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Roger Griffen and Lloyd Skogstad replace railings 

     Building and grounds is keeping busy.  In addition to the re-

modeling in Memorial Hall, outside the church is getting an up-

date with sturdy new railings near the church’s main entrance.  

 First Lutheran Women 
begin planning for  
Tour of Trees 

     December 4th has been set 
for the Tour of Trees craft and 
bake sale. 
     The sale, canceled last year 
due to COVID, is being planned 
once again with happy anticipa-
tion. 
     Begin working on your 
crafts now, so this event will be 
the best ever. 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

On June 20 I announced that I will be leaving First Lutheran and moving back to 
Wisconsin. I have taken a call as an associate pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Waupaca, Wisconsin, and my last day at First will be July 15th. I'm grateful for all the min-
istry we have done together during my time at First Lutheran, and all the good people I've 
gotten to know. I will always remember our Longest Night service, the wonderfully chaotic 
energy of Wednesday afternoons during release time, and the privilege of presiding at 40 
funerals during my three years here. There have been challenges and setbacks as well, 
and I hope this time of transition for First will be a time to reflect on who First Lutheran is 
and what First's mission is to the wider International Falls community. 

 
        After July 15, I will not be available for any pastoral acts, since I will be focusing on 
moving and getting to know my new congregation and town. This isn't because I don't 
care about you or the community of First Lutheran, but because I want to give you all the 
opportunity to get to know and love the next pastor. It's important for a pastor who is 
moving to do what she can to clear the way for whoever comes after. 

 
        Change can be a difficult thing, but it can also be an opportunity to explore and grow. 
My prayer for you all is the same prayer that I shared in my announcement: “O Lord God, 
you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as 
yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us faith to go out with good courage, not 
knowing where we go, but only that your hand is leading us, and your love supporting us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 
 
        May the Spirit of God, the Comforter, the Advocate, the Wisdom of God, be with you 
this and every day. 
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 
 



 

 

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, May 20, 2021 
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Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 

Members Present:  Pastor Erin Coutts, Lloyd 
Skogstad, Huntz Wagner, Brenda Bertilson, Brad Et-
testad, Kathi Henrickson, Ardel Henrickson 
Members Absent:  Nancy McBride 
“Motion to approve the agenda” 
 Motion By: Brad Ettestad 
 Second By: Pastor Erin Coutts 
 Carried 
Pastor’s Report: 
 *Worship 

  -People generally excited about the return to 
worship in the sanctuary and eager for re-
strictions to ease – Smart Team has updated 
recommendations for council to approve 

 *Pastoral Care 
   -5 of the 6 pending funerals are scheduled 

 -In person visits are re-starting- I have my 
list, but if people would like a visit, have them 
let me or the church office know 

 *Education/Formation 
 -Zoom Book Group began Life Together by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer will wrap up at the end of 
this month 

  -Cards for graduates are being sent out 
 

“Motion to approve April 22, 2021 minutes 
with amendment to $250 scholarships not 
$500” 
 Motion By:  Brad Ettestad  
  Second By:  Brenda Bertilson 
 Carried 
Motion to approve April, 2021 financials 
 Motion By:  Ardel Henrickson  
  Second By:  Lloyd Skogstad 
 Carried  
President’s Report: No Report 
Service/Outreach Report: 

*Members worked at Backus Community Ca-
fé.  First Lutheran will be helping on first 
Thursday of each month 
*Servants of Shelter has asked for help from 
local churches on the 1st Friday of each month 
to help move household goods and furniture 
for people transitioning. 
 

Discipleship Report:  No Report 
Fellowship Report:   
 *Would like to see more people attending in 
church service 
 *Looking into ways to serve coffee after ser-
vice.   
 
 
 

Building and Grounds Report: 
 *Pelland and Swenson is waiting for a new lift 
before they can check roof 
 *Fred Friesen will move the cabinet in Memo-
rial Hall and remove the doors. 
 *Some painting is left and outlets to be 
moved 
 *Jake Froemke will mow the lawn this sum-
mer 
 *Erickson’s will be spraying the lawn 
 *Received a quote from Brock Morrison for 
sealing the parking lot 
Finance Report:  See Report 
Worship and Music: 

*Discussed the need for an organist for Sun-
day worship. Considered several people to 
contact. Perhaps a sung liturgy would be pos-
sible for one Sunday a month. 
*Discussed the renewal of the Altar Guild. 
BettyJeanne will have a meeting of interested 
people. 
*Discussed the method of securing readers 
and ushers. A sign-up sheet will be available 
in the narthex for interested volunteers, and 
information about calling the office to volun-
teer will be in The Voice. Perhaps 
*Ushers could also serve as readers, or altar 

guild members could serve as ushers. 
 
