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FLC team determines time to return 

     First Lutheran’s congregation 
may return to the sanctuary in lim-
ited numbers on a trial basis April 
18th. 
     Barring any unforeseen changes 
in COVID-19 numbers, the “Smart 
Team” has determined we may be 
able to return to the sanctuary in 
limited numbers for the first time in 
over a year.  
     The Smart Team, which consists 
of Pastor Erin, Ardel Henrickson, 
and Nancy McBride, has been 
meeting for about nine months 
keeping an eye on numbers and dis-
cussing best practices to keep our 
members safe during this pandemic.  
     On March 3rd, they met with 
Council President Steve Lindberg 
to formulate a recommendation to 
give the council on when it would 
be safe to return to the sanctuary. 
     Following state and synod 

guidelines regarding social distanc-
ing, the sanctuary can safely handle 
50 members in the sanctuary prop-
er.  Overflow can be seated in Me-
morial Hall, and those who prefer 
to remain outside can listen to the 
service on the radio as we have 
done with our drive-in worship.  
Masks will be required and will be 
furnished if needed. 
     Communion in the sanctuary 
will be “wafer only” for the time 
being, and unison speaking and 
singing is discouraged. Congregants 
are advised to hum during the mu-
sic, if they so desire.  
     For planning purposes, if you 
and your family members will at-
tend, please call the church office at 
283-2208 and indicate the number 
of people attending in your group. 
      
     For more information see page 5. 

Sandy Harju and BettyJeanne Henrickson apply a much-needed coat of 
paint to the sanctuary windows, taking advantage of congregational ab-
sence from the space.  For more renovation photos, see page 8.  

FLW resumes  
meetings… page 11 

Sanctuary windows receive a facelift 
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From the Pastor’s Desk 

Facebook has this feature called Memories, where you can look back and 
see what you posted on a particular date over the years. Usually it's memories 
of long-forgotten jokes or late nights spent goofing off with friends when we 
should have been studying. But over the last few weeks, there've been posts 
from this time last year-- announcing we were halting youth activities, that 
meetings at the church were canceled for a few weeks. We were optimistic that 
we'd be back inside the sanctuary for Easter 2020, but that didn't happen. We 
did the best we could with what we knew at the time, and we learned to adapt, 
moving into this strange new world. 

The congregational council has approved a plan to return to worship in the 
sanctuary beginning April 18th, providing cases in our county remain low. The 
church service won't look like it used to-- we won't be singing together, families 
will have to sit six feet from others, and everyone will have to wear a mask. You 
can find more detailed instructions in this newsletter about how to prepare for 
service and what it will look like. It will be different from what has come before, 
because we are different, and the world is different than it was a year ago. 

In the midst of the constant change, we remember that God is constant. 
That God is just as present in our worship in our cars or our living rooms as God 
is when we are together in the sanctuary. As Christians, we are used to the pat-
tern of death and resurrection, the pattern we repeat and remember every year 
during Holy Week.  

As we move into the future together, I wonder what new things can spring 
forth from the husk of what used to be. What are the things we can let go of, 
that we can let die, so that God's new creation can take root within us and 
among us? What new life is the Spirit calling us to, as people and as a commu-
nity of faith? 

God has always been in the business of making all things new, and it is our 
duty and our joy to be a part of that great work in the world. How might the 
Spirit be nudging you to be a part of it? 

 

Peace, 
Pastor Erin 



 

 

Present:  Pastor Erin Coutts, Brenda Bertil-
son, Steve Lindberg, Nancy McBride, Kathi 
Henrickson, Lloyd Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson 
 
“Motion to approve the agenda with the 
addition of “youth on council” under New 
Business” 
 Motion by:  Brad Ettestad 
 Second by:  Kathi Henrickson 
        
