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     Our deepest thanks to the Blake Olson family 
from the Bethany Lutheran Church members, friends 
and neighbors when all again visited the 
"Bethlehem Inn" to celebrate Christmas on the De-
cember 13th evening. 
     Casey and Blake Olson's yard, an avenue of ev-
ergreen trees, and the hip roof barn were aglow with 
many strings of lights and holiday messages. 
     The Olsons prepared and served 74 to-go con-
tainers of a full meal followed by a program, which 
we enjoyed without leaving our vehicles. 
     The Olsons, Sunday School students, and friends 
of the congregation presented the short program 
from up in the hay mow entry for all to enjoy. 
     God's love in the baby Jesus is a gift. Surely this 
program and meal was one way of showing that love 
with those in the community.  (More photos page 6) 
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A few years ago, I stopped making New Year’s resolutions. They never lasted 
very long, despite my best efforts-- it’s just never realistic to expect myself to 
not drink coffee for a year, to give an example. So, instead, I set goals for the 
year, and make progress bars in the back of my planner, so I can mark my pro-
gress throughout the year. It makes it a little bit more like a game, and these 
goals make me pick specific things with measurable outcomes to strive for 
throughout the year. Not that I made all of my goals for 2020-- a global pan-
demic and everything that has come with it changed everything. 
 
Your church council has been meeting every month and doing our best to navi-
gate the pandemic world we find ourselves in. So as the church council looked 
forward to 2021, we decided to make some goals for ourselves and the congre-
gation for this next year. 
 
In 2021, the community of First Lutheran Church will be focusing on: 

1.Promoting the good ministry we are doing, inviting the larger community to 
join us 
2.Working to support and help the community of Koochiching County as the 
effects of the pandemic continue to ripple out 
3.Getting creative! We want to find new and creative ways to stay connected 
with one another while staying safe to prevent the spread of Covid-19. 

 
I hope you will join the church council in thinking of how we can accomplish 
these goals together in 2021. We are the church together, and we work best 
when we all bring what we have to the table. 
 
With the news of approved vaccines and the beginning of distribution, there is 
light at the end of the tunnel, and every person we keep safe from being ex-
posed to Covid-19 now might never get it! We follow and worship a God who 
cares for the well-being and safety of every person, no matter who they are or 
where they live. 2020 was a year like no other, and every sacrifice we made 
(there are not words for how much I miss Sunday mornings with a full sanctu-
ary) has helped care for our neighbors.  
 
Happy New Year! 
Pastor Erin 



 

 

Present:  Pastor Erin Coutts, Brenda Bertilson, Lloyd 
Skogstad, Brad Ettestad, BettyJeanne Henrickson, Nancy 
McBride, Ardel Henrickson 
Absent:  Nancy Johnson, Brenda Sullivan, Ronna MacKay, 
Fred Wilson 
Devotional:  “For One Who Holds Power” from To Bless 
The Space Between Us 
Pastor’s Report: 
 *Worship 
   -Drive- in worship twice a month going well – 
good feedback 
   -Christmas Eve drive-in service at 4pm 
 *Pastoral Care 
   -Pastoral visits happening over phone calls 
   -Funeral for Kathy Awe is pending 
 *Education/Formation 
   -Zoom Book Club is reading “Caste” 
   -Confirmation via Zoom 
   -Release time faith formation boxes for Decem-
ber being put together 
 *Other 
   -November 23 – 30 vacation:  November 29th 
service will be prerecorded 
   -Ecumenical midweek Advent service with Faith 
United, Trinity, Littlefork Lutheran, and Zion 
Approve Minutes from:  October 22, 2020 
 “Motion to approve the October 22, 2020 
Minutes” 
  Motion by:  Brenda Bertilson  
 Second by:  Nancy McBride Carried 
Approve Financials from October 2020 
 “Motion to approve the October 31, 2020 finan-
cial report” 
 Motion by:  Ardel Henrickson  
 Second by:  Nancy McBride Carried 
Old Business: 
 *Nominating Committee – not set 

 *2021 Budget Process 
   -will be ready for the December meeting 

*2021 Budget Process 
  - will be ready for the December meeting 
*Pastor/Council Review: Questions 8-10 
  -discussed 
 
 

New Business: 
*Chapters 4 & 5 of "How Your Church Family 
Works" 
  -Will discuss at next meeting 

President Report:  No Report 
Outreach/Service:    
 *Food Drive for the RRCC Food Pantry 
Discipleship:   No Report 
Fellowship:  No Report 
Buildings and Grounds:  
 *Kantor finished electrical work 
 *No news on window 
Finance:  

*Budget will be finished by December for approv-
al at  
December Council meeting and January Annual 
Meeting  

Worship & Music:   
 *Advent – trees instead of candles (outside) 
 *Christmas Eve drive-in service at 4:30 
 *Choir will sing outside 
 *Two songs per Advent Sunday 
Next Meeting Date:  Thursday, December 17, 2020 at 
4:30 
Next Executive Committee Meeting Date:  Wednesday, 
December 15, 2020 
Respectfully submitted by:  Ardel Henrickson 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, November 19, 2020 