(Continued on page 8) 
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Sunday Worship Services in July 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services in person, or any time by going to 

“Services” on our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, going to YouTube, or by 

watching the livestream on our Facebook page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Refreshed by the resurrection life we 
share in Christ, 
let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
  
We thank you, risen Christ, 
for these waters where you make us new, 
leading us from death to life, from tears to 
joy. 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit 
comes to us 
in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsting earth, 
like streams that revive our souls, 
like cups of cool water shared with 
strangers. 
Breathe your peace on your church when 
we hide in fear. 
Clothe us with your mercy and for-
giveness. 
Send us companions on our journey as we 
share your life. 
Make us one, risen Christ. 
Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy 
Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forev-
er. Amen. 
 
KYRIE 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS & SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
OFFERING PRAYER 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN  
DISMISSAL 
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New Guidelines for First Lutheran Church (effective June 14, 2021)  

The First Lutheran Smart Team, which looks at the various guidelines to determine how 
best to move forward during the Covid-19 pandemic, met on June 14th and approved 
these changes to the practices of the congregation.  

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about these changes, please contact 
Pastor Erin or Council President Kathi Henrickson.  

Worship Service  

 Congregational singing will resume with the opening and closing hymns.  

 - Masks, while not required, are encouraged to be worn during singing as the safest 
way to prevent any possible spread of Covid.  

 - The Sharing of the Peace will resume without shaking hands-- participants are en-
couraged to wave, nod, or send a peace sign to those around them, much like we do 
during cold and flu season.  

 - The worship leaders will resume processing in and out during the hymns at the be-
ginning and end of service.  

 - The Kyrie will be sung by the worship leaders only. - Hymnals, Bibles, and prayer 
cards will be returned to the pews.  

 - Social distancing is still encouraged as a way to care for others in our congregation.  

 - On July 4th, continuous communion by intinction will resume. Ushers will dismiss 
people from their pews to go up for communion, helping to maintain social distance 
between different households.  

Coffee Hour  

Coffee hour will return to Memorial Hall, with coffee and treats available for those who 
wish to be outside in the fresh air.  

Funeral Luncheon  

Funeral luncheons may serve the full array of food again, while encouraging people 
from different households to social distance during the luncheon.  

 

Thank you for your understanding and patience  

as we safely move forward during this difficult time.  
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Originally from southern Minnesota, Brenda Bertilson has been a member of First Lutheran for about 45 Years.  She 
chairs the Outreach/ Service committee, is president of First Lutheran Women,  and serves on the alter gild, the prayer 
chains, and Community Cafe. She is also a long time board member of the Falls Hunger Coalition.  Brenda and hus-
band, Doug, have one grown daughter.  Prior to retirement, Brenda has worked in the fields of retail sales, banking & 
finance, and early childhood education. 

Ardel Henrickson is the church council secretary.  Born and raised in International Falls, she attended Rainy River 
Community College, Bemidji State College and St. Cloud State University.  She received her  Bachelor of Science 

degree from Bemidji and was hired as the Assistant Director at the Northland Developmental Achievement Center.  
Ardel worked there for 11 years, then went back to school at St. Cloud State and received her Masters in Special Edu-
cation.  She taught in Askov, Minnesota, for three years before returning to International Falls to teach Special Educa-

tion classes.  Ardel retired in 2014 after 30 years of teaching.  

Building and grounds chairperson Lloyd Skogstad was born in International 

Falls “quite a few years ago.”  After a stint in the Navy, he attended Rainy 

River Community College where he met his wife, Ruby.  They were married 

in First Lutheran Church, then lived in Oregon for quite a few years where 

their children Kyrsten and Ryan were born.  After moving back to the Falls 

in 1991, Lloyd worked again in the mill. In 2018, after 43 years of marriage, 

Ruby sadly passed away.   Lloyd now lives at  the lake, with son Ryan and 

two cats, while daughter Kyrsten lives in San Francisco.  Lloyd enjoys read-

ing, yoga, listening to sixties music, and visiting California.   

Meet First Lutheran’s council members 

Nancy McBride  is in her second term as the Worship and Music chairper-

son. She has been a member of First for most of her life, and has been the 

choir director since 1992.  She often serves as the liturgist and has some-

times been pulpit supply when the pastor leaves for a much-needed vaca-

tion.  Nancy also edits the Voice.  Happily retired from teaching English-

Language Arts at Littlefork-Big Falls, she is married to Chopper McBride, 

and together they have three children, seven grandchildren, and one Norwe-

gian Forest Cat. 