Devotional:  “Church Work” from Speak It 
Plain 
Pastor’s Report: 
*Worship 
  -Midweek Lenten services:  virtual ecumeni-
cal services 
  -Drive in services planned every other week, 
and both Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday 
*Pastoral Care 
  -Pastoral visits happening over phone calls 
*Education/Formation 
  -Zoom Book Group:  reading “Caste” – will 
finish in March 
  -Confirmation via Zoom 
  -Spring Release Time Faith Formation Pack-
ets are coming together and will be available 
for pick up/distribution soon 
*Other 
  -Fridays are my normal day off, so I may 
not respond right if you contact me 
  -Gift card email spoofing scam:  I will never 
ask you to buy something over email or tell 
you not   to call me 
“Motion to approve the minutes from 
January 21, 2021 with change to Nancy 
Johnson in Discipleship report” 
 Motion by:  Nancy McBride  
 Second by:  Huntz Wagner 
        
“Motion to approve the Financial Report 
from January 2021” 
 Motion by:  Ardel Henrickson 
 Second by:  Lloyd Skogstad 
       
President’s Report:  
My first few weeks has been busy getting 
back up to speed on Church operations. 
Pastor and I have made it a point to meet 
once a week.   
I attended the Finance meeting and Building 
and Grounds.   
Over the years I’ve always been involved 

with the building and grounds committee, 
as a construction guy I’ll continue my ac-
tive role in that committee. I also plan to 
take an active role on the finance commit-
tee.  
As time allows, I plan on attending most 
committee meetings. I’ve had the oppor-
tunity to visit with a few of you already. 
As president I am an ex official member of all 
committees so please copy me with any 
meeting dates and minutes.  
Those of you that have worked with me 
know I’m more of a big picture guy, def-
initely not a micro manager. I don’t feel 
the need to get caught up in the details 
of every church operation.  
*Steve gave council handout on 
“Sustaining 1st Call” and a copy of the 
Preparedness Plan Ziion Lutheran has 
developed. 
*Discipleship – talked about how to fill 
the position 
Service: 
 *Work on roster has been postponed 
 *Cards to ill in congregation 
 *Continue to check on people 
 *Endowment – Scholarship applications 
are available at the high school 
 
(Council Minutes cont’d. on page 6) 
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
 

Thursday, February 18, 2021 

 
Pastor:  Erin Coutts 

(218)506-8072 
 

Office Administrator: 

Aimee Droba 

Office Hours: 

Monday—Friday  

9 a.m. to noon 

218-283-2208 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com 
 

Music Ministers:  

FLC Choir Director:  

Nancy McBride 

FLC Organist: Elaine Beach 

FLC Pianist: Sue Hewitt 
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Service of the Word: Sunday Worship Services in April 
 

You can participate in our Sunday services any time by going to “Services” on 

our website: firstlutheranifalls.org, or by watching together on our Facebook 

page at 10:30 a.m. on Sundays. 

WELCOME 
OPENING HYMN 
 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 
the keeper of the covenant, 
the source of steadfast love, 
our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us 
close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the 
one who is full of compassion. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be 
free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world 
you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are forgiven, and God remem-
bers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY 
READINGS & SERMON 
  
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, 
and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition ends with: 
Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
CLOSING HYMN & DISMISSAL 
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The following procedures and precautions will be in place for  

in-person worship in the sanctuary: 

Those interested in attending in-person worship are asked to contact the church office so 

preparations can be made to ensure social distancing protocols can be in place for the correct 

number of people.   The office number is 283-2208. 

Current capacity with social distancing in the sanctuary is approximately 50 people. 

Social distancing and masking is required at all times. 

Pews will be marked off to ensure proper distancing. 

There will not be coffee time or socialization before or after the service inside the building. 

Ushers will seat people from the front of the sanctuary to the back and will dismiss from the 

back to the front immediately after service. 

Ushers will also make sure we have an accurate list of attendees, in case there is possible ex-

posure. 

Seating in pews will be indicated by bulletins placed before the sanctuary opens. 

Sanctuary doors will be kept open during the service. 

The service will not include passing the peace, passing the offering plate, or congregational 

singing or speaking. 