 
Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 
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Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in January 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on 

our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook 

page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

 WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose voice is upon the waters, 
whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 
whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant 
grace of God. 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us. 
You are acquainted with all our ways. 
We confess that our hearts are burdened by 
sin— 
our own sins and the broken systems that bind 
us. 
We turn inward, failing to follow 
your outward way of love. 
We distrust those who are not like us. 
We exploit the earth and its resources 
and fail to consider generations to come. 
Forgive us, gracious God, 
for all we have done and left undone. 
Even before the words are on our tongues, 
you know them; 
receive them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
How vast is God’s grace! 
Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 
our sins are washed away 
and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 
Indeed, we are forgiven. 
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 
we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice 
and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS 
SERMON 
  
 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN & DISMISSAL 
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day  
for January Worship Services 

January worship services will be a mix of drive-in and online services. Drive-in 
services are live-streamed on our Facebook page and available afterwards on 
our website. If you would like to help with worship, please contact Pastor Erin. 

 
January 3, 2021: Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: Christ Be Our Light; Be Thou My Vision 

•Readings: Isaiah 60:1-6; Matthew 2:1-12 

•Prayer of the Day: O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by 
the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know your presence in our lives, and 
bring us at last to the full vision of your glory, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
January 10, 2021: Online Worship 

•Hymns: Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee; Love Divine, All Loves Excelling 

•Readings: Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11 

•Prayer of the Day: Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice 
moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, 
that we may follow after your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
January 17, 2021: Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: Come Thou Fount; Will You Come and Follow Me 

•Readings: 1 Samuel 3:1-10; John 1:43-51 

•Prayer of the Day: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, 
for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, 
love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
January 24, 2021: Online Worship 

•Hymns: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore; I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 

•Readings: Psalm 62:5-12; Mark 1:14-20 

•Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in 
your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
January 31: 2021 Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: Healer of Our Every Ill; The Church of Christ 

•Readings: 1 Corinthians 8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28 

• Prayer of the Day: Compassionate God, you gather the whole universe into 
your radiant presence and continually reveal your Son as our Savior. Bring whole-
ness to all that is broken and speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation 
will see and know your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  
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More pictures from “Bethlehem Inn”, with the Olson family and friends, December 13th. 
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Drive-in Worship 
 
Drive-in communion services are scheduled for January 3, 17, and 31 at 10:30 a.m. Please bring an 
empty plate and a “grapey liquid” for communion, and plan to come a few minutes early so we can 
get everyone situated before the service begins.  
 

Be a part of our online worship services! 

If you enjoy reading, singing, or playing an instrument, consider helping with our online worship  
services. Pastor Erin puts together the service remotely, so contact her about doing a reading, pray-
ers, or some special music. Although we can’t worship together physically, worship is still some-

thing we do together as a community. 

 
Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 
 

Annual Meeting January 31 
 
First Lutheran’s annual meeting is scheduled for January 31 following our drive-in worship service. 
Members will be able to vote from the relative safety of their vehicles. A microphone will be availa-
ble for members to address any issue they feel is pertinent to the business of the meeting. 
 
Thank you 
 
Thank you to everyone for the wonderful gifts, treats and cards this Christmas season. I truly am 
blessed to be a part of this congregation and community. -Aimee  

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  November 30, 2020 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 14,716 16,700 (1,984)   139,339 183,703 (443,64) 

Operating Expense 13,470 16,700 3,231   146,803 183,703 36,900 

Operating Income Less 
Expense 

1,246   1,246   (7,463)  (7,463) 



 

 

Painters Needed!!  We are going to take advantage of the nearly-
empty church to get some much-needed painting done. If you are 
able to volunteer, please contact BettyJeanne at 218-286-5507. 
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Where We Work 
We are a church that believes God is 
calling us into the world — together. 
 
     Seventy million Lutherans do make a dif-
ference! As a member of The Lutheran World 
Federation, the ELCA is one of 142 member 
churches in 79 countries all over the world. 
We are called to walk alongside our Lutheran 
brothers and sisters to grow the church and 
to do God’s work of restoring and reconciling 
communities everywhere. 
     The ELCA has deep, longstanding rela-
tionships with Lutheran churches and other 
partners around the world. We respond to 
our companions and help support the growth 
of their work — new congregations, urban 
and youth outreach, theological education, 
pursuit of justice and peace and leadership 
training just to name a few. As we work to-
gether with our partners and participate in 
God’s work in the world, we all grow in faith 
and benefit — we grow stronger as a global 
church. 