William (Huntz) Wagner is the chair of the Fellowship committee. He was born in Drayton, North Dakota, and 

moved to the Falls in 1944, when he became a member of First Lutheran.  Huntz graduated from Falls High in 1952, 

served in Naval Aviation, then graduated from Bemidji State Teachers College with a Masters in Industrial Arts Edu-

cation. He taught in Big Fork and Falls High School. He also worked at the International Falls Airport. Huntz is mar-

ried and has two daughters and four grandchildren. 

Lloyd in San Francisco 

 Kathi Henrickson was born and raised in International Falls. For 20 years she lived elsewhere, but she decided to 

move back in 2007. First Lutheran church is an integral part of Kathi’s life having been baptized and confirmed at 

First and now she participates in choir.  She continues to work part time as a nurse practitioner and business owner.  

She is “honored to serve as council president and will strive to help our church” continue to grow and provide minis-

tries. 

The chairperson of the finance committee is Brad Ettestad.  A life-long member of First Lutheran, Brad also serves 
as sound and camera person for our worship services.  

First Lutheran continues to search for a willing volunteer to serve on the Discipleship Committee.  This per-
son would help with youth activities, including release time and other Christian education opportunities. 
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Announcements 
 

Paid position available — Church Organist 
 

The worship and music team is looking for a church organist to play hymns and liturgy when we get 
back to a conventional worship service that will include a sung liturgy.  If you, or someone you 
know, is interested in playing the organ for worship, please contact the church office at 283-2208.   
 
Church Council position 
 

The church council is looking for a person to head the discipleship committee. The Discipleship 
Chair helps to coordinate Christian education including Release Time, Vacation Bible School, and 
Adult Education programming. 

 
Committee meetings 
 

Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings. If 
you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach, 
check the calendar for dates and times. 
 

First Lutheran Women 

No FLW meeting is scheduled for July or August. Instead an evening out is planned for July 13, with 
a meal at Sha Sha.  Meet at the church at 5 p.m. to carpool.  Everyone is invited. 
 

Community Café Volunteers 
 

The Community Café is once again asking for volunteers.  If you are able to volunteer one evening a 
month, please call the church office at 283-2208.   
If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 

 

Thank you!! 
Our  June Community Cafe volunteers were Kim Atchley, Carol Bass, Brenda Bertilson, Ardel 
Henrickson, Laurie Lindberg, and Sharalyn Schaak. Anyone willing to volunteer can contact Brenda 
Bertilson at 283-2144.  
 

Bible Study  
 
You are invited to a Bible study with Bette Simon at 11 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each month 
at her house.  The Bible study is from the Gather magazine. If anyone wants to participate but 
doesn't have a subscription to Gather, there are a few extra copies at the church that people can pick 
up and use.  For more information, please call the office at 283-2208. 

Aimee Droba has resigned from her position 
as church secretary. Many thanks to Aimee 
for her years of service in this position.  
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     The past 15 months have been extremely difficult for all churches. 
With Covid restrictions, churches struggled to stay connected to mem-
bers of the congregation while following recommendations to help keep 
everyone safe and healthy. Tough decisions had to be made. Because 
of those difficult decisions, we are able to move forward safely and 
masks are now optional.  

     Please remember, this is a work in progress, and if CDC recommen-
dations change, we may need to adapt again.  Thank you to the smart 
team and the church council for the dedication and courage to make 
decisions which have helped lead us to reopening. Also, thank you First 
Lutheran congregation for your support, patience, and understanding. 

Please review the new guidelines  
for our church gatherings on page 5. 

Thank you for your support and patience 

**********************

Council  (Continued from page 3) 
 
*As the pandemic guidelines change, our 
worship protocols will adjust to reflect those 
changes. We now are meeting in the sanctu-
ary practicing social distancing. A radio 
broadcast is available for those not 
*Ready to return to the sanctuary, in addition 
to access via FaceBook, FLC website, and 
YouTube. 
*Communion is available in personal portions, 
but mask-wearing and singing are still being 
discussed. 
*Perhaps by July 4, we will be back to a more 
familiar worship setting with a sung liturgy, 
communion by intinction, and congregational 
singing. Hope springs eternal.. 
*Kathi has a lead on a local man who plays 
the organ.   

Smart Team: 
 *Masks are optional for meetings in the 
church during the week 
 *During service if parishoners are masked we 
can sing. We can’t sing if not masked. 
 
