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‘If you want to live more fully, just read this book’

BRENE BROWN
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FLW resumes
meetings... page 11

FLC team determines time to return

First Lutheran’s congregation
may return to the sanctuary in lim-
ited numbers on a trial basis April
18th.

Barring any unforeseen changes
in COVID-19 numbers, the “Smart
Team” has determined we may be
able to return to the sanctuary in
limited numbers for the first time in
over a year.

The Smart Team, which consists
of Pastor Erin, Ardel Henrickson,
and Nancy McBride, has been
meeting for about nine months
keeping an eye on numbers and dis-
cussing best practices to keep our
members safe during this pandemic.

On March 3rd, they met with
Council President Steve Lindberg
to formulate a recommendation to
give the council on when it would
be safe to return to the sanctuary.

Following state and synod

VR
\»I A

Sandy Harju and Bet
paint to the sanctu
sence from the spac

Sanctuary windows receive a facelift

guidelines regarding social distanc-
ing, the sanctuary can safely handle
50 members in the sanctuary prop-
er. Overflow can be seated in Me-
morial Hall, and those who prefer
to remain outside can listen to the
service on the radio as we have
done with our drive-in worship.
Masks will be required and will be
furnished if needed.

Communion in the sanctuary
will be “wafer only” for the time
being, and unison speaking and
singing is discouraged. Congregants
are advised to hum during the mu-
sic, if they so desire.

For planning purposes, if you
and your family members will at-
tend, please call the church office at
283-2208 and indicate the number
of people attending in your group.
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FIRST LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, February 18, 2021

Present Pastor Erin Cowith,tBeebdial @8engi and gro
son, Steve Lindberg, Nanay dMcB8onder udhtdo@oantgiuyueé m
Henrickson, Lloyd SkogstadyeArdkeé Henthaksoammitt
t ak an active role on th

“Motion to approve the agenda withthe t ee.
addition of “youth on council” under New As time allows, | plan on
Business” commi ttee meded imagd .t He opry

Motion by: Brad Ettestad tunity to visit with a fe:

Second by: Kathi Henrickson As president | am an ex o0

commi ttees so please copy

Devotioi@alUrch oWaroBpeak | meeting dates and minutes
Pl ain Those of you that have wo
Pastor’s Report: knownlImore of a big pictur
*Wor ship initely not a micro manager. | don@ f e el
-Mi dweek Lenten servicesthevieedatlo egaitmemwaught wup
cal services of every church operation
-Drive in services pIann*eﬂteewearg{a\oeh(ecrurwceielk,handm
and both Palm Sunday and~fSReasttad riiGageldialy a cop of t
*Pastor al Car e Preparedness Plan Ziion L
-Pastoral visits happenihgvelvepegp.hone call s
*Education/ Formati on *Di sci pileahked about how t
-Zoom Book GroupiCasdiewidiltnlye position
finish in March Service:
-Confirmation via Zoom *Work on roster has been
-Spring Release Time FaitGarmrds mtaae iiolnl Piamkecongr ega
ets are coming together a@Gdnwi hlbebeoavhétkbdbe peo
for pick up/distribution*Endawme8¢chol arship appli:¢
*Ot her are available at the high
-Fridays are my normal day off, so | may
not respond right if you(GCouncil Mnutesnecont'd. on page 6)
-Gi ft card email spoofing scam: Il will never
ask you to buy something ovfEr ematt oOr ter1
XIVCIJ Ut ”tOt tct)hca'l lt rpe Pastor: Erin Coutts

otion to approve the minutes from -
January 21, 2021 with change to Nancy (218)506-8072
Johnson in Discipleship report” Office Administrator:

Motion by: Nancy McBride Aimee Droba

Second by: Huntz Wagner Office Hours:
“Motion to approve the Financial Report Monday—Friday
from January 2021"” 9 a.m. to noon

Motion by: Ardel Henrickson 218-283-2208

Second by: Lloyd Skogstad www.firstlutheranifalls.org

. , firstlutheranifalls@gmail.com
President’s Report:

My first few weeks has been| bus MusjcMini

back up to speed on Chur ch |op e rF&G GhoinRirector:
Pastor and | have ade it al poi nNanay McBridee t
once a week. FLC Organist: Elaine Beach
I attended the Finance meetl]|i nFLGPiathistBSue Helith g
and Grounds.

Over the yee aarlswalys been i nv ot—ve-d




Service of t
You can participate
our website: first/|
page at
WEL COME

OPENI NG HYMN

CONFESSI ON & FORGI VEN

"
Bl essed be the thordeg G'crdhé?ﬁ

the keeper of the cov
the source of steadf a
our rock and our rede
Amen

God hears us when we
close in Jesus Chri st
one who is ful/l of co

Fountain of living water,

pour out your mercy over us.

Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free.