 
The ways in which we live and serve as a 
global church are as diverse as the people, 
communities, churches and countries that we 
work alongside and support. The ELCA is 
hard at work with its partners: 
 
• Building up the church in countries around 

the world. 
• Creating meaningful service opportunities 

for young adults and adults. 
• Supporting the work of over 240 ELCA 

missionaries in more than 40 countries. 
• Nurturing Companion Synod relationships 

with global church partners. 
• Providing scholarships, theological educa-

tion and training for international leaders. 
• Pursuing support for crucial and innovative 

approaches to participating in God’s mis-
sion in the world. 

This is how we go about working together as 
a global church to build up Christ’s church 
throughout the world.  
 
(From the ELCA website) 

   The Buildings and Grounds Committee and First Lutheran Women have been working toward 
remodeling the kitchen area in Memorial Hall.  This room is being used more for funerals, spe-
cial events, fellowship and youth activities.  A needs assessment was done and the following ar-
eas were marked as high needs: storage, counter space, refrigeration, hard surface flooring in the 
kitchen serving area.  The existing storage unit will have new doors and will be moved to the 
north wall and used for storage.  
 
    Total Project Estimate   $24,250  Funds raised as of 12/15     $9585 
 
     This remodeled space will help in the ministry of the church by providing a welcoming at-
mosphere for those who are here for funerals and other activities in our church  
     We are looking forward to beginning work on this long-awaited project. Thank you for your 
generosity in this project. Please call Pastor Erin at 283-2208 or BettyJeanne Henrickson at 218-
286-5507 with your concerns. 

Funds are coming in for planned serving area  

and storage remodel in Memorial Hall   
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Pastor recommendations  

To read: The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer and An-
nie Barrows.  
     This is one of my favorite novels-- it tells a 
story of bravery, courage, and perseverance dur-
ing World War II. A young author becomes fas-
cinated with the story of the residents of Guern-
sey, a small island off the coast of England that 
was under German occupation for most of the 
war.  
     It was made into a movie by Netflix a few 
years ago, but I much prefer the book.  

Just a Reminder!! 
Your offering envelopes 

are available now  
for the church year!  
Pick yours up today! 

Confirmation will resume on Zoom 
this month.  Please check your cal-
endars for more information. 
 
Release Time will begin again and 
continue until Easter! 
Remember to pick up your packets 
at the church. 

 

  Happy Blessed New Year!! 

To watch: Ocean’s 11.  
     I’ve made it something of a tradition to 
watch movies on New Year’s Eve that take 
place on that night.  
     The original Ocean’s 11 (from 1960) with 
the Rat Pack is one of those movies. The ending 
of the film makes me howl with laughter. While 
there aren’t many religious undertones in this 
film, it’s fun, and we could all use a little bit of 
fun right now.  



 

 

Did you know... If you are a Thrivent  
member, you can contribute to First  
Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log  
into your Thrivent account online, call  
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your  
personal Thrivent representative for more 
information.  
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 

 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson  

To those who helped with  
worship in December:  Sue 
Hewitt; First Lutheran Choir;  
Nancy McBride, Linda Torseth, 
Cynthia Warren, and Shelley 
Trappe for reading; Lloyd 
Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, and 
Henry Carey for help with drive-in 
worship. Lloyd Skogstad, Henry 
Carey, Mya Gilbertson, and Ben 
Glowack for help with the Advent 
trees. Thank you all! 
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                                    January Birthdays 

1/1  Brooks Besch 
 Nina Cole-Smith 
 Harvey Steinbach 
1/3 Rick Anderson 
1/5 Edward Bernath 
 Dale Roketa 
1/6 Eric Christenson 
1/7 William Bright 
 Audrey Forrest 
 Marc Glowack 
 Merritt Meyer 
 Kailey Shipley 
1/8 Larry Mannausau 
1/9 Dave Amundsen 
 Alexander Sobkowicz 
1/10 Dorothy Carey 
 Alissa Jensen  
1/13 Garret Froemke 
1/14 Emerson Mannausau 
 Nancy McBride 
1/17 Diane McCarthy 
 Joyce Rasmussen 
1/18 Steven Landmark 
 Sharleen Mitchell 

1/20 Sharon Hedlund 
1/21 Dylan Streiff 
1/22 Shawn Shofner 
1/23 Keith Boelk 
1/24 Kelly Blair 
1/25 Dean Boerger 
 Laurie Lindberg 
 Shailynn Shipley 
1/26 Max Marcotte 
1/27 Mary Ojala 
 Daryl Waller 
1/28 Julie Schumacher 
1/29 Lars Lindquist 
1/31 Sydney Anderson 

Shopping at Amazon can help First Lutheran Church 
       

     AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
     When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are 
prompted to select a charitable organization from 
over one million eligible organizations.  First Luther-
an is now on that list. 
    For eligible purchases at Amazon Smile, the Ama-
zon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the pur-
chase price to the customer’s selected charitable or-
ganization.  
     Several parishioners have taken advantage of this 
donation possibility and the monies are mounting!  
Sign up today! 
     Happy shopping!   

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/amazonsmile
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