“Motion to approve recommendation from 
Smart Team making masks optional during in 
church services and other recommendations 
from Smart Team” 
 Motion by:  Brad Ettestad 

 Second by:  Kathi Henrickson 
 Carried 
 
Old Business: 
 *Will continue to look for someone for the 
Discipleship position 
 *Discussed a list of options for stewardship 
giving 
New Business: 
“Motion to accept the resignation of Steve 
Lindberg as council president” 
 Motion by:  Pastor Erin Coutts 
 Second by:  Brad Ettestad 
 Carried 
 
“Motion to elect Kathi Henrickson council 
president: 
 Motion by:  Brenda Bertilson  
 Second by:  Huntz Wagner 
 Carried 
  
*Vice President position vacant and needs to be 
filled 
*Pastor Erin will notify the congregation of the 
change in council 
 

Next Executive Meeting:  June 22, 2021  at 5:15 
Next Council Meeting:  June 24, 2021 at 4:40 
 
Submitted by:  Ardel Henrickson 
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Pastor recommendations  

Did you know... If you are a 
Thrivent member, you can contribute 
to First Lutheran Church through 
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent 
Actions Teams.  
Log into your Thrivent account online, 
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with 
your personal Thrivent representative 
for more information.  

Church Organist Needed 
Interested?  Please call the 
church office at 283-2208 
for more information. 

 To Listen: the Everything Happens podcast with Kate 
Bowler.  

     Kate is a young mother, writer and professor who, at age 
35, was suddenly diagnosed with Stage IV cancer.  

     Kate interviews people from all different walks of life 
about their unique experiences and what they’ve learned 
when they have found themselves in impossible situations.  

     This podcast is heartfelt, often funny, and always pro-
found. 

To Read: The Anthropocene Reviewed by John 
Green.  
     John usually writes YA fiction (like The Fault 
in Our Stars) and this is his first nonfiction book.         
     This collection of essays rates parts of the hu-
man centered planet on a five star scale. This book 
is funny and poignant, and the essays are short 
and engaging.  
     This book helped me think more deeply about 
the world and my place in it. 
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 
 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz and Bunny Katrin  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson and Betty Steinbach  

       

 
Thank you to our readers and ushers: Linda Torseth, 
Huntz Wagner, BettyJeanne Henrickson, Jim and 
Maureen Jackson. 
 
Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the  
funeral luncheons in June. 
 
Thank you to the musicians who shared their talents. 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  May 31, 2021 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 7,929 16,362 (8,433)   74,864 81,812 (6,948) 

Operating Expense 11,704 16,362 4,658   58,338 81.812 23,474 

Operating Income Less Ex-
pense 

(3,775)   (3,775)   16,526  16,526 



 

 

The minutes of the FLW meeting: 
June 8, 2021 
 
Brenda Bertilson opened the meeting with 
devotions from 2 Corinthians.  
The purpose of the WELCA was read. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were read 
and approved. 
The treasurer’s report was reviewed.  
A WELCA business meeting will be in 
Grand Rapids on Saturday, September 11, 

from 1-3 p.m. A delegate is needed to attend. 
The Tour of Trees bazaar is scheduled for 
December 4th.  Craft items are needed. Start 
thinking about baked goods. 
No FLW meeting is scheduled for July or 
August. Instead an evening out is planned for 
July 13, with a meal at Sha Sha.  Meet at the 
church at 5 p.m. to carpool.  Everyone is in-
vited. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:40. 
Sandy Harju, Secretary 
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                                    July Birthdays 

7/2 Garret Davis 

 Lyam Pelland 

 Craig Westin  

7/3 Andrew Boelk 

7/4 Harley Droba 

 Carson Luettjohann 

7/5 Owen Jensen 

7/7 Harold Schumacher 

7/8 Darci Pelland 

7/9 Steve Blair 

 Cynthia Buller 

 Andrew Eide 

 Donna Erickson 

 Alvin Snare 

7/10 Jeffrey Trask 

7/11 Eileen Johnson 

7/12 Tanya Anderson 

 Mary Jo Fischer 

 Rod Haanen 

 Teresa Waller 

7/13 Jenny Herman 

7/14 John Slatinski V 

7/15  Gerald Arason 

 Mary Lou Pearson 

7/16 Leah Boe 

7/17 Janet Nelson 

 Tyler Plasky 

 Korie Valentine 

 Jean Wood 

7/18 Myles Mason 

 Camryn Rasmussen 

7/19 Gladys Brown 

7/20 Henry Carey 

 Kathryn Hughes 

7/21 Eric Earley 

 Hailey Strand 

7/22 Ryan Skogstad 

 Cynthia Warren 

7/23 Amy Amundsen 

 Aimee Droba 

 Mitchell Kapla 

7/24 Jason Lindquist 

7/25 Lori Awe 

 Shay Mannausau 

7/26 Irving Arnquist 

 Brooklyn Sobkowicz 

 Faye Whitbeck 

7/27 Kathryn Miggins 

 Steve Shermoen 

7/28 Patricia Ettestad 

 Willard Johnson 

 William Lyon 

7/29 Idella Franz 

 Barrett Olson 

7/30 Calissa Treat 
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