Rebuild what we have ruined

and mend what we have torn.
Wash us in your cleansing flood.
Make us alive in the Spirit

to follow in the way of Jesus,

as healers and restorers of the world
you so love.

Amen.

Bel oved® wWodd never f
The promise rests on
by the saving |l ove of
the wisdom and power
your sins are forgive
bers them no more.
Journey in the way of
Amen.

GREETI NG & PRAYER OF
READI NGS & SERMON
THE APOSOSCIREE D

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only

The VOICE
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e Word: Sunday Worship Services in April

i n our SundayfiSeeviobaes
ut herani falls.org, or
10: 30 a.m. on Sundays.

Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
E Suwffered under Pontius Pilate,
cr cified, died, and was buried;
scended into hell.
E e'third day he rose again;
S hhe aséénded into heaven,
© 'R& {s 'seated at the right hand of the
Father,
c and he will come GFIOV\'?lS'Ing ghe living

raéé)cl tgé‘ dead. ]
- I bélieve'in the fbIy Spirit! © t he
M RKeSholy Edtholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

© 'oh

PRAYERS OF I NTERCESSI ON
Each petition ends with:
Lord, i n yoHear oue prayer.

LOR®B PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

2 lon 8arth as it is in heaven.

9 'Give bis th'éﬁlay. our daily bread;

;ﬁ%fﬁ ive' Ud dur trespasses,

0 Tas wé forgjve éhose

N wha frdepied gainet e,

gnd lead us not into temptation,
Gt°délver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

d \trﬁ wer, and the glory,
T dl%'e ﬁ‘gﬁd ever. Amen.
BLESSI NG
CLOSI NG HYMN & DI SMI SSAL
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The following procedures and precautions will be in place for

Those intere
preparations

number of pe
Current capa
Social dista
Pews wil |l be
There wildl n
Ushers wil/
back to the
Ushers will
posur e.

Seating in p
Sanctuary do
The service
singing or s
An offering
or out of th

Communi on of
al ong with b
ryone wil | n
I nstrument al
Speci al mu s i
Wor ship |
tra rows
ship | ead

The

e
u
e
Al ternative
service
i n the chu
S c

rc
The er vi e
Pews wi | | be
UV T ights wi

The sanctuar
I f the perce

in-person worship in the sanctuary:
st ed-pienr saotnt emnodrisnhgi p nar e asked to cont a

can be made to ensure soci al di stanc
opl e. TR83-2208.i ce number i s

city with social distancing in the sai
ncing and masking is required at all
mar ked off to ensure proper distanci
ot be coffee time or socialization be-
seat people from the front of the san:
front i mmediately after service.

al so make sure we have an accurate | i
ews will be indicated by bulletins pl.
ors wil|l be kept open during the serv
wi | | not include passing the peace, p.
peaking.

pl ate will be placed in the narthex f
e sanctuary.

one type (only wafers) wil!/l be serve
ull etins before the service begins. |

eed to remask.
music from trhec @n dead/ mugian wirl Iprlee us
c can be provided by a single soloist

er s wi kdletseprenaikn efdr opnh apcrees: Reader speak
sed in front of pulpit); pastor speak:
speaks from other end of chancel usi n.
ways of worshipping will continue to
wi |1 be broadcast over the radio tran

h building but wish to attend worship

wi || be |ivestreamed and available on

emptied of hymnals and bibles, pew c.
[ be installed in the air system and
y wi || be closed off for three days f

nt positivity rate for Koochiching Co

f or med apnedr sioon worship in the sanctuary will be su

County metr.i

CcsS can be accessed here: covidact now.
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Council Minutes from page 3
*Recommendation to wor Kk Jol
Fellowship: No Report use of church after Eastler
Huntz told the council he is thankf ul
be on the council He f‘MQgtqogthathtbeSn}\ag‘trT@inmmake
has given much to his f a&kgcommendation ahoyt reopen-
is an opportunity to gi ¥gabthe March council meeting”
Motion by: Lloyd Skogstad

Building and Grounds: Second by: Kathi Henrickson
*Getting bids &f raonnd Haerlder
|l and and Swendsen on r e @ldBysinesgs:dam-
aged shingles 2021 Goals
*Painting has started sanct{FPaOWMOiZhOnN Of events, |
other areas. Still | ooRNAgwWPposshpPopPO®OTrsUNI tiels
hel p -Nancy Mc Brlde offere(_
*Tony Holenko will painouthéweéntragwgyads promotli
*Memorial Hall Project f£dugchdseerygitcesly
funded *Taking a | eadership |rc
*OQutside railing is beihfdmabe sPpmMRIgity to heall
er Griffin and others agdewitsl obethg | ast year
place as soon as possible *New and creative way|s
“Motion to move ahead with the time together safely
Memorial Hall project using funds .
in dedicated account” New Business:

