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     First Lutheran has elected 
new council members. Steve 
Lindberg will be the president, 
Kathi Henrickson will be vice-
president, and Huntz Wagner is 
our new chair of the fellowship 
committee.  These positions are 
for two-year terms with a limit 
of two terms.  
     Although we have filled 
these positions,  the  disciple-
ship chair remains open. 
     The Discipleship Chair 
works with the pastor to coordi-
nate Christian education includ-
ing Release Time, Vacation Bi-
ble School, and Adult Educa-
tion programming. 
     If you or anyone you know 

is interested in serving on the 
Church Council, please contact 
Pastor Erin. 
     The church council generally 
meets once a month in Memori-
al Hall, practicing COVID safe-
ty protocols wearing masks and 
social distancing. 
     Also if you are interested in 
serving on any of the council 
committees, contact Pastor 
Erin. 
     These committees include: 
service and outreach, disciple-
ship, fellowship, buildings and 
grounds, finance, and  worship 
and music. 

Ash Wednesday is  
February 17th. 

Discipleship Council  
position still available 



 

 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
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     The days seem to go more quickly and more slowly at the same time these 
days. But the calendar keeps its slow and steady pace, even if most days we're 
not entirely sure what the date is.  
     As Christians, we keep two calendars-- the normal calendar of days, weeks, 
and months, around which revolve work and school, vacations and sports' prac-
tices. The other is the liturgical calendar, which tells us when we celebrate 
Christian holidays and what season of the church year we are in. It's an odd 
calendar-- the "new year" begins in late November or early December, and the 
number of weeks between holidays can vary wildly. 
     On February 17th, we enter the season of Lent by celebrating Ash Wednes-
day. The banners and paraments will be purple, a color of both royalty and re-
pentance. Lent is a time of self-examination and preparation for the great joy 
of Easter, of celebrating Jesus' resurrection and victory over the forces of sin 
and death. Our midweek services will be available online in collaboration with 
other churches in the area. 
     The season of Lent is an invitation to slow down and notice the things we 
take for granted. Lent is 40 days long, echoing the 40 days Jesus spent in the 
desert after his baptism, being tempted and remembering his identity.  
     As Lutherans, we believe that our identity is both saint and sinner at the 
same time. We recognize that each and every one of us has been made in 
God's image, and that we often intentionally and unintentionally fall short of 
our best selves. Lent invites us to take a look at ourselves, to see both the 
beautiful and the broken parts of ourselves and recognize that God's love is al-
ways present for us.  
 
Peace, 
Pastor Erin 



 

 

Present:  Pastor Erin Coutts, Fred Wilson, Brenda Bertilson, Lloyd 
Skogstad, Nancy Johnson, Nancy McBride, Ronna MacKay, Ardel 
Henrickson 
Absent:  BettyJeanne Henrickson 
 
Opening Devotional:  “At the End of the Year” from To Bless the 
Space Between Us 
 
Pastors Report 
*Worship 
-Bethany starting drive-in worship this Sunday  (same schedule as 
First) 
 -Longest Night Service – Monday at 7pm 
 -Midweek Advent Services went well- possibly doing something 
for midweek Lenten services 
-Christmas Eve:  drive-in service at 4pm 
-December 27th service provided by the synod 
*Pastoral Care 
-visits happening over phone calls 
*Education/Formation 
-Zoom Book Group: reading “Caste” 
-Confirmation via Zoom:  final fall session yesterday 
-Release time faith formation boxes will go out January through 
March 
*Other 
-Time off for 2020 
-Continuing Ed days 9/10 used 
-Vacation days:  16/20 used 
-Funeral leave:  3 days 
 
Approve Minutes from:  November 19, 2020 
“Motion to approve November 19, 2020 minutes with change of 
time for Christmas Eve services to 4:00 not 4:30” 
 Motion by Brad Ettestad     
Second by:  Nancy Johnson 

       
Carried 

Finance: 
Approve Financials from November 2020 
“Motion to approve financials from November 2020” 
Motion by:  Brenda Bertilson    
Second by:  Nancy Johnson 
        
             Carried 
*Talked about adding a “Donate Now” button to website 
”Motion to move money donated through Thrivent to the En-
dowment Fund” 
Motion by:  Brad Ettestad    
Second by:  Ronna MacKay 
        
            Carried 
”Motion to move Memorial funds of $2,735 to Memorial Hall 
remodel project” 
Motion by:  Ardel Henrickson    
Second by:  Lloyd Skogstad 
            
           Carried 
  
Old Business: 
*Nominating Committee – still looking for members 
*2021 Budget 
-Will be approved at Annual Meeting 
*2021 Goals for the Congregation 
 -Need specific goals and timelines 
 
 
-Keeping people aware of drive-in services 
-Outreach to community 
*Annual Meeting 

-Pass budget and vote on new council members 
 -Reports for Annual Meeting need to be in by January 11th 
“Motion to set Annual Meeting for January 31, 2021 during 
drive-in service” 
Motion by:  Nancy McBride   
Second by:  Brad Ettestad     

Carried 
  
New Business: 
“Motion to approve the 2021 budget” 
  
