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Mixing it up for Advent 2020

Five trees, provided by Henry Carey, adorn the exterior of the
church in lieu of an Advent wreath. Each tree will be lit as they
would be for each Sunday in Advent, and the Christ candle will be
lit on Christmas Eve. Please join us for the 4:30 drive-in service.

Pastor recommends…
Page 9

Midweek ecumenical
Advent services.
See page 6.

Mya Gilbertson and Ben Glowack helped put the lights
on the five “Advent wreath” trees. (More on page 6)
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From the Pastor’s Desk
November 29 was the first Sunday in Advent, the short little church season leading up
to Christmas. It's only four weeks long, this season of waiting and anticipation. But in
some sense we've been in a season of Advent since March, haven't we? A season of
hope and waiting, a season of uncertainty. The word "Advent" means "to come near."
In this season, we remember Mary waiting throughout her pregnancy for Jesus to arrive, for the world waiting for a savior to come, and we recognize that we are still
waiting-- waiting for Jesus to come again, as Jesus promised to do. We have already
waited and we are still waiting; caught in the in-between time.
It's uncomfortable and stressful for all of us. So we do what we always do-- we look
back to our ancestors in the faith for hope and strength for the days ahead. I've been
thinking about Ruth lately, and not just because I have an olive wood carving of her in
my office that I bought when I went to Israel and Palestine. Ruth was a Moabite woman, a foreigner that the Israelites were told to despise. But Ruth wouldn't abandon her
mother-in-law Naomi after they lost everyone else in their family. Ruth stuck by Naomi's side, traveling with her back to Bethlehem, caring for her needs, working hard
in the fields all day to provide enough food for them. The promise that Ruth made to
Naomi is so beautiful and touching that it is often one of the scripture readings at
weddings: "Where you go, I will go; where you stay, I will stay; your people shall be
my people, and your God my God."
Ruth refused to give up, no matter how hopeless the situation may seem. They had
few resources and no one to turn to, but Ruth persevered. Ruth was faithful to the
vulnerable widow she tied herself to. And in time, Ruth found family and resources for
herself and Naomi by marrying Boaz. Ruth became the great-great grandmother of
King David; she was an ancestor of Jesus. In fact, in the genealogy of Jesus that Matthew writes, Ruth is one of only five women that are mentioned. She is one of only
two women in scripture whose name is also the name of the book that tells her story.

Ruth did not know what her life would be like when she promised to stay with her
grief-stricken mother-in-law. But she stayed the course. Ruth let herself be guided by
love and care for someone who had extremely limited options open to her. So as we
wait, for Christmas, for Covid case numbers to trend downward, for a vaccine to be
readily available, the Holy Spirit nudges us to do what Ruth did. To step into that uncertainty, guided by love and concern for the neighbor. So may we also step into the
next season, uncertain of what it may bring, but guided by hope and love.
Peace,
Pastor Erin
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
October 22, 2020
Present: Lloyd Skogstad, Nancy Johnson, Brenda Bertilson, Pastor Erin Coutts, Fred Wilson, BettyJeanne Henrickson,
Nancy McBride, Ardel Henrickson
Absent: Ronna MacKay, Brenda Sullivan
Opening Prayer: “For the Interim Time,” from To Bless the Space Between Us

