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(CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED)

First Lutheran Church, ELCA
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here!

First Lutheran’s Mission Statement

Sharing God’s Grace
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement
First Lutheran Church will be a congregation
that shares God’s grace by:

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the
celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.

+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28
-- to grow.

+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and
the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE
Available on our website
Sundays at 10:30 a.m.

Check out our Website!
www.firstlutheranifalls.org

OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon
Office: 218-283-2208

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.
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A Congregation of the
Northeastern
Minnesota Synod, ELCA

Pastor Erin accepts a call in Wisconsin

Try a new book!
Recommendations p. 9

Jake Froemke gets a
fist bump on an early
win. See more p. 5

With mixed emotions, First Lutheran bids farewell to Pastor Erin
Coutts who has accepted a call in Wisconsin. She will be serving a
larger congregation as the associate minister, and she will be much
closer to family.
While we are sorry to see her go, we know she will be a blessing
to many with her myriad gifts in this new position.
Sunday, July 11th, was her final service as our pastor.
See more pictures on page 6.
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From the Bishop’s Desk
Throughout history, the church’s weekly rhythm has been one of gathering and scattering.
We gather on the Lord’s Day to celebrate our risen Lord, and we are scattered throughout
the week carrying the gospel to our workplaces and neighborhoods. We regather the following Lord’s Day and continue this rhythm of life.

This rhythm of gathering and scattering serves as a parable. As we are scattered during
the week, we are reminded that we are in exile. As we are regathered, we are reminded
of the future day when all the saints will be gathered to worship the Lord forever.
We’re coming off a prolonged season of being scattered, learning to trust more deeply that
there is nothing that separates us from the love of God (Romans 8), neither social distancing or stay-at-home orders. Now, we rejoice in the rhythm of returning from exile back to
the gathering once again.
As we assemble together as the body of Christ on the Lord’s Day, we encounter Christ in
his Word and in his people. We know the love of Christ through one another as we serve
as his hands and feet. Our gatherings are an incredible gift for us to treasure.

Many of us may still feel the weight of loneliness and the emotions that accompany feelings of isolation. The return to work, school, social functions, and even church may be difficult. Let the brokenness of this world lead us to prayer. May we be faithful to pray for one
another. May we not be distant with our words, but let us use the communication tools we
have to encourage one another.
In today’s age of individualism, far too many professing Christians see the gathering of the
church as an optional activity, and many others are content with “internet church.” Even
for those who are faithful to gather, the weekly blessing of assembling is easily taken for
granted.
May the days we spent in living apart grow in us an abiding thankfulness for our siblings in
Christ. May we learn to truly treasure the physical presence of our church family, our
friends, and with those in the world around us so that we may be filled with even greater
joy – to be a true testament of the love of God in Christ Jesus for all.
Bishop Amy Odgren
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August Birthdays
8/2— Betty Bergstrom
Elisha Boelk
Ryan Julien
8/3— Maureen Jackson
8/6— Graham Keeney
Lynda Tilander
Bryanna Wichner
8/9— Brady Strand
8/10—Paul Golnick
Havyn Pelland
Jackson Reinars
8/12—Adrion Mannausau
Teri Zub
8/14—John Cowman
Nathan Lynch
Ronna MacKay
8/15—Brenda Dault
8/16—Craig Bernath
Kendra Kalstad
Michael Pelland
Kya Scholler
8/17—Greg Harris

Kaeden Rostie
8/18—Knute Boerger
Anthony Cole
8/20—Marissa Meyer
8/21—Reid Hanson
Lauren Rautio
Christopher Scofield
John Slatinski
8/22—George Boe
Declan Clark
8/23—Rachel Hasbargen-Glowack
8/25—Carter Jensen
Tammy Lyon
8/26—Kaitlyn Kalstad
8/27—Thomas Arason
8/28—Stacy Harris
Robert Roeder
8/29—Cassie Thompson
Michelle Trappe
8/30—Tanya Kennedy
Donald Olson
8/31—Timothy MacKay

The ladies enjoyed a night out in
lieu of a meeting. “And a good
time was had by all!”
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Thank you to our readers and ushers and coffee servers: Linda Torseth, Huntz Wagner, BettyJeanne Henrickson, Jim and Maureen Jackson, Nancy and
Dwayne Johnson, Brenda Bertilson, Carol Bass, Mike
Carey, and Ardel and Kathi Henrickson.
Thanks to Bettyjeanne and Cullen Rein for landscape
cleanup.
Thank you to the musicians who shared their talents.

Prayer Chain
First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when
they can be removed.

****************************

Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.
Good Samaritan: Denise Snare Romonowicz, and Bunny Katrin
Littlefork Nursing Home: Marlene Erickson and Betty Steinbach

General Fund Financial Information
As of June 30, 2021
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!