Motion by:  Lloyd Skogstad   
Second by:  Nancy Johnson 
        
          Carried 
“Motion to present the 2021 budget at the Annual Meeting” 
Motion by:  Lloyd Skogstad    
Second by:  Nancy Johnson 
        
        Carried 
*2021 budget will be presented to the congregation for approval 
at the Annual Meeting 
*"How Your Church Family Works" will resume reading after the 
first of the year 

       
President Report:   
 *Still looking for new council members 
 
Outreach/Service:    
 *Cards have been mailed to shut-ins 
 
Discipleship:       
*Packets are ready for kids 
*Two new members are joining the Discipleship Committee 
 
Fellowship:  No Report 
 
Buildings and Grounds:  
*Interior painting – volunteer project 
*Can’t get hold of Top Roofing.  Steve will talk to Harder about 
shingles 
*Railings still need to be installed.  Will look into options 
                     
Worship & Music:   
*Choir has been singing 
*Trees in front of church 
*Promoting Christmas Ever service on radio station. Ad will run 
30 times.  Nancy McBride has offered to pay for the ads 

 
Next Executive Meeting:  January 19, 2021 at 4:30 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, December 17, 2020 

 Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 
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Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in February 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on 

our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook 

page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws 
us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return 
to the one who is full of compassion. 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be 
free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world 
you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are forgiven, and God remem-
bers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS & SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 
Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN & DISMISSAL 
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day  
for February Worship Services 

February worship services will be a mix of drive-in and online services. Drive-in 
services are live-streamed on our Facebook page and available afterwards on 
our website. If you would like to help with worship, please contact Pastor Erin. 

 

 
February 7: Online Worship,  
           led by clergy from the Laurentian Conference 
 
February 14, Feast of the Transfiguration:  
           Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: “Gather Us In”; “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 

•Readings: 2 Kings 2:1-12; Mark 9:2-9 

•Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth 
shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved 
Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Jesus Christ, our Sav-
ior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
Ash Wednesday: February 17: Online Worship Service 
*Ashes are available to be picked up from the church and will also be distribut-
ed during the drive in worship on February 14th.* 
 
February 21: Online Worship Service 

•Hymns: “God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind”; “Lord of all Hopefulness” 

•Readings: Psalm 25:1-10; Mark 1:9-15 

•Prayer of the Day: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood 
you saved the chosen, and in the wilderness of temptation you protected 
your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of baptism. May your holy angels be 
with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over us, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spir-
it, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
February 28th: Drive in Worship with Communion 

•Hymns: “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”; “This is My Father’s World” 

•Readings: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Mark 8:31-38 
Prayer of the Day: O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made 
an instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us 
so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and loss 
for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  



 

 

6                                                                                                       The VOICE                                                                              February 2021              



 

 

February 2021                                                                                The VOICE                                                                                                      7           

 

Ash Wednesday is February 17 
 
Ashes to use during our Ash Wednesday can be picked up at the church office before Ash Wednes-
day and will be distributed at our drive in service on February 14th.  

 
New Church Council needs 
 
The new church council is in need of someone to head the Discipleship Committee and serve on the 
church council.  If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Pastor Erin. 

 
Drive-in Worship 
 
Drive-in communion services are scheduled for February 14th and 28th at 10:30 a.m. Please bring an 
empty plate and a “grapey liquid” for communion, and plan to come a few minutes early so we can 
get everyone situated before the service begins.  
 

Be a part of our online worship services! 

If you enjoy reading, singing, or playing an instrument, consider helping with our online worship  
services. Pastor Erin puts together the service remotely, so contact her about doing a reading, pray-
ers, or some special music. Although we can’t worship together physically, worship is still some-

thing we do together as a community. 

 
Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 
 

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  December 31, 2020 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 13,958 16,700 (2,742)   153,297 200,403 (47.106) 

Operating Expense 14,495 16,700 2,205   161,298 200,403 39,105 

Operating Income Less 
Expense 

(537)   (537)   (8,001)  (8,001) 
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   The Buildings and Grounds Committee and First Lutheran Women have been working toward 
remodeling the kitchen area in Memorial Hall.  This room is being used more for funerals, spe-
cial events, fellowship and youth activities.  A needs assessment was done and the following ar-
eas were marked as high needs: storage, counter space, refrigeration, hard surface flooring in the 
kitchen serving area.  The existing storage unit will have new doors and will be moved to the 
north wall and used for storage.  
 
    Total Project Estimate   $24,250  Funds raised as of 1/15/21     $10,400 
 
     This remodeled space will help in the ministry of the church by providing a welcoming at-
mosphere for those who are here for funerals and other activities in our church  
     We are looking forward to beginning work on this long-awaited project. Thank you for your 
generosity in this project. Please call Pastor Erin at 283-2208 or BettyJeanne Henrickson at 218-
286-5507 with your concerns. 