Pastor’s Report
*Worship
Drive in Worship October 25th: Confirmation service
Cases continuing to rise in county-- can’t be inside according to guidelines
ideas welcome for creative ways to be together while being physically distant, especially as winter is coming
*Pastoral Care
Pastoral visits happening over phone calls and a few in person visits
One funeral: Jim Palm graveside
*Education/Formation
Zoom Book Group: reading “Caste”
Confirmation via Zoom
Release Time faith formation boxes for Nov. being put together
*Other
November 9-10 (Mon-Tues)-- continuing ed days
Tentative vacation November 23-29, but we’ll see
*Motion to approve minutes from: September 24, 2020”
Motion by: Nancy McBride
Second by: Nancy Johnson
Old Business:
*Treasurer Position
Betty talked to Brad Ettestad and he has agreed to complete Brenda Sullivan’s term as Treasurer
*Nominated Brad to complete Brenda’s term
“Motion to appoint Brad Ettestad to finish the last year of
Brenda Sullivan’s term as Treasurer”
Pastor: Erin Coutts
Motion by: BettyJeanne Henrickson
(218)506-8072
Second by: Lloyd Skogstad
*Nominating Committee
Office Administrator:
-Fred and BettyJeanne will be on the nominating committee
Aimee Droba
-Nancy will put something in the Voice to ask others to
Office Hours:
volunteer to be on committee
Monday—Friday
New Business:
9 a.m. to noon
*2021 Budget Process
218-283-2208
-BettyJeanne will get budget forms to committee chairs
th
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
-Forms need to back to Brenda by November 6
-Budget will be approved by council at December meeting
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
-Approve budget by congregation at the Annual Meeting
Music Ministers:
*Pastor/Council Review
FLC Choir Director:
-Pastor Erin completed her self- evaluation
Nancy McBride
-Council began the Pastor’s evaluation
FLC Organist: Elaine Beach
*Chapters 4 & 5 of "How Your Church Family Works" will be
FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt
discussed at next meeting
Council minutes continued on page 11
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Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in December
You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on
our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook
page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
Amen.
Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Loving and forgiving God,
we confess that we are held captive by
sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have
gone astray. We have not welcomed the
stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ.
Amen.
People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of
God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
READINGS
SERMON
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends with:
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN
DISMISSAL
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Hymns, Bible Readings, & Prayers of the Day
for December Worship
Worship on December 6th, 20th, and Christmas Eve, at 4 p.m., will be drive-in
services. Drive-in services are live-streamed on our Facebook page, with the
recorded service available online afterward. The other weeks will be Service
of the Word online. If you would like to participate in the service,
please contact Pastor Erin.
December 6, 2020: Drive in Worship with Communion
•Hymns: Crashing Waters at Creation, Baptized and Set Free
•Readings: Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8
•Prayer of the Day: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only
Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with purified lives; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
December 13, 2020: Online Worship
•Hymns: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy; Be Thou My Vision
•Readings: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
•Prayer of the Day: Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open
our ears to the words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

December 20, 2020: Drive in Worship with Communion
•Hymns: O Come, O Come Emmanuel; My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness
•Readings: Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38, 46-55
•Prayer of the Day: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that
willingly we may bear your redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
December 24, 2020: Christmas Eve Drive in Worship with Communion
•Hymns: The First Noel; What Child is This; Silent Night
•Readings: Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-20
•Prayer of the Day: Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the
brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of
Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.
December 27, 2020: Online Worship
led by the synod staff of the Northeastern Minnesota Synod!

6

The VOICE

December 2020

Getting the trees ready for Advent
Henry Carey carefully selects five trees
for our exterior Advent “wreath”.

The Salvation Army
Angel Tree is back this
year! Call or stop by the
church office to pick up
a tag and help make
Christmas a little more
merry and bright for
children in our community this year.
You can drop off
your unwrapped gifts at
the Salvation Army for
them to distribute.
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Drive-in Worship
Join us for a drive-in communion service at 10:30a.m. on December 6th and 20th.
We will also be celebrating Christmas Eve together with a drive-in worship service on Thursday,
December 24th at 4 p.m. In a year like no other, we will gather to worship and hear the story of God
coming among us that is so comforting and familiar. Please bring an empty plate and a grapey liquid
for communion, and plan to come a few minutes early so we can get everyone situated before the
service begins.

Be a part of our online worship services!
If you enjoy reading, singing, or playing an instrument, consider helping with our online worship
services. Pastor Erin puts together the service remotely, so contact her about doing a reading, prayers, or some special music. Although we can’t worship together physically, worship is still something we do together as a community.