Current
Month
Actual

Current
Month
Budget

Variance

Year To Date
Actual

Year To Date
Budget

Variance

Operating Income

10,892

16,362

(5,470)

85,756

98,174

(12,418)

Operating Expense

10,893

16,362

5,470

69,230

98,174

28,944

(0)

16,526

Operating Income Less Expense

(0)

16,526
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, June 24, 2021
Members Present: Pastor Erin Coutts, Lloyd
Skogstad, Brenda Bertilson, Nancy McBride, Brad Ettestad, Huntz Wagner, Kathi Henrickson, Ardel Henrickson
Members Absent: None
Devotional: Ephesians 3: 16 - 21
Pastor’s Report:
*Worship
- July 11 will be my last Sunday and July 15
will be my last day
*Pastoral Care
- 3 funerals; one upcoming committal
- 1 baptism; 3 upcoming
- 1 funeral and 1 baptism will be set with
other pastors in the area
*Education/Formation
- Zion excited about partnering with First for
release time and confirmation
*Other
- Thank you for the last three years. It’s
been good and hard and I’ve learned so much.
“Motion to approve May 20, 2021 minutes”
Motion By: Pastor Erin Coutts
Second By: Nancy McBride
Carried
Motion to approve May, 2021 financials
Motion By: Nancy McBride
Second By: Lloyd Skogstad
Carried
President’s Report:
*Pastor Mark is interested in working with the
youth and meeting with Brenda Tibbets
Service/Outreach Report:
*Continued work on rosters
*Looking for a project for “God’s Work our
Hands”
Discipleship Report: No Report
Fellowship Report:
*Huntz talked about fellowship
Building and Grounds Report:
*Received a quote for sealing the parking lot,
at about $7,100
*Called Ericksons about lawn
*Betty is getting countertops, backsplash and
microwave

*Brad will hook up the sound system
“Motion to have Lloyd look into finalized cost
and timeline for sealing and painting lines in
parking lot”
Motion by: Huntz Wagner
Second by: Brad Ettestad
Finance Report:
*Final forgiveness for last PPP is pending
Worship/Music:
*It was wonderful to hear James Waldrup
play the organ at Sunday’s service
*Jake Erickson will play once a month
Old Business:
*Need to recruit for Vice President position
*Talked about giving options for stewardship
New Business:
*Need to get credit card changed.
*Office Admin. Position
-Aimee is done June 29th
-Talked about office coverage
“Motion to purchase a gift for Aimee”
Motion by: Huntz Wagner
Second by: Brenda Bertilson
Carried
Pastoral Transition:
*Met with Deacon Brenda Tibbets
*Executive Committee will meet with Pastor
Erin on Thursday, July 8th at 3:30 to complete
an exit interview
*Pulpit Supply – need to look at coverage for
services
*Brad suggested council meet weekly to work
on transition. Council agreed to meet Sundays at 7pm.
Next Council Meeting: July 22, 2021 AT 4:30
Submitted by: Ardel Henrickson
Office Hours:
Monday—Friday
10 a.m.-1 p.m.
218-283-2208
www.firstlutheranifalls.org
firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
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Sunday Worship Services in August
You can participate in our Sunday services in person, or any time by going to
“Services” on our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, going to YouTube, or by
watching the livestream on our Facebook page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.
WELCOME
OPENING HYMN

READINGS
MESSAGE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,
the God of manna,
the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.
Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son,
our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and
the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

God, our provider,
help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to
share.
We question your ways when they differ
from the ways
of the world in which we live.
We turn to our own understanding
rather than trusting in you.
We take offense at your teachings and
your ways.
Turn us again to you.
Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life
and feed us for life in the world.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Beloved people of God:
in Jesus, the manna from heaven,
you are fed and nourished.
By Jesus, the worker of miracles,
there is always more than enough.
Through Jesus, the bread of life,
you are shown God’s mercy:
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.
Amen.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

Each petition ends with:

Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
OFFERING PRAYER
WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER
COMMUNION
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
BLESSING
CLOSING HYMN
DISMISSAL
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Reading recommendations

Life Among the Lutherans
Based on Garrison Keillor's Lake Wobegon monologues, Life among the Lutherans is a collection of stories about the struggles of ordinary people in an imperfect world, the life and work of the pastor who leads
them, and the church to whose high standards they aspire in the small town they call home.

The stories in Life among the Lutherans reflect everything Keillor fans have come to expect of this master
storyteller. Some are familiar, including the quintessentially Lutheran 95 Theses from Lake Wobegon Days,
others are new. Laugh out loud about the church directory filled with photos that are just plain awful. Share
the moment when Pastor Ingqvist receives a leatherbound copy of his sermons. Keillor's command of every little detail of life in Lake Wobegon is bound to entertain, surprise, and make readers - even those who
aren't Lutheran - feel right at home in the mythical community where all the women are strong, all the men are good looking, and all the children are above
average.

Did you know... If you are a
Thrivent member, you can contribute
to First Lutheran Church through
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent
Actions Teams.
Log into your Thrivent account online,
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with
your personal Thrivent representative
for more information.

