner, Jack Bartlett, 
Carol Bass, and Cynthia Warren for reading. 
 
And to you, for your patience in this time of uncertainty. 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  April 30, 2021 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 10,104 16,700 (6,596)   49,489 32,725 16,764 

Operating Expense 11,552 16,700 5,148   35,163 32,725 (2,439) 

Operating Income Less Ex-
pense 

(1,448)   (1,448)   14,325  14,325 



 

 

The minutes of the FLW meeting: 
May 11, 2021 
 
Brenda read devotions based on Psalm 103:2 
The purpose statement was read. 
The minutes of the April meeting were read. 
A thank you card was received from Water-
view Pines Nursing Home in Virginia, MN 
for the 18 quilts we donated to their resi-
dents. 
A motion was made and seconded to send a 

$200 donation for shipping quilts and kits 
through Lutheran World Relief. 
Old business: A Laurentian Conference 
meeting could be set up in October. Plans are 
pending. 
The Tour of Trees bazaar was discussed. 
New suggestions would be welcomed. 
The next FLW meeting is Tuesday, June 8th 
at 5 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandy Harju, Secretary 

6/1 William Roeder 
 Pacey Rousseau 
6/3 Hazel Aasen 
 Joseph Glowack 
6/4 Hannah Cook 
 Duane Olsen 
 Fred Smith 
6/6 Tim Heinle 
 Steve Lindberg 
 Tara Long 
 Laurie Olsen 
 Charley Swanson 
6/8 Ashley Shipley 
6/10 Terry Bounds 
6/11 Stephanie Heinle 
 Robert Johnson 
6/15 Jodi Herberg 
 Whitney Jackson 
 Nancy Johnson 
 Carissa Shipley 
6/16 Gina Rasmussen 
 Christopher Steinbach 
6/18 Savannah Olson 
 James Wood 
6/19 Walter Green 

6/20 Kole Bernath 
 Carlene Blair 
6/21 Adam Bergstrom  
6/22 Ardel Henrickson 
 Bert Karasek 
 Courtney Klow 
6/24 Clay Bergstrom 
 Justin Shipley 
6/25 Grace Haanen 
 Will Haanen 
6/27 Barb Albert 
6/29 Hunter Sobkowicz 
6/30 Catherine Christensen 
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