An offering plate will be placed in the narthex for people to leave their offerings on the way in 

or out of the sanctuary. 

Communion of one type (only wafers) will be served. Wafers in bags will be placed on pews 

along with bulletins before the service begins. Immediately after consuming the wafers, eve-

ryone will need to remask. 

Instrumental music from the piano/organ or pre-recorded music will be used. 

Special music can be provided by a single soloist spaced out in the balcony. 

Worship leaders will speak from pre-determined places: Reader speaks from pulpit (keep ex-

tra rows unused in front of pulpit); pastor speaks from behind the altar; liturgist/other wor-

ship leader speaks from other end of chancel using a wireless mic. 

Alternative ways of worshipping will continue to be provided. 

The service will be broadcast over the radio transmitter for those who do not feel comfortable 

in the church building but wish to attend worship. 

The service will be livestreamed and available on the church website. 

Pews will be emptied of hymnals and bibles, pew cards, and pew cushions. 

UV lights will be installed in the air system and will be on during the service. 

The sanctuary will be closed off for three days following the service. 

If the percent positivity rate for Koochiching County rises above 5%, the council will be in-

formed and in-person worship in the sanctuary will be suspended. 

County metrics can be accessed here: covidactnow.org 
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Council Minutes from page 3 
 
Fellowship:  No Report 
Huntz told the council he is thankful to 
be on the council.  He feels the church 
has given much to his family and this 
is an opportunity to give back. 
 
Building and Grounds: 
*Getting bids from Harder’s and Pel-
land and Swendsen on replacing dam-
aged shingles 
*Painting has started sanctuary and 
other areas.  Still looking for people to 
help 
*Tony Holenko will paint the entryway 
*Memorial Hall Project is close to fully 
funded 
*Outside railing is being made by Rog-
er Griffin and others and will be in 
place as soon as possible 
“Motion to move ahead with the 
Memorial Hall project using funds 
in dedicated account” 
 Motion by:  Brad Ettestad 
 Second by:  Lloyd Skogstad 
Worship and Music: 
*Nancy is putting together choir music 
to be used during Lent 
*Drive in services Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday 
*May ask choir to sing on Easter 
*Palms will be available on Palm Sun-
day 
*Flowers will be available to order for 
Easter Sunday 
Smart Team: 
*Steve presented information on syn-
opsis of recommendation to reopen 
*Discussion on when we will be reo-
pening 
 

 
*Recommendation to work on limited 
use of church after Easter 
 
“Motion that the Smart Team make 
a recommendation about reopen-
ing at the March council meeting” 
 Motion by:  Lloyd Skogstad
 Second by:  Kathi Henrickson 
       
Old Business: 

2021 Goals 
*Promotion of events, activities, 

and worship opportunities 
-Nancy McBride offered to take 

out two radio ads promoting our 
church services 

*Taking a leadership role in help-
ing the community to heal from the 
events of the last year 

*New and creative ways to spend 
time together safely 

 
New Business: 
*Stewardship – discussed gifting 

to causes or needs.  We will look at cri-
teria 

*How Your Church Family Works  
Tabled for now 

*No requirement that council 
member be on a committee 

*Pastor and president are ex offi-
cio members of all committees with 
voting rights 

 
  
Next Executive Meeting:  March 16, 
2021, at 5:15 
Next Council Meeting:  March 18, 2021, 
at 4:30 
 
Submitted by:  Ardel Henrickson 

     Camping opportunities will be available for K-12 youth at both Hiawatha and Vermilion 
this summer beginning June 20-25 with Hockey Camp at Camp Hiawatha and Senior High 
Canoe Camp at Vermilion. 
     Camp Hiawatha offers three different times for Family Camp, and Camp Vermilion has 
several times for K-9 to experience camp. 
     Young people who have completed grades 10-12 are invited to take part in the LOST pro-
gram—Leadership, Outdoor ed., Service, Theology. 
     Take a look at the list of opportunities in the flyers available in the church office. 
 