Motion by: Brad Ettestad *Stewar dsihisgussed gi flt

Second by: Lloyd Skogstad to causes or needs We |wi
Worship and Music: teria _
*Nancy is putting together *Hawi¥ounusChhurch Famil|y
to be used during Lent Tabled for now
*Drive in services Palm SufdNgyrgagirement that |c
Easter Sunday member be on a committee
*May ask choir to sing on ERasépr and president] :
*Palms will be availabl i e@nmpabmrsurf all commilt:H
day voting rights
*Fl ower s wi | | be available to order for
Easter Sunday
Smart Team: Next Executive Meeting: March 16,
*Steve presented infor m2031pat 549h e/
opsis of recommendationNﬂ)ﬂicﬂué'l@l'pl‘éQﬂlng March 18, 2021,
*Di scussion on when we ®i430 be reo-
pening

Submitted by: Ar del He njfr i

Camperships available for summer 2021 at VLM camps

Camping opportunities wilPlybethvatl bbbtk HbDaw&t ha
this summer begi i wg thumtHeock®y Camp at Camp Hi awa
Canoe Camp at Vermilion.

Camp Hi awatha offers three different times for F
sever al ti-hesofexp&rience camp.

Young people who have cdmnplaateed nogria cceds t100QST b e o0p :
gr adrke ader sQuitpd,o or Seerdv. i, thee,o0l ogy.

Take a |l ook at the |ist of opportunities in the
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We will have drive-in worship for Easter at 10:30 a.m. Please bring an empty plate and a “grapey
liquid” for communion, and plan to come a few minutes early so we can get everyone situated before
the service begins.

If you and your family will be attending church in the sanctuary April 18th, please call the office at
283-2208 with the number of people in your group, so social distancing can be planned accordingly.
Family units can be seated together, but must be distanced from others, so knowing the numbers is
helpful. Overflow can be seated in Memorial Hall. Thank you!!

The church council is looking for a person to head the discipleship committee. The Discipleship
Chair helps to coordinate Christian education including Release Time, Vacation Bible School, and
Adult Education programming.

Any member of the congregation is welcome to attend the church council committee meetings. If
you are interested in finance, worship and music, buildings and grounds, discipleship, or outreach,
check the calendar for dates and times.

The Northeast Minnesota Synod Assembly is scheduled for April 30-May 2. The assembly will be
“virtual” again, so you don’t have to travel. Let Pastor Erin know if you are interested in being a
voting member for this event.

The women of First Lutheran Church are meeting again every second Tuesday of the month at
5 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. This month’s meeting will be April 13th. Please attend! Remember
to wear a mask. See you there!

If you are in need of Community Cafe meals, call 285-7225 by 4 p.m. on Cafe day. Meals can be
picked up between 5 and 6 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays from the kitchen window.

Pastor Erin will be leading a Zoom book discussion of L i f e  Tby Di@richhBenhoeffer. This
short reflection on Christian community and fellowship has become a classic. If you are interested in
participating, please contact the church office.
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Memorial Hall remodel to provide welcome atmosphere

Work has begun on this long-
awaited project.

The Buildings and Grounds
Committee and First Lutheran
Women have been working to-
ward remodeling the kitchen area
in Memorial Hall. This room is
being used more for funerals, spe-
cial events, fellowship and youth
activities.

Included in the remodel are a
refrigerator, new flooring, and
more storage. -

This remodeled space will help |}
in the ministry of the church by
providing a welcoming atmos-
phere for those who are here for
funerals and other activities in our
church.

Paul & Dwayne Mannausau start the work on
Memorial Hall.

A fresh coat of paint goes on in the church entryways

Evan Holenko and Joe Gl owack brighten things wup

i ]




April 2021

The VOICE

Pastor recommendations
ToRead: Dar i Grbyat |
Brene Brown.

Brene Brown researches shame and
vulnerability. Dar i ng ld€asmma t
the years of research she has done to fig-
ure out what living a whole-hearted life
looks like.

Brown encourages us to throw out the
scripts of shame that many of us have

been taught and lean into the courage we
all have to be our true selves.

ng

It's worse to spend your life on

' the ©OUTSIDEE looking IN,

wondering what i, than it is
to T'RY and dare greatly

and risk the chance of failure.

DARE GREALTLY;

get in the arena and try.
DR. BRENE BROWN

To Listen: T h e
The Highwomen.
This group recently won a Grammy for their
song “Crowded Table,” and the whole album is

worth a listen.

It’s a country album with a lot of heart. Every
time | hear “Crowded Table” I can’t help but sing
along to this beautiful picture of community and
shared experience.

"Anyone can be a Highwoman," band member
Belinda Carlile notes. "It's about banding together,
abandoning as much ego as humanly possible, hold-
ing one another up and amplifying other women
every chance we get. Shoulder to shoulder. One
push, one love."