Funds are coming in for planned serving area  

and storage remodel in Memorial Hall   

New forms of hope developing 
 

     In these changing times, many are looking for hope and answers to some 
of the problems facing the world and our nation in particular.  It seems that 
things are getting worse, but in this book by Joseph Barndt, he points out that 
the change and turmoil is a sign of progress. 
     According to Barndt, “the failure of programs of multicultural diversity 
and inclusiveness is increasingly obvious, while public protest and new 
forms of organizing against racism are developing in ways that are irrepressi-
bly strong and powerful. For some, the renewed turmoil is a depressing sign 
of defeat. For others—and I count myself among them—it is a wonderful op-
portunity, a new sign of hope and promise.   
   This new book, Understanding and Dismantling Racism, tries to present 
new learnings about systemic racism from the past fifteen years and to de-
scribe exciting new organizing opportunities to transform structures of sys-
temic racism. In this book, I attempt to portray how changes in recent years 
have brought about both progress and regression in the struggle to end rac-
ism, and I will share my own growth in understanding how racism can ulti-
mately be dismantled.” 
     This book is available from Augsburg Fortress, as well as Amazon. 
 

Hope is being able to see that there is light  

despite all of the darkness.  

                                      —Desmond Tutu   
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Pastor recommendations  

To read:  
 The Cost of Discipleship  
  by Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  
       
     Bonhoeffer was a Lutheran pastor who spoke out 
against the Nazi regime in Germany in the 1930s. He 
was a part of the secret seminary that was set up without 
government approval during World War II.   

     Bonhoeffer even-
tually was murdered 
in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp weeks be-
fore liberation. In The 
Cost of Discipleship, 
Bonhoeffer uses the 
Sermon on the Mount 
to organize his 
thoughts about what 
discipleship is and 
what it means for our 
lives.  
     First published in 
1937, this book is or-
ganized into four 
parts and is available 
from many sources, 
including in an audio 
format. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To listen:  
 “The Hill We Climb” by Amanda Gorman.  
     Gorman read her new poem at the presidential inau-
guration, and you can listen online by googling her 
name and the name of the poem.  
     The youngest poet to present at an inauguration cere-
mony, her beautiful poetry acknowledges the past and 
paints the possibility of a brighter future.  
     Influenced by the musical “Hamilton”, Gorman 
credits the musical with some of her inspiration and al-
so with helping her to overcome a speech impediment.  
     A book of Gorman’s poetry, including this poem, is 
available for pre-order on Amazon. Publication is slated 
for September.  



 

 

Did you know... If you are a Thrivent  
member, you can contribute to First  
Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice 
Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log  
into your Thrivent account online, call  
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your  
personal Thrivent representative for more 
information.  
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 

 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson  

To those who helped with  
worship in January:  Sue Hewitt; 
First Lutheran Choir; Jack Bartlett, 
Carol Bass, Nancy McBride, and 
Pat Ettestad for reading; Bet-
tyjean Henrickson, Lloyd 
Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, and 
Henry Carey for help with drive-in 
worship. Thank you all! 
 

Thank you to our snow-removal 
team — Aaron Johnson and Rick 
Rousseau. You are terrific! 
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                                    February Birthdays 

2/3  Kaitlyn Droba 
 Trevor Plasky 
2/5 Gage Bergstrom 
 Madilyn Lorenson 
 Linda Pelland 
2/8 Duayne Johnson 
 Parker Rousseau 
2/9 Don Hale 
 Erika Rautio 
 Breana Shofner 
2/10 Stella Sandager 
 Olivia Trask 
2/11 David Mannausau 
2/12 Michele McDonald 
2/13 Tyler Fentem 
 Regan Hanson 
 Emmitt Olson 
 GeorgieAnne Slatinski 
2/14 Hailey Fentem 
 Garrett MacKay 
2/15 Rachel Amdahl 
 Howard Bixby 
2/16 Barb Owen-Boerger 
 

2/17 Ashley Germain 
 Pat Nash 
2/18 Kim Rasmussen 
2/19 Simon Palm 
2/21 Evan Holenko 
2/22 Jeraldine Streiff 
2/23 Alyce Mannausau 
2/24 Floyd Christianson 
 Mary Jane Haanen 
2/25 Melissa Marcotte 
2/26 Brady Hasbargen 
 Eldon Voigt 
2/27 Allison Bergstrom 
 Bette Simon 
2/28 Jaxon Germain 

  
 
 
  

Shopping at Amazon can help First Lutheran Church 
       

     AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for 
you to support your favorite charitable organization 
every time you shop, at no cost to you. 
     When first visiting AmazonSmile, customers are 
prompted to select a charitable organization from 
over one million eligible organizations.  First Luther-
an is now on that list. 
    For eligible purchases at Amazon Smile, the Ama-
zon Smile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the pur-
chase price to the customer’s selected charitable or-
ganization.  
     Several parishioners have taken advantage of this 
donation possibility and the monies are mounting!  
Sign up today! 
     Happy shopping!   

Happy 

Birthday!! 

https://www.crunchbase.com/organization/amazonsmile


NON-PROFIT ORG. 
US POSTAGE 

PAID 
INTL FALLS, MN 
PERMIT NO. 52 

        (CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED)                                                                                       

FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA 
123 Wayside Lane 
International Falls, MN 56649               
 
 
 

February 2021 

NEWSLETTER        

 

 
 

 
 

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