Camperships available for summer 2021 at VLM camps 
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Announcements 
Easter is April 4 
 

We will have drive-in worship for Easter at 10:30 a.m. Please bring an empty plate and a “grapey 
liquid” for communion, and plan to come a few minutes early so we can get everyone situated before 
the service begins.  
 

Return to the sanctuary April 18 
 

If you and your family will be attending church in the sanctuary April 18th, please call the office at 
283-2208 with the number of people in your group, so social distancing can be planned accordingly.  
Family units can be seated together, but must be distanced from others, so knowing the numbers is 
helpful.  Overflow can be seated in Memorial Hall.  Thank you!! 
 

Church Council position 
 

The church council is looking for a person to head the discipleship committee. The Discipleship 
Chair helps to coordinate Christian education including Release Time, Vacation Bible School, and 
Adult Education programming. 

 
Committee meetings 
 

Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings. If 
you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach, 
check the calendar for dates and times. 
 

Synod Assembly delegates needed 

The Northeast Minnesota Synod Assembly is scheduled for April 30-May 2. The assembly will be 
“virtual” again, so you don’t have to travel.  Let Pastor Erin know if you are interested in being a 
voting member for this event.  
 

First Lutheran Women 

The women of First Lutheran Church are meeting again every second Tuesday of the month at         
5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This month’s meeting will be April 13th.  Please attend!  Remember 
to wear a mask. See you there! 
 

Community Café 
 

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals,  call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be 
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window. 

 
Book Discussion Group 
 

Pastor Erin will be leading a Zoom book discussion of Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. This 
short reflection on Christian community and fellowship has become a classic. If you are interested in 
participating, please contact the church office.  
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     Work has begun on this long-
awaited project.  
      The Buildings and Grounds 
Committee and First Lutheran 
Women have been working to-
ward remodeling the kitchen area 
in Memorial Hall.  This room is 
being used more for funerals, spe-
cial events, fellowship and youth 
activities.   
     Included in the remodel are a 
refrigerator, new flooring, and 
more storage. 
     This remodeled space will help 
in the ministry of the church by 
providing a welcoming atmos-
phere for those who are here for 
funerals and other activities in our 
church. 

Memorial Hall remodel to provide welcome atmosphere 

A fresh coat of paint goes on in the church entryways 

Evan Holenko and Joe Glowack brighten things up for a new look at First Lutheran. 

Paul & Dwayne Mannausau start the work on 
Memorial Hall. 
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Pastor recommendations  

Did you know... If you are a 
Thrivent member, you can contribute 
to First Lutheran Church through 
Thrivent Choice Dollars and Thrivent 
Actions Teams.  
Log into your Thrivent account online, 
call 1-800-847-4836 or speak with 
your personal Thrivent representative 
for more information.  

To Read: Daring Greatly by 
Brene Brown.  
     Brene Brown researches shame and 
vulnerability. Daring Greatly leans on 
the years of research she has done to fig-
ure out what living a whole-hearted life 
looks like.  
     Brown encourages us to throw out the 
scripts of shame that many of us have 
been taught and lean into the courage we 
all have to be our true selves.  

To Listen: The Highwomen album by 
The Highwomen.  
     This group recently won a Grammy for their 
song “Crowded Table,” and the whole album is 
worth a listen.  
     It’s a country album with a lot of heart. Every 
time I hear “Crowded Table” I can’t help but sing 
along to this beautiful picture of community and 
shared experience.  
      "Anyone can be a Highwoman," band member 
Belinda Carlile notes.  "It's about banding together, 
abandoning as much ego as humanly possible, hold-
ing one another up and amplifying other women 
every chance we get.  Shoulder to shoulder.  One 
push, one love."  
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Prayer Chain 
 

 First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone, 
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You 
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from  the person, or from a close relative. 
To put someone  on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208.   People will be on the list 
for one week only,   unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that  case, please  call back when 
they can be removed. 