An ecumenical service offered on Wednesdays during Advent
Join us at 7pm on Wednesdays in Advent for a special ecumenical worship service! We will be partnering with Zion Lutheran, Holy Trinity, Littlefork Lutheran, and Faith United for a quiet, contemplative service as we wait with anticipation for the Christmas season. You can watch on KCC-TV or
on Facebook!

Community Café
If you are in need of Community Cafe meals, call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window.

General Fund Financial Information
As of October 31, 2020
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!
Current
Month
Actual

Current
Month
Budget

Variance

Operating Income

8121

16,700

(8,579)

124,623

167,003

(42,379)

Operating Expense

14,835

16,700

1,865

133,333

167,003

33,670

Operating Income Less
Expense

(6,714)

(6,714)

(8,710)

Year To Date Year To Date
Actual
Budget

Variance

(8,710)
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Help your personal donations go farther this year
The Northland Thrivent Member Network, in
partnership with InFaith Community Foundation,
enables you to make your online personal donations go farther this year with two amazing opportunities. Give back this holiday season with
the Filler Up Challenge and Giving Tuesday.
Filler Up Challenge - Help us fill our regional food banks that distribute to your local food
shelves. Join us with your donation and get your
gift multiplied. Together we can make a huge difference in our community.
Thrivent will amplify your impact. For every
$2 donation, Thrivent will match $1 up to
$10,000 or until December 15th, whichever
comes first. Plus, Thrivent will pay all online processing fees, so 100% of your gift will go right to
the cause. Choose from three of our regional food
banks: Great Plains Food Bank, North Country
Food Bank, or Second Harvest Northern Lakes
Food Bank.
Thrivent will donate up to a total of $10,000 in
funding for personal donations through this campaign. All donations in support of this fundraiser

will be made through InFaith Community Foundation. Thrivent will pay the online processing
fees for personal donations made through InFaith
Community Foundation up to $100,000 per calendar year.
Giving Tuesday - Giving Tuesday is an opportunity to make our communities stronger one
act of giving at a time. Please join us in supporting Best Christmas Ever, a Minnesota based nonprofit who serves families across the United
States and Canada who have fallen upon tough
times, through no fault of their own.
Giving Tuesday is on December 1st and on
that day only, Thrivent will amplify your impact!
For every $2 donated on Thrivent's giving platform, Thrivent will match $1.
Giving Tuesday: Donations made online
through Thrivent’s giving platform on Giving
Tuesday, Dec. 1, 2020, will be matched up to
$20,000 per Thrivent Member Network.
These are amazing opportunities to make a
difference. For more information, go online to
Thrivent at
NorthlandTMN@thrivent.com.

Funds are coming in for planned serving area
and storage remodel in Memorial Hall
The Buildings and Grounds Committee and First Lutheran Women have been working toward remodeling the kitchen area in Memorial Hall. This room is being used more for funerals, special events, fellowship and youth activities. A needs assessment was done and the
following areas were marked as high needs: storage, counter space, refrigeration, hard surface flooring in the kitchen serving area. The existing storage unit will have new doors and
will be moved to the north wall and used for storage.
Total Project Estimate

$24,250

This remodeled space will help in the ministry of the church by providing a welcoming
atmosphere for those who are here for funerals and other activities in our church
We are looking forward to beginning work on this long-awaited project. Thank you for
your generosity in this project. Please call Pastor Erin at 283-2208 or BettyJeanne Henrickson at 218-286-5507 with your concerns.
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Pastor recommendations
To read: Born a Crime: Stories from a South
African Childhood by Trevor Noah.
Best known for taking over the late night
Daily Show from Jon Stewart, Trevor Noah has
led a fascinating and heart-breaking life.
Born in South Africa during apartheid to a
Black mother and white father, his very existence was proof of an illegal inter-racial relationship.
With sly humor and candidness, Trevor tells
stories from his life that will leave you thinking
about them for days afterwards.