Hi g h w oalkbaim by

Q;‘ THRIVENT| (70 g”f‘i%
FINANCIAL®

Did you know...| f you ar e |a Q
Thrivent member, you|l] can c Il but e
to First Lutheran Churchg RQTLUTMEQ/A‘{NC
Thrivent Choice DolljJars an Il vent
Actions Teams

Log into your Thrivelnt acc onl in
cal-BO0OB4-7/4836 or speaK Wi

your personal Thrivenf'Rszé-'ﬂ“"EWﬂ'"dRCiHv
for more informati onl ELCA

| €
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To put someone on the list for Sunday prayers, call the office at 283-2208. People will be on the list
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Prayer Chain

First Lutheran Church has four active prayer chains. If you have prayer requests for someone,
or yourself, call either the church office at 283-2208, or Brenda Bertilson 283-2144; 240-4939. You
must have permission to put someone on the chain, either from the person, or from a close relative.
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for one week only, unless you ask that they remain on the list. In that case, please call back when

they can be removed.
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Remember in your prayers, those in need and those in care facilities.

Good Samaritan:

Deni se Snare Romonowi cz
Littlefork Nursing Home: Mar |l ene Eri ckson, Betty Stei
and Gary Rasmussen
General Fund Financial Information
As of February 31, 2021
Thank you for supporting First Lutheran Church!
Current Current
Month Month Variance Yea;;c;;)late YeaBru'I('joeDtate Variance
Actual Budget &
Operating Income 22,206 16,700 5,505 39,384 32,725 6,660
Operating Expense 11,772 16,700 4,979 23,611 32,725 9,114
Operating Income Less 10,484 10,484 15,773 15,773
Expense

-

—

—
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4/ 1 Carol Bass 4/ 2Beverly Beck
Brenda Bertil son Mason Meyer
Dwayne Dougherty 4/ 2ZE|1 ai ne Beach

4/ 2 Jordyn Forsythe William Mason
Janice Klow Martin Rasmussen
Jaime Sjobl om 4/ 2&Kat hi Henrickson
Jett Tomczak l an Rautio

4/ 3 Ral ph Awe 4/ 2@Bruce Bergstrom

4/ 4 Don Nut hak Cade MacKay

4/ 5 Wil liam Awe 4/ 2 Marty Wuoll et
Gordon Routier 4/ 28Benjamin Shofner
Cameron Schul z 4/ 2Brien Christensen

4/ 9 Wendy Dougherty Aubrey Eide

4/ 1@ o0oAnna Lee Robert Pl asky

4/ 1T ammy Cook 4/ 30 al erie Larsen
Pahtynn Glennie

4/ 1ZPastor Erin Cout
Ben GIl| owack

4/ 1Marl ene Erickson ﬁ
James Jackson «ﬁo “APPY
Jodi Kapl a 3
MeKenna Rasmusse CaBIRTHDAYL®

4/ 1Ryar Pell and A

4/ 2XKaren Bergstrom #*o ,,.,A.f~~
Becky Ol son
Cohlton Schul z

WomenELCA

First Lutheran Women’s meetings have resumed

FLW Minutes— March 9, 2021

The meeting was opened with Brenda Bertilsson giving devotions from Psalm 71:9.

The minutes from the November meeting were read and approved.

Correspondence was read. The FLW received thank-you cards from Backus Community Center,
the Falls Senior Center, the Community Cafe, Friends against Abuse, and Falls Hunger Coalition for
donations given at the end of 2020.

A Memorial Hall update was given. The fundraising goal has been reached and the remodeling
will begin soon to provide an improved serving area for functions in the hall.

New Business: there will be no spring or summer women's conventions due to the pandemic.

School Kit bags have been ordered.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sandy Harju, Secretary
The next FLW meeting is scheduled for 5 p.m., Tuesday, April 13th.
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First Lutheran Church, ELCA

wherever you are on your journey, you are Welcome here!

First Lutheran@ Mission Statement
{ KI NJX @3 DINZ PO S

First Lutheran@ Vision Statement

&EOOO , OOEAOAT #EOOAE xEI
OEAO OEDOKL®AAIAA AUdq

+ Proclaiming the gospel of Jesus Christ with integrity.
+ Welcoming all to active involvement in ministry.
+ Offering a non-judgmental encounter with God through the

celebration of liturgical worship with word and sacrament.
+ Responding faithfully to the Great Commission of Matthew 28

-- to grow.
+ Committing ourselves to serving the needs of our congregation and

the community at large.

WORSHIP SERVICE

Available on our website Check out our Website!
Sundays at 10:30 a.m. www.firstlutheranifalls.org
OFFICE HOURS
Mon. through Fri., 9 a.m. to noon Look for us on Instagram and Facebook.

Office: 218-283-2208


http://www.firstlutheranifalls.org/