**************************** 
Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities. 
 

Good Samaritan:  Denise Snare Romonowicz  

Littlefork Nursing Home:  Marlene Erickson, Betty Steinbach,  

      and Gary Rasmussen 

 
To those who helped with worship in  
March:  Sue Hewitt; First Lutheran Choir; 
Lloyd Skogstad, Ardel Henrickson, and Henry 
Carey for help with drive-in worship.  
To Pat Ettestad, Huntz Wagner, Cynthia War-
ren, and Nancy Johnson for reading. 
Our “Smart Team” for helping us reopen the 
sanctuary. 
Painters BettyJeanne Henrickson, Ardel Hen-
rickson, Sandy Harju, and Sue Matthews for 
giving us a fresh look in the sanctuary.  

General Fund Financial Information  
As of  February 31, 2021 

Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church! 

  
Current 
Month  
Actual 

Current 
Month  
Budget 

Variance  
Year To Date  

Actual 
Year To Date 

Budget 
Variance 

Operating Income 22,206 16,700 5,505   39,384 32,725 6,660 

Operating Expense 11,772 16,700 4,979   23,611 32,725 9,114 

Operating Income Less 
Expense 

10,484   10,484   15,773  15,773 
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                                    April Birthdays 

4/1 Carol Bass 
 Brenda Bertilson 
 Dwayne Dougherty 
4/2 Jordyn Forsythe 
 Janice Klow 
 Jaime Sjoblom 
 Jett Tomczak 
4/3 Ralph Awe 
4/4 Don Nuthak 
4/5 William Awe 
 Gordon Routier 
 Cameron Schulz 
4/9 Wendy Dougherty 
4/10 JoAnna Lee 
4/11 Tammy Cook 
 Pahtynn Glennie 
4/12 Pastor Erin Coutts 
 Ben Glowack 
4/13 Marlene Erickson 
 James Jackson 
 Jodi Kapla 
 McKenna Rasmussen 
4/15 Ryar Pelland 
4/20 Karen Bergstrom 
 Becky Olson 
 Cohlton Schulz 

4/21 Beverly Beck 
 Mason Meyer 
4/22 Elaine Beach 
 William Mason 
 Martin Rasmussen 
4/24 Kathi Henrickson 
 Ian Rautio 
4/26 Bruce Bergstrom 
 Cade MacKay 
4/27 Marty Wuollet 
4/28 Benjamin Shofner 
4/29 Brien Christensen 
 Aubrey Eide 
 Robert Plasky 
4/30 Valerie Larsen 

  
 
 
  

First Lutheran Women’s meetings have resumed 
 
FLW Minutes— March 9, 2021 
 
     The meeting was opened with Brenda Bertilsson giving devotions from Psalm 71:9. 
     The minutes from the November meeting were read and approved. 
     Correspondence was read.  The FLW received thank-you cards from Backus Community Center, 
the Falls Senior Center, the Community Cafe, Friends against Abuse, and Falls Hunger Coalition for 
donations given at the end of 2020.  
     A Memorial Hall update was given.  The fundraising goal has been reached and the remodeling 
will begin soon to provide an improved serving area for functions in the hall.   
     New Business: there will be no spring or summer women's conventions due to the pandemic. 
     School Kit bags have been ordered. 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sandy Harju, Secretary 
     The next FLW meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m., Tuesday, April 13th.  
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First Lutheran’s Mission Statement 

Sharing God’s Grace 
First Lutheran’s Vision Statement 

First Lutheran Church will be a congregation  
that shares God’s grace by:  

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.  
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.  
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the  

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.  
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28  

-- to grow.  
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and 

the community at large. 

WORSHIP SERVICE 
Available on our website  

Sundays at 10:30 a.m. 
 

 OFFICE HOURS 
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon 

Office:  218-283-2208       

  

Check out our Website! 

www.firstlutheranifalls.org 

 

Look for us on Instagram and Facebook. 

First Lutheran Church, ELCA 
wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here! 

http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