Church Organist Needed

Interested? Please call the
church office at 283-2208
for more information.
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First is a “church in transition”
First Lutheran is now a church “in transition”.
Pastor Erin has moved on to another call in
Wisconsin, and we are also called to continue our
ministry here without her.
This does not mean that we are set adrift. We
have been down this road before.
We have people in the Northeast Minnesota
Synod offices who are working to help us in this
time, and the council is meeting regularly to find
pulpit supply until we can find an interim pastor
to be with us as we enter once again into the call
process.

A few retired pastors from northern Minnesota
have expressed interest in serving as pulpit supply
on an occasional basis, and some have said they
may be interested in a longer commitment. Time
will tell.
Feel free to call the office with any questions.
Someone will be there to answer the phone from
10-1. Or leave a message, and someone will get
back to you.
Thank you for your patience during this time.
Remember this is your church, and together we
can work on our mission, which is “to grow.”

The church needs you and your talents!
Each of us has an important part to play within the body of Christ at First Lutheran Church. Our
church is not complete without its members and friends and the gifts they share. God has a perfect fit for everyone at First. Members and friends of First Lutheran are encouraged to share their
gifts and get connected by volunteering for at least one of the many opportunities listed below.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Read lessons or prayers
Usher or Greet
Communion helper
Music Ministry/Choir/Soloist/Play instrument
Serve on Altar Guild
Nursery staff or helper
Coffee fellowship
Small group ministries
Quilting
Prayer Shawls
First Lutheran Women (Circles, Health Kits,
Bazaars, Funeral Help)
Help with Youth programs
Sunday School
Release Time
Confirmation
Vacation Bible School
Youth group
Help with special events
Assist with music

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Assist with art projects
Teach adult Bible study
Lead book discussion
Community Café
Ruby’s Pantry
Food Shelf
Funerals
Prayer Chains
Bereavement Team
Shut-Ins/Homebound ministries
Transportation
Meals
Visits
Home Communion
Grounds maintenance
General building maintenance
Monthly newsletter
Weekly bulletins
Special fellowship events
Help with annual Blood Drive
Assist with web site
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Lawn mowing key to
greatness for Jake??
Jake Froemke, 17, who has
been mowing the lawns at
First Lutheran this summer
(when we had a lawn), beat a
five-time national points WISSOTA Super Stock champion
at the Fergus Falls I-94 Sure
Step Speedway Friday night.
Starting as a go-cart racer
when he was 7 or 8 years old,
Jake has been following in the
“tracks” of his racing family.
Congratulations and good
luck!
(No wonder the grass gets
mowed so quickly!)
Current guidelines for worship at First Lutheran
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns about these changes, please contact
the office at 283-2208, or Council President Kathi Henrickson.
Worship Service


Congregational singing has resumed with the opening and closing hymns.



- Masks, while not required, are encouraged to be worn during singing as the safest
way to prevent any possible spread of Covid.



- Social distancing is still encouraged as a way to care for others in our
congregation.



- Continuous communion by intinction has resumed. Individual communion packets
are available for those who prefer not to come forward.
Thank you for your understanding and patience
as we safely move forward during this difficult time.

6

The VOICE

August 2021

Members of First bid a fond,
sometimes tearful, farewell
to Pastor Erin Coutts,
Sunday, July 11

Brad Ettestad presents Pastor Erin with a
Jim West watercolor from the council.

Henry Carey presents Pastor Erin with a handcrafted nativity.

In Hebrew — “Woman of Valor”

Huntz Wagner presents Pastor Erin with his
own Bible for her collection from 1948.
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Announcements
Part-time office administrator position available
First Lutheran is searching for a part-time office administrator. The position is now just four
hours a day, but could be expanded to more. Computer skills are preferable.

Paid position available — Church Organist
The worship and music team is looking for a church organist to play hymns and liturgy when we
get back to a conventional worship service that will include a sung liturgy. If you, or someone
you know, is interested in playing the organ for worship, please contact the church office at 2832208.

Committee meetings
Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings.
If you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach, check the calendar for dates and times.

First Lutheran Women
No FLW meeting is scheduled for August. Tour of Trees has been scheduled for December.
Please start working on your craft projects now!

Community Café Volunteers
The Community Café is once again asking for volunteers. If you are able to volunteer one evening a month, please call the church office at 283-2208.
If you are in need of Community Cafe meals, call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can
be picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window.

Thank you!!

Our July Community Cafe volunteers were Lloyd Skogstad, Henry Carey, Kim Atchley, and
Brenda Bertilson. Anyone willing to volunteer can contact Brenda Bertilson at 283-2144.

Bible Study
You are invited to a Bible study with Bette Simon at 11 a.m. on the second Tuesday of each
month at her house. The Bible study is from the Gather magazine. If anyone wants to participate but doesn't have a subscription to Gather, there are a few extra copies at the church that
people can pick up and use. For more information, please call the office at 283-2208.
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