To listen: “Advent with Sacred Ordinary
Days” playlist on Spotify. A wonderful mix of
traditional hymns and contemporary Christian
music, this playlist is a staple for me in the
month of December. Just open up Spotify,
search for the playlist title, and enjoy!

Just a Reminder!!

Your offering envelopes
are available now for the
next church year!
Pick yours up today!

Release packets to pick up
Until it is safe for us to meet in person,
face-to-face, we must continue to work together but on our own, so Pastor Erin has
packets for students involved in Religious Release time ready for pick-up.
You can find the packets near the door to
the office at the church. Please pick yours up
today. If you don’t find one for you, please
call the office at 283-2208.
Have a safe and healthy holiday season!
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To those who helped with
worship in November: Sue
Hewitt; First Lutheran Choir; Mary
Perala, Kris Jackson, Nancy
McBride, Cynthia Warren, and
Brenda Bertilson for reading; BettyJeanne Henrickson, Lloyd
Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, and
Henry Carey for help with drive-in
worship. Lloyd Skogstad, Henry
Carey, Mya Gilbertson, and Ben
Glowack for help with the Advent
trees. Thank you all!

Prayer Chain
First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when
they can be removed.

****************************

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.
Good Samaritan: Denise Snare Romonowicz
Littlefork Nursing Home: Marlene Erickson

Did you know... If you are a Thrivent
member, you can contribute to First
Lutheran Church through Thrivent Choice
Dollars and Thrivent Actions Teams. Log
into your Thrivent account online, call
1-800-847-4836 or speak with your
personal Thrivent representative for more
information.
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December Birthdays
12/1
12/2

12/3
12/4

12/6

12/8
12/9

12/10
12/11
12/12
12/13
12/15
12/16

Steve Early
Amy Milender
Jackie Christianson
Caren Panchot
Nicole Shipley
Janice Hale
Alex Larson
Matthew Burri
Essa Eide
Hailey Sobkowicz
Tyler Friesen
Ava Gilbertson
Brenda Sullivan
Courtney Mannausau
Barbara Bergh
Jessica Kennedy
Maggie Roeder
Rick Kennedy
Ava Grover
Dorothy Olson
Cory Eide
Margaret Roeder
Nicholas Schultz
Brenda Luettjohann
Dennis Martin

12/17 Jasmine Gillespie
Brandon Shofner
12/18 Richard Bergh
12/19 Kyla Streiff
12/20 Bradley Reiners
12/21 Kimberley McDonald
12/22 Tayler Hebner
Donna Olsen
Wendy Reiners
12/23 Eric Boe
Jackson Schulz
12/24 Marcia Arnquist
Randee Roketa
12/25 Nicholas Bernath
Cindy Gilbertson
12/26 Anna Cowman
12/27 Logan Amundsen
12/28 Sandra Harju
Jake Klow
12/29 Bonnie Curran
Aaron Davis
Alan Sullivan
12/30 Anna Earley
12/31 Jay Schulz

Council Minutes continued from page 3
President Report:
Buildings and Grounds:
*Fred talked to Casey Olson about the contract with
*Still trying to get information on roof
Bethany.
*Nancy Johnson will talk to Aaron about shoveling
The contract will stay the same with the $500 adthis winter
justment in payment
*Rick Rousseau will snow plow this winter
“Motion to approve the contract with Bethany with the Finance:
$500 adjustment”
“Motion to approve the Sept. 30, 2020 financial report”
Motion by: Lloyd Skogstad
Motion by: Nancy Johnson
Second by: Brenda Bertilson
Second by: Nancy McBride
Outreach/Service:
*November food/cash drive for the Food Pantry at
Rainy River

Worship & Music:
*Meeting Monday to talk about Advent and Christmas

Discipleship: No Report

Next Meeting Date: November 19, 2020 at 4:30

Fellowship: No Report

Respectfully submitted by: Ardel Henrickson
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(CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED)

First Lutheran Church, ELCA
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here!

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement

Sharing God’s Grace
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement
First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.

+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.

+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and
the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon
Office: 218-283-2208

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.

